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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The writing travels^ or memoirs, has 
ever been a pleafant employment; for va-*- 
nity or fenlibility ^always renders it intereft- 
ang. In writing thefe defultory letters, 1 
found I could not avoid being contUiually 
the firft perfon-—^' the little hero of each tale/* 
I tried to correia this fault, if it be one, for 
they were defigned- for publication j but in 
proportion as I arranged my thoughts, my 
letter, I found, became ftiff and affeded: 
I, therefore, determined to let my remarks 
and reflections flow unreftrained, as I per- 
ceived that I could not give a jufl: defcrip- 
tion^ of what I faw, but by relating the e^edt 
different obje<Sts had produced on my mind 
and feelings, whilfl: the imprefSon was ftill 
frefh. 

A perfon has a right, I have fdmetimes 
thought, when amufed by a witty or inte- 
refl:ing egotift, to talk of himfelf when he 
can win on our attention by acquiring our af- 
fection. Whether I deferve to rank amongft 
this privileged number, my readers alone 
can judge — and I give them leave to ihut 
A 2 the 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

the book, if they do not wifh to become 
better acquainted with me, 
: My. plaa was fimply to endeavour to give 
a juftidew of the prefent ftatc of the coun- 
tdea X have paifed through^ as far as I could 
Obtain information during fo fhort a refi- 
4eticc| avoiding thofe details which^ without 
being very ttlqful to travellers who follow the 
iknie route, appear very infipid to thofe who 
only accompany you in their chain 
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WRITTEN DURING A SHORT RESIDENCE 
IN SWEDEN, NORWAY, AND DENMARK. 



LETTER I. 



Eleven days of wearinefs on board a 
veffel not intended for the accommodation of 
paflengers have fo exhaufted my fpirits, to fay 
nothing of the pther caufes,. with which you 
'are already fufEciently acquainted, that it is 
with fome difficulty I adhere to my de- 
termination of giving you my obfervations, 
as I travel through new fcenes, whilft warmed 
with the impreffion they have made on me. 

The captain, as I mentioned to you, pro- 
mifed to put me on fhore at Arendajl *, or 
Gothenburg, in his way to Elfmeur j but con- 
trary winds obliged us to pafs both places 
during the night. In the morning, however, 
after we had loft fight of the. entrance of the 

* In Norway, 
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fatter bay, the veflel was becalmed; and the 
captain, to oblige me, hanging out a fignal for 
a pilot, bore down towards the fhore. 

My attention was particularly directed to 
the Hght-houfe ; and you can fearcely imagine 
with what anxiety I watched t^^o long hours 
for a boat to emancipate me — ftill no one ap- 
peared. Every cloud that flitted on the ho- 
rizon was hailed as a liberator,, till approach- 
ing nearer, Hke moft of the profpefts fketched 
by hope, It dilTolved under the eye into difap- 
pointment. 

Weary of expeSatlon^ I then began to con- 
verfe with the captain on the fubjedt ; and> 
from the tenour of the information my 
qneftions drew forth,. I foon concluded, that^ 
if I waited for a boat, I had little chance of 
getting on Ihore at this place- Defpotifm, as 
IS ufually the cafe, I found had here cramped 
the induHry of man*. The pilots teing paid 
by the king, and fcantily, they will not run 
into any danger, or even quit their hovels, if 
they can poflibly avoid it^ only to fulfil what 
is termed their duty. How different is it om 
the englilh coaft, where, in the moil ftorihy 
weather, boats immediately hail you, brought 
out by the expeftatioj[i of extraordinary profit^ 

pifliking 
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• Difliking to fail for Eifnietir, arid ftiU more 
to lie at* anchor^ or cruife about ttie coaft for 
fevefal days, I exerted all my rhetoiic to pre- 
vail on the captain to let me have the fliip's 
boat ; and though I added the nioft forcible 
of arguments, I for a long time addrefled him 
in vain. 

It is a kind of rule at fea, not to fend out a 
boat. The captain was a good-natured man ; 
-but men with common minds feldom break 
through general rules. Prudence is ever the 
refort of weaknefs ; and they rarely go as far 
as they may in any undertaking, who are de- 
termined not to go beyond it on any account* 
If, however, I had fome trouble with the cap- 
tain, I did not lofe much time with the 
failors ; for they^ all alacrity, hoifted out the 
boat, the moment I obtained permiflion, and 
promifed to row me to the light-houfe. 

I did not once allow myfelf to doubt of 
obtaining a conveyance from thence round the 
rocks— and then away for Gothenburg-— con- 
finement is fo unpleafant. 

The day was fine ; and I enjoyed the water 
till, approaching the little ifland, poor Mar- 
guerite, \\^hofe timidity always a^ts as a feeler 
before her adventuring fpirit, began to wonder 

B2 at 



( 4 ) 

^t our not feeing any inhabitants. I did not 
liften to her. But when, on landing, the fame 
filence prevailed, I caught the aWro, which 
was not leflened by the fight of two old me», 
whom we forced out of their wretched hut. 
Scarcely human in their appearance, we with 
difficulty obtained an intelligible reply to our 
queftions — the refult of which was, that they 
had rto boat, and were not allowed to quit 
their poft, on any pretence. But, they in- 
formed us, that there was at the other fide, 
eight or ten miles over, a .pilot's dwelling J 
two guineas tempted the Tailors to rifk the 
captain's difpleafure, and once more embark 
to row me over. 

The weather was pleafant, and the ap^ 
pearance of the Ihore fo grand, that I fhould 
have enjoyed the two hours it took to reach 
it, but for the fatigue which was too vifible in 
the countenances of the failors who, inftead 
of uttering a complaint, were, with the 
thoughtlefs hilarity peculiar to them, joking 
about the poffibility of the captain's taking 
advantage of ^ flight wefterly breeze, which 
was fpringing up, to fail without them. Yet, 
in fpite of their good humour, I could not 
help growing uneafy when the fliore, re* 
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ceding, as it were, as we advanced, feemed to 
promife no end to their toil. This anxiety 
increafed when, turning into the moft pic- 
turefque bay I ever faw, my eyes fought in 
vain for the veftige of a human habitation* 
Before I could determine what ftcp to take iiv 
fuch a dilemma, for I could not bear .to think 
of returning to the fliip, the fight of a barge 
relieved me, and we haftened towards it for 
information. We were immediately direded 
to pafs fomc jutting rocks when we fhould 
fee a pilot's hut. 

There vjras a folemn filence in this fcenci 
which made itfelf he felt. The fun-beams 
that played on the ocean, fcarcely ruffled by 
the lighteft breeze, contrafted with the huge, 
dark rocks, that looked like the rude materials 
of creation forming the barrier of^ unwrought 
ipacc, forcibly ftruck me; but I fhould not 
have been forry if the cottage had not ap- 
peared equally tranquil. Approaching a re- 
treat where ftrangers, efpecially women, fo 
feldom appeared, I wondered that curiofity 
did not bring the beings who inhabited it to 
the windows or door. I did not immediately 
recolleS that men who remain fo near the 
brute creation, as only to exert themfelves to 

B 3 find 
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jfitid the fobd ncccflary to fuftain lifcj have 
little or no imagination to call forth th^ curio* 
fity neceflary to fruQify the faint gUmmerings 
of ihind which entitles them to rank as lords 
of the creation.— Had they either^ they could 
not ciontent;cdly remain rooted in the clods 
they fo indolently Cultivate. ^ 

Whilft the failors went to feek for the 
fluggifh inhabitants, thefe conclufions occurred 
lo me J and, recolleding the extreme fond-* 
faefa which the parifian^ ever teftify for no- 
velty, their very curiofity appeared to me 
a proof of the progrefs they had made in re- 
finement* Yes ; in the art of living~in the 
art: of efcaping from the cares which em^ 
barrafs the firft fteps*towards the att^iilmefitt 
of the pleafures of focial life. 

The pilots informed the failors that they 
were under 'the diredion of a lieutenant re- 
tired from the fervice, who fpoke englifh.j 
adding,, that tliey coiild do nothing without 
his orders; and even the offer of money 
could hardly conquer their lazinefs, and 
prevail on them to accompany us to his 
dwelling. They would not go with me alone 
which 1 wanted them to have done, becaufe I 
wifhedto difmifs the failors as foon as poffible. 

Once 
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Once more we rowed ofF, they following 
•tardily, till, turning round another bold pro- 
tuWrancc of the rocks, we faw a boat making 
towards us^ and foon learnt that it was the 
lieutenant himfdf^ coming with fome earneft- 
pefs to fee who we were- 

To fave the failors any further toil, I had 
tny baggage inftantly removed iilto his boat ; 
for, as he could {peak englifli, a previous 
parley was not neceflary ; though Marguerite's 
TefpeiS: for me could hardly ke^p her from ex- 
prefling the fear, ftrongly marked on her 
countenance, which my putting ourfelves 
into the power of a ftrange n:ian excited. He 
pointed out his cottage ; and, drawing near 
to it, I was not forry to fee a female figure, 
though I had not, like Marguerite, beea 
thinking of robberies, murders, or the other 
•evil which inftantly, a^^ the failors would have 
faid, runs foul of a woman's imagination. 

On entering, I was ftill better pleafed to find 
a clean houfc, with fome degree of rural ele- 
gance. The beds were of muflln, coarfe it is 
true, but dazzlingly white ; and the floor was 
/ftrewed over with little fprigs of juniper (the 
jcuftom, as 1 afterwards found, of the country), 
which formed a contraft with the curtains 
B 4 and 
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and produced an agreeable fenfation of frefli- 
nefs, to foften the ardour of noon. Still no- 
thing was fo pleafmg as the alacrity of hofpi- 
tality — all that the houfe afforded was quibkly 
fpread on the whiteft linen. — Remember I 
had juft left the veffel, where, without being 
faftidious, I had continually been difgufted. 
Fifh, milk, butter, and cheefe, and I am forry 
to add, brandy, the bane of this country, were 
fpread on the board. After we had dined, 
hofpitality made them, with fome degree of 
myftery, bring us fome excellent coflFee. I did 
not then know that it was prohibited. 

The good man of the houfe apologized for 
coming in continually, but declared that he 
was fo glad to fpeak englifh, he could not 
ftay out. He need not have apologized; I 
was equally glad of his company. With the 
wife I could only exchange fmiles ; and fhe 
was employed obferving the make of our 
clothes. My hands, I found, had firft led her 
to difcover that I was the lady. I had; of 
courfe, my quantum of reverences ; for the 
politenefs of the north feems to partake of the 
coldnefs of the climate, and the rigidity of it$ 
irofi fmewe4 rocks. Amongft the peafantry, 
there is, however, fo much of the fnnplicity 

of 
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of the golden age in this land of flint-^fo 
much overflowing of heart, and fellow- 
feeling, that only benevolence, and the honeft 
fympathy of nature, diffufed fmiles over my 
countenance when they kept me Handing, re- 
gardlefs of my fatigue, whilft they dropt 
courtefy after courtefy. 

The fituation of this houfe was beautiful, 
though chofen for convenience. The mafter be- 
ing the officer who commanded all the pilots on 
the coaft, and the perfon appointed to guard 
wrecks, it was neceffary for him to fix on 
a fpot that would overlook the whole bay. 
As he had feen fome fervice, he wore, not 
without a pride I thought becoming, a badge 
to ptove that he had merited well of his 
country. It was happy, I thought, that he had 
been paid in honour j for the ftipend he re- 
ceived was little more ^han twelve pounds 
a year. — I do not trouble myfclf or you with 
the calculation of fwedifli ducats. Thus, my 
friend, you perceive the neceffity of per- 
quifites. This fame narrow policy runs through 
every thing. I fliall have occafion further to 
animadvert on it. 

Though my hoft amufed me with an 
account of iiimfelf, which gave me ?n idea 

of 
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of the manners of the people I was about to 
vifit, I was eager to climb the rocks to view 
the country, and fee whether the honeft tars 
had regained their fhip. With the help of the 
lieutenant's telefcOpfe I faw the veflel under- 
way with a fair though gentle gale* Th-e fea 
was calm, playful even as the moft ihallow 
ftream^ and on the vaft hafon I did not fee a 
ilark fpeck to indicate the boat. My con- 
ductors were confequently arrived. 

Straying fuxther, my eye was attracted by 
the fight of fome heart's-eafe th^ peepedt 
through the rocks. I caught at it as a good 
omen, and going to preferve it in a letter that 
had not conveyed balm to my heart, a criiel 
remembrance fufFufed my eyes ; but it pafleil 
away like an April fhowen If you are deep 
read in Shakfpeare, you will recolledi that 
this was the little weftern flower tinged by 
love's dart, \ihich " maidens call love iii 
idlenefs," The gaiety of my babe was un- 
mixed; regardlefs of omens or fentiments, 
fhe found a few wild ftrawberries more grate- 
ful than flowers or fancies. 

The lieutenant informed me that this was 

a commodious bay. Of that I could not 

judge, though I felt its pidurefque beauty, 
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Rocks were piled on rocks, forming a fuit- 
able bulwark to the ocean. Come no fur- 
ther, they emphatically faid, turning their 
dark fides to the waves to augment the idle 
roar. The view was fterile : ft ill little patches 
of earth, of the moft exquifite verdure, ena- 
melled with the fweeteft wild flowers, feemed 
to promife the goats and a few ftraggling 
cows luxurious herbage. How filent and 
peaceful was the fcene. I gazed around with 
rapture, and felt more of that fpontaneous 
pleafure which gives credibility to our expect 
tation of happinefs, than I had for a long, long 
time before, I forgot the horrors I had wit- 
neflied in France, which had caft a gloom 
over all nature, and fuffering the enthufiafm 
of my chara»der, too often, gracious God ! 
.damped by the tears of difappointed afFe(3:ion, 
to be lighted up afrefh, care took wing while 
iimple fellow feeling expanded my heart. * 

To prolong this enjoyment, I readily at- 
fented to the propofal of our hoft to pay a 
vifit to a family, tiie matter of which fpoke 
englifh, who was the drolleft dog in the 
country, he added, repeating fome of his 
ftories,witha hearty laugh. 

I walked on, ftill delighted with the rucle 

beauties 
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beauties of the fcene ; for the fublime oftea 
gave place imperceptibly to the beautiful, di-» 
lating the emotions which were painfully 
concentrated. 

When we entered this abode, the. largcft I 
had yet feen, I was introduced to a numerous 
family ; but the father, from whom I was led 
to exped fo much entertainment, was abfent. 
The lieutenant confequently was obliged to be 
the interpreter of our reciprocal compliments, 
Tlie phrafes were awkwardly tranfmitted, it 
is true ; but looks and geftures were fuffi- 
cient to make them intelligible and interefting, 
>The girls were all vivacity, and refpedl for 
jne could fc^cely kepp th^m from romping 
with my toft, who, asking for a pinch o£ 
fnufF, was prefented with a box, out of which 
an artificial rooufj?, f^ftened to the bottom, 
fprung. Though this trick had doubtlefs 
beep played time out of mind, yet the 
laughter it excited was not lefs genuine. 

They were overflowing with civility ; but 
to prevent their almoft killing my babe with 
kindnefs, I was obliged to fhorten my vifit ; 
and two or three of the girls accompanied xis, 
bringing with them a part of whatever the 
houfe afforded to contribute towards render- 
ing 
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ing my fupper more plentiful ; . and plentiful 
in fadl it was,' though I with difficult;^ did 
honour to fome of the difhes, not relifliing 
the quantity of fugar and fpices put into every 
thing. At fupper my hoft toid me bluntly 
that I was a woman of obfervation, for I aflced 
him mens quejiions. 

The arrangements for my journey were 
quickly made j I could only have a car with 
poft-horfes, as I did not chufe to wait till a 
rarriage could be fent for to Gothenburg. 
The expenfe of my journey, about one 
or two and twenty englifli miles, I found 
would not amount to more than eleven or 
twelve ihillings, paying, he aflured me, ge- 
neroufly. I gave him a guinea and a hal£ 
But it was with the greateft difficulty that I 
could make him take fo much, indeed any 
thing for my lodging and fare* He declared 
that it was next to robbing me, explaining 
how much 1 ought to pay on the road. 
However, as I was pofitive, he took the gui- 
nea for himfelf ; but, as a condition, infiitcd 
on accompanying* me, to prevent my meet- 
ing with any trouble or impofition on the 
way. 

I then retired to my apartment with re- 
gret. 
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gfet. The night was fo fine, that Iwould gladly 
have rambled about much longer ; yet recol- 
leding that I muft rife very early, 1 reluct- 
antly went to bed : but my fenfes had been fo 
awake, and my imagination ftill continued 
jfo bufy, that I fought for reft in vain. 
Rifing before fix, 1 fcented the fweet morn- 
ing air; I had long before heard the birds 
twittering to hail the dawning day, though 
it could fcarcely have been allowed to have 
departed. 

Nothing, in fa<3:, can equal the beauty of 
the northern fummer's evening and night ; if 
night it may be called that only wants the 
glare of day, the full light,* which frequently 
feems fo impertinent ; for I could write at 
midnight very well without a candle. - I con- 
templated all nature at reft; the rocks,' even 
grown darker in their appearance, looked as 
if they partook of* the general repofe, and re- 
clined more heavily on their foundation.— 
What, I exclaimed, is this active principle 
which keeps me ftill awake ? — Why fly my 
thoughts abroad when every thing around me 
appears at home ? My child was fleeping 
with equal calmnefs — innocent and fweet as 
the clofing floWers. — Some recolledions, at- 
tached 
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tachcd to the^.idpaDf horasey mingled witli 
refle<9:ioi4s refpe£tmg the ftate of fociety I had 
beed contemplating that evening, made a tear 
drop on the rofy cheek T had j«ft kified ; 
and emotions that trembled on the brink of 
extacy and agony gave a poignancy to my 
fenfations, which made me feel more alive 
than ufuaL 

What are thefe imperious fympathies ? 
How frequently has melancholy and even 
myfanthropy taken poffeflion of me, when the 
world has difgufted me, and friend^ have 
proted unkind. I have then conftdered my- 
fclf as a particle broken off from the grand 
mafs of mankind ; — I was alone, till fome in- 
voluntary fympathetic emotion, like the at- 
jraCtion of adhefion, made me feel that I was 
ftiH a part of a mighty whole, from which I 
could not fever myfelf — not, perhaps, for the 
refledion has been carried very fjw, by fnap- 
jping the thread of an exiftence which lofes its 
chantis in proportiaa as the cruel experience 
of life ftops or poifoQ;5 the current of the heart/ 
Futurity, what haft thou not to give to thofe 
who know that there is fuch a thing, as: 
happinefs T I fpeak not of philofophical con- 

tentmeat^ 
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tentment, though pain has afforded them the 
ftrongeft conviction of it. 

After our coffee and . milk, for the miftrefs 
of the houfe had been roufed long before us 
by her hofjpitality, my baggage was taken 
forward in a boat by my hoft, becaufe the 
car could not fafely have been brought to the 
houfe. 

The road at firft was very rocky and trou- 
blefome ; but our driver was careful, and the 
horfes accuftomed to the frequent and fudden 
acclivities and defcents ; fo that not apprehend- 
ing any danger, I played with my girl, whom* 
I would not leave to Marguerite's care, on ac- 
count of her timidity. 

Stopping at a little ^nn to bait the horfes, I 
faw the firft countenance in Sweden that dif- 
pleafed me, though the man was better 
dreffed than any one who had as yet fallen 
in my way. An altercation took place htr 
tween him and my hoft, the purport of 
which I could not guefs, excepting that I was 
the occafion of it, be it what it would. The 
fequel was his leaving the houfe angrily ; and 
I was immediately informed that he was the 
cuftom-boufe* officer. The profefEonal had 
indeed effaced the national character, for 
3 living 



li^ing«^^ gdijd^^itb.(he^]fmnk heritable 
pfaple,,ftUl only, the excife^nan ly^peared^T— 
the cotti3Lterpa^ of.fpnjje Ij^ted n\gx jyit^^in 
England and France. I was unprovided with 
a paflport, not having entered any great town. 
At Gothenburg 1 knew I could immediately 
obtaift cJAe, «t^ only the trouble made mc ot- 
jed: to the fearching my trunks. He bluftered 
for money ; but the lieutenant was deter- 
mined to guard m^, according to promife, froni 
impolition. 

To avoid being interrogated at the town- 
gate, and obliged to go in the rain to give an 
account of myfelf, merely a form, before we 
could get the refrefhment we ftood in need of^ 
he requeued us to defcend, I might have faid 
ftep, from our c^, and walk into town. 

I cxpeded to have found a tolerable inn, 
but was ulhered into a moft ^omfortlefs one j 
and, becaufe it was about five o'clock, three 
or four hours after their dining hour, I could 
not prevail on them to give me any thing 
warm to eat. 

The appearance of the accommodations 
oHigcd tne to deliver one of my recommenda- 
tory letters, and the gentleman, to whom it 
l?v-^s addreflcd, fent to look out for a lodging 

C iox 



for me whilft 1 partdok of fiis ftxpptr. Ai 
nothing pafled at this fuppdr to thixB&ctiti 
the countrjr, I ihatt htrt clofc my Ifettcr. 



Your'd trulyv 
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li:tter If* 

Gothenburg is a clean airy town, and 
having been built by the dutch^ has canals 
running through each ftreet, and in fome of 
then> there are rows of trees that would ren- 
der it very pleafant were it not for the pave- 
ment, which is intolerably bad. 

There are feveral ricli commercial houfes, 
fcotch, french, and fwedifli j but the fcotch, 
I beK^e, have been the moft fuccefsfuL The 
commerce and commiilion bufmeis with 
France fmcc the war, has be en very lucra- 
tive, and enriched the merchants, I am afraid^ 
at the expence of the other inhabitants, by 
raifmg the price of the neceflaries of life* 

As all the mea of confequence, I mean 
men of the largeft fprtune, are merchants, 
their principal enjoyment is a relaxation from 
hudnefs at the table, which is fpread at, I 
think, too early an hour (between one and 
two) for ipien who have letters to write and 
accounts to fettle after paying due refpedl to 
the bottle. However, when numerous cir- 
cles are to be brought together, and when 
Bf^ither literature nor public amufements far- 
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nifli topics for converfation, a good dinner 
appears to be the only centre to rally round, 
cfpecially as fcandal, the zeft of more feled 
parties, can only be '^rhifperedr As for poli- 
tics, I have feldom found it a fubjeft of con- 
tinual difcuflion in a country town in any 
part of the world. The politics of the place 
being on a fmaller fcale, fuits better with the 
fize of their .faculties ; for, generally fpeak- 
ing, jbefphereof obfervation- determines the 
extent; of the mind. uj- 

^ Th4 more L fee of the world, the m6re I 
^m convinced that civilization is a bJefTmg 
n<)t fuffi^iently eftimit^d by thofe who* \wf€ 
not traced its prpgrefs ;•. for it not only refines 
our enjoy rtxents, but produces a. variety whicii 
enables us to. retain the priti^itive delicacy of 
our fenfations. Without the aid of the imB^i- 
nation all the pleafurpp of the lenffs muft 
fink into groffnefs, unlefs continual 'r>ovelty 
ferve as a fubfiitute for the imagiAation) 
jvhich being impofrible,^ it was to this wcarir 
nefs, I fuppofe, . that Solomon . alluded wheri 
he declared that there, was nothing new un- 
der the fun !— -nothing for the common fenfa- 
tions excited by the fenfes, Yet v/ho will 
deny that the imagination and underftanding 

have 
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have made many, very many difcaveries^ fince 
thofe days, which only feem harbingers of 
others Hill more noble and heneficiah I 
n^ver met with much imagination amongft 
people who had not acquired a habit of re- 
flexion ; and in that ftate of fociety in whicl^ 
the judgment and tafte are not called forth, 
and formed by the cultivation of the arts and 
fciences, little of that delicacy of feeling an4 
thinking is to be found charaderized by the 
word fentiment. The want of fcientific pur- 
fuits perhaps accounts for the hoipitality, as 
well as for the cordial reception which ftranger^ 
receive from the inhabitants of fmall towns. 

Hofpitality has, I think, been* too much 
praifed by travellers as a proof of goodnefs of 
heart, when in my opinion indifcriminat^ 
hofpitality is rather a criterion by which you 
may form a tolerable eftimate of the indo- 
lence or vacancy of a head ; or, in other 
words, a fondnefs for focial pleafures in 
which the mind not having its proportion of 
' exercife, the bottle muft be pufhed about. 

Thefe remarks are equally applicable 

to Dublin, the mod hofpitable . city I 

ever pafled through. But I will try to 
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confine my obfetrations more particularfy 
to Sweden, 

It is true 1 have only had a glance over a. 
fmall part of it ; yet of its prcfent ftate cT 
manaers and acquirements I think I have 
formed a diftinft idea, without having vifited 
the capita!, where, in fadl, lefs of a national 
charader is to be found than in die remote 
parts cf the eovintry. 

The fwedes pique thcmfelres on tfceir p^ 
litenefs ; but far from being the polifli of a 
cultivated fhind, it confifts. merely of tireforoe 
Toims and ceremonieSr So far indeed from 
entering immediateFy into your charader, and 
making you feel inftantly at your eafc, like the 
well-bred firench, their ovcr-aded civility is a 
eontinual reftradnt cm all your actions^ The 
fort of fuperiority which a fortune give^ 
when there is no fuperiority of education, ex- 
cepting what confifts in the obfenrapncfe of 
fenfelefs forms, has a contrary effeft than 
what ?s intended; fo that I could not help^ 
reckoning the peafantry the politeft people g€ 
Sweden, who only aiming at pleaiing' you, 
never think of being admired for their beha- 
viour* 

Their tables, like rheir compliments,, fecm 

equally 
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cquatty a catica^Dre of the jGrench. The 
diibes ate coqappfed, as well as theirs, of a 
variety of mpctures to deftroy the native 
tafte of the fpod without jbeing s(S relifhing. 
Spices and fu@ar are .put into every thing, 
e^ea into the i>r«ad $ aod the only way I can 
account for their partiality to high-feafoned 
di&es, is thjecoQ(laat ufe of -falted provifions. 
^eceffity obliges them to Jay up a ftore of 
dried fiihy and falted meat, for the winter ; 
4nd in funxmer, freih meat and fi£h tafle in- 
iipid after them- To wluch may be added the 
conftant ufe of fpirits. Every day, before 
dinner and fupper, even whilft the difhes are 
cooling on the table, men and women repair 
to ailde^tafale, and to obtaia ah appetite, eat 
Inread and butter, cheefe, caw ialmon, or an- 
chovies, drinking a gla& of brandy, SaK 
fiih or meat then immediately follows, to 
fpjrt ^ ii^tber whet to the ftomach. As the 
dinner advances, pardon me for.t^jdng up a 
few miautes to defqrihe what, alas ! has die^ 
tmktd me two or three hour^ on the ftretch, 
obferviujg, jdifli after diih is changed, in endlefs 
rotation, and handed Jcouod with folemn pace 
to each gueft ; butihoutdyou happen not to like 
the firft di£hes^ which was often my cafe, it is 
C 4 a grofs 



agrofs breacli of jpolitenefs to afk fot part of 
any other till its turn' comes. But haVe' 
patience, and there will be eating 'enough/ 
Allow ihe to run over the ads of a vifiting' 
day, not Overloolcing the ihterludes. 
j Prelude a luncheon — ^theri'a fucceflion of 
fifti, flefh ana fowl 'for two hourg ; during^ 
which time 'the defert, I was forry for ther 
flrawbefries aiid dt-edriti, refts on the table \(r 
be impregnated* by the fumes of the viands'.* 
Coffee immediately follows in the drawing-* 
room ;' but does hot preclude punch, ale, tea: 
arid cakes, raw falmon, &C. A Tapper brings 
tiplhe rear, not forgettingfhe iritroduftory iuh^' 
cheori, atmoft' equalling in r^mtyves the din-' 
iief. A day *of ^this kind you would ima-< 
girie fiifflcifent— but a to-morrow and a to-mor-« 
row — ^A ne^er*endirig,ftill beginning feaft 
may bq bearable, perhaj^s, ^vhfen "^ftefh winter 
frowns, fhakiilg with chilling afpidd his hoary 
locks ; but dufirig a'ftimMer, fweet as fleeting^ 
lef me, nly kind fti'angers^' efcape fometimes 
into your fir groves, wander oh the margin of 
your beautiful lakes,*" or' climb your rocks 
to tiew ftill others ih ' endlefs perfpeftive ; 
which, piled by mor« ' than 'giant's hand, fcafe 
the heavens to Intercept its riys, or to receive 

the 
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tlie parting tinge of lingering day — day that, 
fcarcely foftened^ ' into twilight, allows the 
frelhening breeze to wake, and tHe moon to 
bUrft forth in all her glory to glide with fo^ 
lenwi elegance through the azure cxpanfe. * 
The cow*s bell h^ar? ceafed to^ tinkle the 
herd to reft; they > have ^1 paced acrofs the 
heath. Is not this the witching time, of night.? 
The waters murmur, and fall with more tlian 
. mortaj mufic, . and fpirits of peace walk abroad 
to oalm the agitated breaiL Eternity is in 
thefc .moments ; worldly cares melt injo _the 
airy ftu fF that dr^ms are made of; and re - 
verie s, mild and enchanting as the firft hope s 
oi love, or the recoileCtion ot lolt enjoyment, 
carry the haplefs wight into futurity, who, in 
buftling life, has vainly ftrove to throw off the 
grief which lies heavy at the heart. Good 
night ! A crefcagt ;hangs out in the vault 
before, which woos me to ftray abroad : — it is 
,not a filvery reflection of the fun, but glows 
with all its golden fplendour. Who fears the 
falling dew ? U only makes the mown grafb 
fmell more fragrant. 

Adieu ! * 
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The populatibii of Sweden iiate been cfti* 
mated frbm two millions and a hstif to threo 
millibds } a fmall nuaiber for fuch an im^ 
menfe traft of country : of which only fo 
much is cultivate, and that in the fimpleft 
manner, as is abfolutely nedeflafy to fupply 
t^e necefiaries of life; and near the iea- 
Ihore, iBrom whence herrings are eafily pro- 
cured, there fcafcely appears a teftige of cul- 
tivation. The fcattered huts that ftand ihiver- 
ing on the naked rocks, leaving the pitilefs 
dements, are formed of logs of wood, rudely 
hewn ; and fo little pains are taken with the 
craggy foundation, that nothing like a path* 
way points out the door. 

Gathered into himfelf by the cold, lower- 
ing his vifage to avoid the cutting blaft, is it 
furprifmg that the churlifh pleafure of drink-^ 
ing drams takes place of focial enjoyments 
amongft the poor, efpeqially if we take into 
the account, that they moftly live on high- 
feafoned provilions and rye bread ? Hard 
enough, you may imagine, as it is only baked 
onpe a yean The fervants alfo, . in moft fa?- 
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milies, eat this kind of bread, and have a 
different kind of food from their matters^ 
which, in fpite of all the arguments I have 
heard to vindicate the cuftom, app^rs to. me 
a remnant of barbarifm. 

In fad, the fituation of the fervants 
in every refpedl, particularly that of the 
women, ihews how far the fwedes arc from 
having a juft conception of rational equality. 
They are-not termed flaves % yet a man may 
ftrike a man with impunity becaufe he payi 
him wages j though thefe wages are fo low, that 
tieceffity muft teach them to pilfer, whilft 
fervility renders them falfe and boorifli. Still 
the men ftand up for the dignity of man, by 
oppreffing * the women. The moft meni^iU 
and even liboripua offices, are therefore left to 
thefe poor drudges. Much of this I have 
feen. In the winter, I am told, they take the 
linen down to the river, to wafli it in the cold 
water ; and thou^ their hands, cut by the ice, 
are cracked and bleeding, the men, their fel- 
low fervants, will not di%race their manhood 
by can-ying a tub to lighten their burden. 

Yoi» will not be furprrfed to hear that they 
do not wear (hoes or ftockings, when I in- 
form you that their wages ar« fel(iom mQjr 
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than twenty or thirty fliillings per annum. It 
is the cuftom, I know, to give them a new 
yeat's gift, and a prefent at fome other per 
riod ; but can it all amount to a juft indem* 
nity for their labour ? The treatment of 
fervants in moft countries, I grant, is very 
unjuft ; and in England, that boafted land of 
freedom, it is often extremely tyrannical. J 
have frequently, with indignation, heard gen^^ 
tlemen declare that they would never allow 
a fervant to anfwer them ; and ladies of the 
Ynoft cxquifite fenfibility, who were con-^ 
tinually exclaiming againft the cruelty of the 
vulgar to the brute creation, have in my 
prefence forgot that their attendants had hu- 
man feelings, as well as forms. I do not 
know a more agreeable fight than to fee 
fervants part of a family. By taking an in- 
tereft, generally fpeaking, in their concerns^ 
you infpire them with one for yours. We 
muft love our fervants, or we ftiall never be 
fufficiently attentive to their happinefs ; and 
•how can thofe matters be attentive to their 
happinefs, who living above their fortunes, 
aire more anxious to outfhine their neigh- 
bours than to allow their houfhold the irj- 
nocent enjoyments they earn* . * 

It 
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It is, in fad, much mpre difficult for 
fervants who are tantalized, by feeing and* 
preparing the daintieis of which they are not 
to partake, to remain honcft, than the poor, 
whofe thoughts are not led from their homely* 
fiare; fo that, though the fervants here are 
<;ommonly thieves, you feldom hear of houfe- 
breaking, or robbery on the highway. Th^ 
country is, perhaps, too* thinly inhabited toi 
produce many of that defcription of thieves 
termed footpads, or highwaymen. They are 
ufually the fpawn of great cities ; the eSeft' 
of the fpurious defires generated by wealth, 
rather than the defperate ftruggles of poverty 
to efcape from mifery. 

The enjoyqaent df the peafantry was drink- 
ing brandy and coffee, before the latter wafi( 
prohibited, and the former not allowed to be 
privately diftilled. The wars carried on by the 
latte king rendeoritig it neceffary to^ncreafe 
the revenue, and retain the fpetic inthe coun- 
try by every poflibte mean?.' . '" 

The taxes before- th« reign of Charles the 
twelfth \yere iftconfldeijable. Since* then, the 
burden has continually been growing heavier, 
and the price of provifions has proportionably 
inQreafed ; nay, thg acjvantage accruing from 
the e^cportation of cora to Frapcc, and rye to 

Germany', 
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CJerman'^, will probably produce a fcarcity 
in both -Sweden and Norway, fliould not 
a peate put a ftop to it this autumn ; for fpe- 
cuiations of varioug kinds have already almoil 
doubled the price.* 

Such are the cfFc^s of war, that it faps 
the vitals even of the neutral countries, who, 
obtaining a fudden influx of wealth, appear to 
be rendered flourifhing by the definition 
which ravages the haplefs nations who are 
lacrificed to the ambition of their governors* 
I fhall not, however, dwell on the vices, 
though they be of the moft contemptible and 
cmbruting caft, to which a fudden accpflion 
of fortune gives birth, becaufe I believe it 
may be delivered as an axiom that it is only in 
proportion to the induftry neceffary to acquire 
v/ealth, that a nation is really benefited 
by it. . 

The prohibition of drinking coffee, under 
a penaky, and the encouragement given to 
public diftilleries^ tend to impoverilh the poor^ 
,!irfio arc not afl^d:ed by the fumptuary laws ; 
Ibr the regent has lately laid very fevere 
Itftraints oti the article of drefs, which the 
Rliddling clafs of pe<^le foun4 grievous 
becaufe it obliged them to throw afide 
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finery that might have laft^d them for their 
lives. *. 

Thefe may be termed vexaciotis j ftlll the 
death of the king, by faving them from the 
confequeuces his anU)itioQ would naturally 
have entailed on them, may be reclvned a 
blefling. 

BeTides, the French revolution ha$ not only 
rendered all the crowned heads mote cautious, 
but has fo decreafed every where (excepting 
amongft themfelvcs) a refped for nobiUty, 
that the peafantry have not only loft their 
blind reverence for their feigniors, but com- 
plain, in a manly ftyle, of oppreffions which 
before they did not think of denominating 
fuch, becaufe' they were taught to^confidei: 
themfelves as a different order of beings. And^ 
perhaps, the efforts which the ariftocrats are 
making here, as well as in every other part of 
Europe, to fecure their fway, will be the 
moft effedual mode of underxpining it ; taking 
into the calculation, that the king of Sweden, 
like moft of the potentates of Europe, ha% 
continually been augmenting his power by 
cncrofltching on the privileges of the nobles. 

* The ladies are only allofn^ ^ ^^^ black and wUce 
filks, and plain maflins^ bciid<^ other ref^dtions of a Hko 
nature. 
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The .well-bred fwedes, of the coital are 
formed on the ancient french model,; and 
they in general fpeak that language j for they 
Jiave .a knack at acqxiiring lang\iages, with 
tolerable fluency. . Thjs miy be reckoned an 
advantage in .fome reijpefts j but it prevents 
the cultivation of their own, and any con- 
fiderable advance in literary purfuits. 

A feijfible vv^rit^r * has lately obferyed, (I have 
pot his work by me, therefore cannot Quot^ 
his ex^A, words) * that the americans very 
wifely let the europeans make their books 
and feft>ions for them/ But I Cannof co- 
incide with him in this opinion. The re- 
flexion neceflary to pro4uce a certain number 
even of tolerable produftlons^ augments, njor^ 
than he is aware of, the mafs of knowledge \n 
the community. Defultory reading is cpm- 
iTiooly merely a paftjme. .But we muQ: hay? aA 
object, to r^fer our refleftions tq, or they will 
feldom go below the furface. As 'in tra- 
vellings the keeping of a journal excites to 
fnany ufeful enquiries that would not have 
^been thought of, had tlie traveller only de- 
termined ' to fee all he could fee, without eve? 
afking himfelf for what purpofe. Befides, thq 
Very dabbling in literature furniihes harmiefs 

topic§ 
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tt)pits of convdffiLtiori ; tbt the not having 
fuch fubje<as at hand, though they afe ofteit 
infupponably fatiguing^rtnders the inhabitants 
of little towns prying and cenforiofis* Idle- 
nefs, rather than ill-nature^ gives birth to 
fcandal^ and to the obfervation of little in- 
cidents which narrows tlie mind. It is fre* 
qiiently b'nly the fear of being talked of; 
which produces that puerile fcrupulofity about 
trifles incompatible with an enlarged plan of 
ufefulncfs, and with the bafi^ of all moral 
principles^— refpcdt for the virtues which are 
not merely the virtues of convention, 

I am, my friend, more and more convinced 
,that a metropolis, or an abode. abfolutely foli- 
tary, is the beft calculated for the improvement 
of the heart, as well as the underftanding ; 
whether we defire to become acquainted with 
man, nature, or ourfelves. Mixing with man- 
kihd, we are obliged to e>camine our pre- 
judices, and often imperceptibly lofe, as. 
we analyze them. And in the country, grow* 
ing intimate Math nature, a thoufand little 
circu mftances, unfeen by vulgar eyes, giye 
birth to fentiments dear to the imaguiation> 
and inquiries which expand the foul, particu- 
-^ — D l^j 
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larly when cultivation has not fmoothcd intcf 
infipidity aU its originality of chara&er. 

I love the country ; yet whenever I fee a 
pidurefque fituation chofen on which to eteft 
a dwelling, I am always afraid of the im- 
provements. It requires uncommon taftc to 
form a whole, and to introduce accommoda^ 
tions and ornaments analogous with the fur- 
rounding fcene *. 

I vifited, near Gothenburg, a houfe with 
improved land ahout it, with which I was 
particularly delighted. It was clofc- to a lake 
cmbbfomed in pine clad rocks. In one part of 
the meadows, yOur eye was diredled to the 
broad expanfe ; in another^ you were led 

into 



** With refpeft to gardenitig ifi England, I think we often 
:ftiake an egregious blunder by introducing t«« imiek (hade ; 
not conf^dering that the fhade which oor cfimate requires 
need not be very thick. If it keep off the intenfe heat of the 
fun, and afford a folitary retiremeitt, it is fufteient. But in 
many great gardfens> or pleafste-grounds, the fun*s rays can 
Scarcely ever, penetrate. Thefe may anwife the eye ; yet they 
are not heme fwalis to which the owner can retire ta enjoy 
air and folxtude ; for, excepting dtirlng an extraordinary dry 
ftimmcr, they a^ damp ajid chill. For tke fame reafon, 
grottoes are. abfurd in this temperate climMe. An. um- 
brageous tree will affo|d fufiicient fhclter from the moft ardent 
heat, thaC we ever feci. To fpeak explicitly, the ufefulncfs 
' . 0f 
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a river, r^fti sijnpi^ft i^^ fr^gpnentscf .ro^I^^ 
and ;^opto .<?£- trt^s j nf>tMi|g;[fe]9nMd',foYfi€^ 

table, aqd fejit^ |^fc^ ^,i^..tti« might lm?e 
feryed for ^'di:ui4'$ ;h*jj}|tj: ;^)iyft ^a pl|i,5i4 
ftream below: ?ftUv«ned 4:H^j4owr^s .on.;|t^ 
mairgiia, iirJ^ere Ugbt-fooiDfd .-^Ivc!* >*5«wldf gladly 
hajve daaeeriE Ihek ^fey JP*W^^^^ > >.* 

.'Hefic the iiaad J^f ofte y^ i(mftf]?i<WHifl^ 
though not obtrufijre,? afid .fptfleiei % cjpntittft 
with another abode in the fame neighbour* 
hoodvon which muth /money had been la- 
viflied : where italian colonades were placed 
to excite the wonder of the rude, craggs ; and 

of a garden ought to be confpiCuous> becaufe it ought not to 
be planted for the feafon when nature wantons in her prime ; 
for the whole Country is then a garden— far fweeter. If not very 
extenfive, I think a garden ihould contain more fhrubs and 
flowers than lofty trees ; and in order to admit the fun-beams 
to enliven our fpring, autumn and winter, ferpentine 'walks, 
the rage for the line of beauty, fhould be made to fubmit to 
convenience. Yet, in this country, a broad flraight gravel 
walk is a great convenience for thofe who wifti to take 
exercife in all feafons, after rain particularly. When the 
weather is fine, the meadows offer winding paths, far fuperior 
to the formal turnings that inl|rrupt reflexion, without 
amufmg the fancy. 

.:rx wL D 2 a ftone 
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a ftone ftaiir-jcafei to tRrfeatto with dcffni£!roii 
a^wdoderif heufe.-^^ Vihufesaffd Apollos cbi^ 
^etoned^-te Ke^hid itt'fffo^ tferee parts ©f the 
year, fee^d ^HsaUy d^li^^) and cdked the 
Mtentk>n off'^Wthefwr6iittding fuhlimity^ 
Wit^Giit irffpiii4hg^any vc4¥if*u6t» fenfatibns; 
-Vet even tliefe'abdrtidds of vanity have been 
uieftth Niihlfeerfcfe Wcifkmenr harve been em- 
j)Joyed, aiid- the fujperimch&pg artift has im- 
proved the labourers whdfe unikilfulnefs tor- 
onented him, by 6bliging»tfeem to fubmitto the 
dlfd})Hntfdf-wle4. Adieu;!- -' - ' 

• i f yyl i. ' ;. : , YouijV affectionately* . 
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The i fevisrity ftfthe'^lorig fxvi^dhh^wintet:* 

tends- to ^render theo peqplp'^flugigifh i-i&Vi 

tiidugh this feafon ha^ its pecu^afr' plesefures^ 

too much time is employed tb^^goard' a^gaittflE 

its indismency; ■ Still, a3 tvami'.cloathiii]^ is 

abfolutely neceffary,:the.wbniea fpin, amd:'the 

men weave, and by thefe)exefati6ns:getafctece 

to keep out the cold; : e I/hAye' rarely pkffdi 

a knot of cottages witHt)tit^fteingdt)th laid 

oiit to bleach J and wfaeh I^dtitercd^ ahvay$ 

found the women fpinning^ ot kiiittinrg; . 

: A. niiftafccn tendermcfe, /however, &^ their 

children, makes thent, even in-fiimmer,-ioad 

them with;flantid& ; andy havihg;^ fort oof nsh- 

tu^ai antipathy, to ^cold watirj:)thfl'fq\iaii(l ap- 

f)earaii!ce of ^ the poor .habejy.aod'fo fpcak of 

ihc aojtiiDiiarfipieU which flknfiiel and' rugs retain, 

iecnis a:ftply to a queftmn I had ©ftcaaft:ed-~ 

Why IWd not fee mote children itiithe*vii- 

-JagesI paffedithrottgh^ Indeeii th^yrfiadTicn 

appear: to-be nipt an.the'bvid^ haidng;neitjier 

*he gcacfis: jior charms iof their age. > And. this, 

J: ani'perfuade,d,iis .much m6re;0wing to' the ^ 

ignotance of tibe. motheraithaa to the jrudenefs 
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of the climate. Rendered feeble by the con- 
tinual perfpiratian ' thjcy; 'ace kept in, whilft 
every pore is abforbing unwholefome moif-^ 
tii^^' . they?: gtye :thein, j^ctn at the breaft, 
hfiiladYifikrAih^Ufcstd: evwy trfbcrrcrude fub^ 
l^^iijae^ :whk&- m ^nd exercifei chiables the 
ffarem toidigeft; ! >,% ! .:' .... .-: .: 

; The;,wdinco...of .forttind here^ as well asi 
CTfer^r where: elfej/have nurfes to iiicfcle their 
children r-> asxi . the 3t6tal rwant .of ' chaftity • in 
the Jowcr dafsL trfH^iomia frequency renders 
tliemtTBiy;unfit*for'the truft* 
*./,ydu have 'fonietimfes remarked, to me the 
difFereiTce of the n^anmers 6f the Gountry girls 
in iEnglknd and'^ih .i^meriba j' attributing the 
kcfervci.of the focmer ;to the diinate-^^to^the 
^bfeiica'iof ^genial funa» Bqt it>iriuft)h« theit 
ibaci^ ; qot ' the tqph^f rg gently ftcaling -on their 
'feirfes^iVbilch 'heyelbad frj^i^ womfen aftray.^-f 
^WhtsT' can rlfaok' atithefe ro(zksy'ihd"allow itit 
-vdltu^oufnefs of i nati^re to b6 an/ excufe for 
-^atifj^iiig ih"e ddfirosf it ini^ires?- W^ TOuff, 
ftkdrefferry finH fptrie "^otb^r caufe befi^e -vpL 

luj[)taoiifnefs^ ' I believe, to jiccodnt for the 
;cbadii£f' of the fwedifli^and imericati coxint*;^^ 

glrlfr J ibf I am led t4> conclude, -from 4U the 

pfaferyatiphfe L'bavi^^madei, that tK^rew^ alway^ 
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a mixture of fendment and imagrnatioh In 
voluptuoufnefs^ to which neither of thbm 
.bav«tnilchpretdnfio». cr 

The country girjs^ of Ireland and Wales 
equally feel the firft impulfe of nature, 
which, restrained in ^gland by fear' or deli- 
•CM:y, proves that fociety is there in a mof e ad- 
vanced ftate^ Befides, a& the mind is culti- 
vated, and' tafte gains ground, the paffions be- 
cojiae ftronger> and reft on fomething morft 
ftabk than the eafual fympathiesof thetno^ 
tnetot. Health Attd idlenefs will alw^s asci 
count for promifcuous amouirs; and • in ict&^ 
degree I term every perfon idle, the exercife 
of whofe mind does not bear fome propor^ 
tion to that of the body. 

The fwedifh ladies exepcife neither fuflkient- 
ly J of courfe, .grow very fat at an early age ; 
iind when they have not this downy ^ippear^ 
^nce, a comfortable idea, ybu will fay, iji a cold 
climate, they are not remarkable for fine forms,. 
They have, however^ moftly fine complexions; 
but indoleftce makes the lily foon difplace the 
ix)fe. The quantity of coflfee, fpices, arid other 
things of that kind, with want of care, almoft 
univcrfally fpoil their teeth, which contrjift 
but iU with their ruby lips. 

O4 Thp 



( .4° )) 

The maiancrs 'of. Stockholm' ate refined^ 
I hfear^bythe intrddu(2ion:of gallantry ; but 
in the country, romping and coaurfe freedoms, 
with, icoarfcr allufionfii .* keep the : fpirits 
awake. Jn the ;article of. cleanllnefs, the wor- 
meDvof.alLdefcciptions, Jfeem very deficient ; 
and their drefa ihews that vanity is moce in^ 
herentiri women. than^tafte, . 

The men appear ta Havre paid ftill lefs. court 
to the graces. They arc a robufV, healthy 
race,'jdiftiiRgttiIhed for their cpmmon fenfe and 
turn for humour, rather thaa for wit or.f<^ti^ 
meat. -Linjelude not, »i ypu may fuppofe, in 
thi$igeneral char:a£t«r, fome of the nobility and 
ojfficcrs^ who having trayeUed, a^<^ ppUt€i and 
well informed* .. , . 

. I mufti own to you, that the lower clafs. of 
people here amufe and intereft me much 
more than.the middling, with their apiflx good 
breeding, and. prejudices. The fympathy and 
franknefe of heart confpicuous in. the peafantry 
produces even a fimple.gracefulneft of deport;- 
ment, whiqh.has frequently ftruck me as very 
pidurefcjue ; - 1 h^ye often alfo been tQUche4 
by their extreme defire to oblige me, when I 
could not explain my wants, and by their 
earpeft manner of ejcpreffing. that defire. There 

is 
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is fuch a charm ih tendernefs ! — It is fo de- 
lightful to love our fellow-creatutes, and meet 
the honcft affedions as they break forth. Still, 
my good frifend, 1 begin to think that I Ihould 
iv6t like to livc.continuaUy in the country, 
with people whofe mittd$ have fuch a narrow 
range. My h^rt would; frequently be in- 
tereftedi^but my mind would languiih for 
more co'mpanionablfe fociety. 

The beaiities of tiatttr^ appear to me now 
even more allwriag thafl in my youth, becauf? 
my mtercQurf? with the world has formed^ 
without vitiating my tafte. But, with refpeft 
to the inhabitants of the. country, my fancy has 
probably, when difgufted ^Tith artificial man^ 
ners, folaced itfelf by jpii^kipg the advantages 
of cultivajtion with the interefting fincerity" 
of innocence, forgetting the laiHtude that ig» 
norance will naturally produce. I like to fee 
animals fporting, and fympathize in their 
pains and pleafurest Still I love fometiities to 
v\&fr the hum^ face divifte, and trace th^ 
foul, as well as the heart, in its varying linear- 
ments. 

A journey to thie couiitry, which | muft 
ihortly make, will enaWe mc to e?ctend my 
remarks,r-Adieu ! 

tETTBR 
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Had I deitmAned to travtl in Sweden 
merely for pleafiire, I fliould pjeobiU^ haw 
chofen the H)ad to Stockholm, t^^ugh coiv 
vinced; .by i^epeated obferv^atliatt, ithat thte 
manners of a people are beft difcrlminated in 
the cotmtiy. The liihabit^tg of the capital 
are all of the f*fne genus ; for the varieties in 
ihe fpccies we muft, therefore, fearch where 
the habitations (tf urien are fo- feparated as to 
;^Ilow the difference of climate to iiave it« na- 
tural efFcift. And with this difference we are, 
perhaps, mbft* forcibly ftruck -at the firft view, 
juft as w^ form aa -eftimate of • the leading 
traits of a character, at the? firft glance, of 
which intiniiacy afterwards makes us almo(^ 
Jofe fight, 

As my affairs called me to Sti^oiiiftad (the 
frontier town of Sweden) in' my way to 
Norway, I was to pafs- over, I heard, the 
moft uncultivated part of the country. StiH 
I believe that the grand features of Sweden 
are the fame everywhere, and it i^ onlythq 
grand features, that acjmit of- -dfefcwptiofA 

ThcvQ 
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There is an indiyiduality In every profpefl:, 
which remains in the memory as forcibly 
dapifted as the particular features that have ar^ 
refted our attention ; yet we cannot finij 
words to difcriminate that individuality fo as 
to enable'a ftranger to fay, this is the fa<;e, that 
the view* We may amufe by fetting the 
imagination to work j but we cannot ftore the 
meaiory with a fad. 

As I wiih to give you z .jgener^l idea of 
this cfnintry, I fhall continue in my defuL 
tory manner to make fuch obfdi^ations and 
refleiJlioqs as the circiimftances draw fordi, 
without lofing time, by endeavouring to ar- 
range them, 

Travelling in Sweden is very cheap, an4 
even commodious, if you make but the proper 
iirrangeraents* Here,.a33 in other pa^ts of the 
continent, it is neceffary to • hiave your owii 
carriage, and to have a felrvant who can fpeak 
the language, if you are unacquainted with it, 
Sometimes a fervant who c^n drive would be 
found very ufeful/ which was our cafe, for I 
tfawelled in company with two gentlemen, 
one of wKom had a german fervant who drove 
yery w?}l, Thj? was ,all the party ; for not 

jUt^pdin^ 
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intendirig to make a long ftay, I left my little 
girl behind me. 

As the roads are not much frequented, to 
avoid waiting three or fo^r hours for horfes,we 
fent, ^s is the cohftant cuftom, an irjant cou-- 
rier the night before, to order theiA at every 
poflr, and we conftantly found them ready. 
Our firft fet I jokingly teitned requijitidn horfes; 
but afterwards we had almoft always little 
fpirited animals that went on at a round pace. 

The roids, making allowance for the ups 
and downsj^'iare uncommonly goo4 and plea- 
fant. The expence, including the poftillions 
and other incidental thitig^s, doe$ not amount 
to more than afhilling the fwediih mile. * 

The inns are tdenible ; but not liking the 
rye bread, I found it neceffary to furnifli 
layfelf with fome wheaten before I fet out. 
The beds too were particularly difa^ablc to 
me. It feemedto me that I was finking into 
^ grave when I entered them ; for, immerfed 
in down placed in a fort of box, I expeSed to 
\)Z fuffocated before morning. The fleeping 
between two down beds, they do fo even in 
fummer, muft be very unwholefome during 

• A Swcdifl;^ ^^ile 5s nearly fix Englifti miles. 
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any feafon ; and I cannot conceive how the 
people can bear it, efpecially as the fummers 
are very warm. But warmth they feem not 
to feel J and, I (hould think, were afraid of 
the air, by always keeping their windows 
fliut. In the winter, I am perfuaded, I could 
not exift in rootns thus clofed up, with ftoves 
heated in their manner, for they only put 
wood into them twice a day ; and, when 
the ftoye is thoroughly heated, they ihut the 
flue, not admitting any air to^.renew its el aft i- 
city, even w^hen the rooms are crowded- with 
company. Thefe ft:oves are made of earthen- 
ware, and often in a form that ornaments an 
apartment, which is never the cafe with the 
heavy iron ones I have feen elfewhere. Stoves 
may be economical ; but I like a fire, a wood 
one, in preference ; and I am convinced that 
the current of air which it attrads renders this 
the beft mode of warming rooms. 

We arrived early the fecond evening at a 
little village called Quiftram, where we had 
dctennined to pafs the night j. having been in- 
forntied that we fliould not afterwards find a 
tolerableiinn until we reached Stromftad. 

Advancing t0war4sQuiftram,as the fiin was 
beginning to decline^ I was particularly im«> 

jpreflcd 
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j^rtetfed by tKe beauty of the fituatioiv The 
road was on the declivity of a rocky moun^ 
tain, flightly covered with' a mofly herb^e 
and vagrant firs. At the bottom, a river, 
ftraggling amongft the reccfles of ftone, wa^ 
haftening forward to the ocean and its grey- 
rocks, of which we had a prdfped on thp 
left, whilft oh the right it ftole peacefully 
forward into the meadows, lofing itfelf in a 
thickly wooded rifing ground. As we dre^ 
near, the lovelieft banks of wild flowers, va- 
riegated the profpedl, and promifed to. exhale 
odours to add to the fweetnefs of the air> 
the purity of which you could almoft fee^~ 
alas ! not fmdil, for the putrifying her- 
rings, which they ufe as manure, after the 
oil has been extrafted, fpread over the 
patches of earth, claimed by cultivation, de-» 
ftroyed every oiher^ 

It was intolerable, and entered with i<$ 
into the inn, which was in other refpe£ts a 
charming retreat. 

Whilft fupper was preparing I crofled the 
bridge, and ftrolled by the river, iiftening to 
its murmurs. Approaching the bank, dbe 
beauty of which had attraded my attention 
« the catriage, I recognized many of my 

old 
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old acquaintance growing with great luxu*^ 
riancy. 

Seated on It, I could not avoid noting an 
6bviou8 remark. Sweden appeared to itie the 
country in the world nioft proper to form 
the botanift and natural hiftorian : every ob- 
jed feemcd to remind me of the creation of 
things, of the firft efforts of fportive nature. 
When a country arrives at a certain ftate of 
perfed:iori, it looks as if it were made fo ; and 
curiofity is not excited. Befides, in focial life 
too many objefts occur for any to be diftindly 
' obferved by the generality of mankind ; yet a 
contemplative man, or pOet, inthe country, I 
do not mean the country adjacent to c itics, 
feels and fees what would efcape vulgur eyes, 
and draws fuitable inferences. This train of 
reflections might have led me further; in every 
fenfe of the word ; but I could not efcape 
from the deteftable evaporation of the herrings, 
which poifoned all my pleafure. 

After making a tolerable fupper, for it Is 
not eafy to get frefh provifions on the road, t 
retired, to be lulled to fleep by the murmur- 
ing of a ftream, of which I with great diffi- 
culty obtained fuffieient to perform my daily 
ablutions. 

The 
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. The laft battle between the Danes and 
Swedes, which gave new life to their ancient 
enmity, was fought atthis pfetceiySfe ; only 
feventeen or eighteen wei;e killed j for the 
great fuperiority of the Da^es and Norwe- 
gians obliged the Swedes to fubmit j but 
ficknefs, and a fcarci^y of provifions, proved 
very fatal to their opponents, on their re- 
turn. 

It would be very eafy to fcarch for tha 
particulars of this engagement in the publi- 
cations of the day; but as this manner of 
filling my pages does not come within my. 
plan, I probably fliould not have remarked, 
that the battle was fought Jiiere, were it not 
to relate an anecdote = which I had from . good 
authprity. 

I noticed, when I firft mentioned this place 
to you, that we defcended a fteep before we 
came to the inn ; an immenfe ridge of rocks 
ftretching out. on one fide. The inn was 
fheltered under them ; and about a hundred 
yards from it was a bridge that croffed the 
river, whofe murmurs I have celebrated ; it 
was not fordable. The fwedifti general re- 
ceived orders to flop at the bridge, and dif-. 
pute the pafTage ; a moft advantageous poft 
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fjtf an army fo mudh inferior in force t but 
the infludnce (Jf beauty i8 not confined to 
courts. The miftrefs of the inn was hand-* 
fome : when I faw her there were ftill fome re-^ 
mains of beauty j and, to preferve her houfe^ 
the general gave up the only tenable ftation* 
He Was afterwards- broke for contempt of or-^ 
ders» 

Approaching th^ frontiers, ct3n(equently the 
fea^ nature refuaied an afpe<a: ruder and 
rud^r, or -rather ' jfetmed • the hones 6f the 
wei^ld waiting to be clothed with every thing 
necfcflary to give lifd and beauty* Still it was 
fttbHme. 

The clouds taught their hue of the roots 
that menaced them* The fun appeared 
afr^ «o fliine, the twifds eeafcd to fing, and 
tbc flowers to Woom } but the eagle fixed, his 
neft high amongft the rocks, and the vuhure 
hoyered over this abode of defolation. The 
farm houfes, in which only poverty refided, 
were formed of logs fcarcely keeping off the 
cold and drifting fnow ; out of them the in- 
hafaitatitd feldom peeped, and the fports or 
prattling of children wa^ neither feen nor 
heard. Thfj current of life feemed congealed 
at the fource : all were not froTien ; for it 
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was fummer, you remember; but everything 
appeared fo dull, th^t I wsdted to fee ice, in 
order to reconcile me to the abfence- of 
gaiety. 

The day before, my attention had fre- 
quently been attracted by the wild beauties 
of the. country we palTed through. 

The rocks which tofled their fantaftic 
heads fo high were often covered with pines 
and firs, varied in the moft pi£turefque man- 
ner. Little woods |illed up the reccffes, when 
forefls did not darken the fcene ; and vallies 
and glens, cleared of the trees, difplayedta 
dazzling verdure which contrafted with the 
gloom of the fhading pines. The eye ftole 
into many a covert where tranquillity feemed 
to have taken up her abode, and the number 
of little lakes that continually prefented them- 
^felves added to the peaceful compofure of the 
fcenery. The little cultivation which ap- 
peared did not break the enchantment, nor 
did caftles resu: their turrets aloft to crufh the 
cottages, and prove that man is more favage 
than the natives of the woods. I heard of 
the bears, but never faw them ftalk forth, 
which I was forry for ; I wifhed to have 
Ceen one in its wild fiate. In the winter, I 
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am told, they fometimes catch a ftray cow^ 
which is a heaVy lofs to tjie ownen 

The farms are fmalL Indeed luoft of* the 
houfes We faw on the road indicated po- 
verty, or rather that the people could juft 
live. Towards the frontiers they grew 
worfe and worfe in their appedx'ance, as i£ 
not willing to put fterility itfelf out of coun- 
tenance. No gardens frailed round the habi- 
tations, ^ not a potatoe or cabbage to eat with 
the fifli drying on a dick near the door* A 
little grain here-and there appeared, the long 
flallcs of which you might almpft reckon^ 
The day. was glopmy when we pafled.ovex.- 
this rejected fpot, the wind bleak, and winter 
feemed to be contending with nature, faintly 
ftruggling to change the feafon. Surely, 
thought I, if the fun ever fhines here, it 
cannot warm thefe ftone^ ; mofs only cleaves 
to them, partaking of their hardnefs ; and 
nothing like vegetable life appears to cheat 
with hope the heart* 

So far from thinking that the primitive 
ilihabitiwts of the world lived in a fouthem 
climate, where Paradife fpontaneoufly arofe, 
I am led to infer, from various circumftances, 
that the firft dwelling 9f man happened to be 
£ a a fpot 



J. (pot Hke this ^which kd him to a^6re a foft 
fo feldom fecn; for this worfliip, which pro- ^ 
baWy preceded that of deniotis or demi-godsy 
cctt'ainly never began in a fouthem clihaate, 
where the contirtual prefence of the fuh pre* 
vefnted its heiHg- cohfidered as a good j or 
rather the want of it never being felt, . thiai^ 
gfefiotis hnnihary would carelefsly'have dif-^ 
fnfed its bleffirigs without being hailed as a 
bfenefadter. Man muft therefore have been 
placed in the horth^ to tempt him to rxm 
after the fuin, iti ordfer tW the different part» 
of the earth might , be peopled. ' Nor do I 
wonder thit hordes \of- barbarians always 
poured out of thefe regions -to feek' fbr 
milder climies, when nothing like cultivationf' 
attached them to the foil; efpecialPy when we 
take into the view that the adventuring fplirit, 
common . to man, is naturally ftronger and 
more genera:? during the infancy of fociety^ 
Theconduft-of the followers of Mahomet, 
and the crufaders, will fufficiently corrcho* ' 
borate niy aflertion. 

Approaching nearer to Stromftad, the ap- 
pearance of the town proved to be quite in 
charatSterwith the country we had juft palled 
through. ' rjicfitated t# ufe the word coun- 
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-try, ..yet ; i;oul4^ ; n^t , find .^another ; ftill it 
/vrould. found ;abfux4 to talk of fields ^ of 

The town.waa-^bu^t.pn,and luider thcnj. 
'Three or four weather-beaten trees were 
flirinking from, the wind^ and thegr^fs 
grew fo fparingly, that I could not avoid 
thinking Dr. Johnfon's. hyperb|oUcal aflertion 
*' that the n^an merited well of his coun- 
try who made a few blades of grafs grow 
where they never grew before,^' might here 
have been uttered with ftri^ propriety. The 
fteeple likewife towered • aloft ; for what is a 
church, even amongft the Lutherans, with- 
out a fteeple ? But to prevent, miichief in 
fuch an expofed fituation, ^it. i* iWifeJy placed 
on a rock at fofne diftance^ not to endanger 
the roof of the church. 

Rambling about, I faw the door open, 
and entered, when to my great furprife I 
found the clergyman reading prayers, with 
only the clerk attending. I inftantly thought 
of Swift's " Dearly beloved Roger ;" but on 
' enquiry I learnt that fome one had died that 
morning, and in Sweden it is cuftomary to 
pray for the dead. 

The fun, who I fufpeded Aever dared to 
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fliine, began now to convince mc ttat he 
came forth only to torment j for though the 
wind was ftill cutting, the rocks became in- 
tolerably warm under my foet; whilft the her- 
ring effluvia, which I before found fo very 
ofFcnfive, once more affailed mc. I haftened 
back to the houfe of a merchant, the little 
fovereign of the place, becaufe he was by far 
the richeft, though not the mayor. 

Here we wiere moft hofpitably received, 
and introduced to a very fine and numerous 
family. I have before mentioned to you the 
lillies of the north, I might have added, water 
lillies, for the complexion of many, even 
of the young women feem to be bleached on 
the bofom of fnow. But in this youthful 
circle the i^ofes bloomed with all their wonted 
frefhnefs, and I wondered from whence the 
fire was ftolen which fparkled in their fine 
bhie eyes. 

Here we flept ; and I rofe early in the 
morning to prepare for my little voyage to 
Norway. I had determined to go by water, 
and was to leave my companions behind ; 
but not getting a boat immediately, and the 
wind being high and unfavourable, I was 
told that it was not fafe to go to fea during 
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luch boifterous weather; I was therefore 
obliged to wait for the morrow, and had the 
prefent day on my hands ; which I feared 
would be irkfome, becaufe the family, who 
pQifeiTed about a dozen french words amongft 
them, and not an englifh phrafe, were anxious 
to amu£e me, and would not let me remain 
alone in my room. The town we had already 
walked round and round ; and if we advanced 
farther on the coaft, it was ftill to view the 
fame unvaried immenfity of water, furrounded 
by barrennefs. 

The gentlemen wifhing to peep ipto Nor- 
way, propofed going to Fredericfhall, the firft 
town, the diftance was only three fwedifli 
miles* There, and back again, was but a 
day's journey, and would not, I thought, 
interfere with my voyage, I agreed, and 
invited the eldeft and prettied of the girls 
to accompany us. I invited her, becaufe I 
liked to fee a beautiful face animated by plea-* 
fure, and to have an opportunity of regard- 
ing the country, whilft. the gentlemen were 
amufing themfelves with hen 

I did not know, for I had not thought of 
it, that we were to fcale fome of the moft 
mountainous cliffs of Sweden, in our way to 
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the ferry whidx feparatcs the twd otma- 
tries. / 

Entering dmongft the cliffa, we werelbel-- 
tered from the wind ; warm fun-beairis began 
to play, ftreams to flow, and groves of 
pines diverfified the rocks. Sometimes they 
.became fuddenly bare and fublime. Once, 
-in particular, after mouhting the moft terrific 
precipice, we had to pafs through a tremen- 
dous defile, where the.clofing chafmfcemed 
to threaten us with inftant dcftruilicm, when 
turning quickly, verdant meadofws and a 
^beautiful lake ' relieved and* charmed my 
-.eyes., ' ' ' , 

I have never travelled through Switzerland ; 
but one of my companions aflurcd me, that I 
fhould not there find aiiy thing fuperipr, if 
equal to the wild grandeur cf thefe vicw3« 

As we had not taken this excurfidn into 
our plan, the horfes had not been previoufly 
ordered, which obliged us to wait two 
hours at the firft poft. The day was weaning 
away* The road was fo bad, that walking 
up the precipices, confumed the time infen- 
fibly. But as we defired horfes at each 
poft ready at a certain hour, we reckoned 
on returning more fpeedily* 

' Wft 
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- "We ftopt to dirie ^ a tolerable farm. Tbey 
bi?Oiight ua odtt feam, ^ butter, cheefe, and 
milk; and the qharge was fo moderate, that 
I fcattered a little raopey amongft the chit. 
(Jren who were peeping at us, in order to pay 
them for their trouble. 

Arrived at the ferry, we were ftill detained ; 
for the people who attend at the ferries have 
.a ftupid kind pf fluggiflinefs in their manr- 
i^r, which is very provoking when you are 
xnhafte. At prefcnt I did not feel it ; for 
fcraniblihg up the cliffs, my eye followed the 
river as it rolled between the grand rocky 
banks ; and to complete the fcenery, they 
were covered 'with firs and pines, through 
which the wind ruftled, as if it were lulling 
itfelf to ilcep with the declining fun. 

Behold us now in Norway ; and I could 
not avoid feeling furprife at obferving the 
difiemice in thcinanndrs of the inhalntants of 
the two fides of the river 5' for every thing (hews 
that the riorwegians are more induftrious and 
more opulent. The Swedes, for neighbours are 
feldom the beft friends, accufe the norwegians 
of knavery,^ and they retaliate by bringing 
a charge of bypocrify againft the Swedes. 
J^pcal crircumftancea probably render both 
I ^ unjuft, 
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unjuft, fpeaking from their feelings, rather 
than reafon : and is this aftonifhing when 
we confider that moft writers of travels 
have done the fame, whofe works hive ferved 
as materials for the compilers of univerfal 
hiftories. All are eager to give a natibnal 
character ; 'which is rarely juft, becaufe they 
do not difcriminate the natural from the ac- 
quired difference. The natural, I believe, on 
due confideration, will be found to confift 
merely in the degree of vivacity or thought- 
fulnefs, pleafure, or pain, infpired by the 
climate, whilft the varieties which the forms 
of government, including religion, produce, 
are much more numerous and unftable. 

A people have been charaderized as ftupid 
by nature ; what a paradox ! becaufe they 
did not confider that flaves, having no obr. 
jed to ftimulate induftry, have not their far- 
culties iharpened by the only thing that can 
exercife them, felf-intereft. Others have 
been brought forward as brutes, having no 
aptitude for the arts and fciences, only be- 
caufe the progrefs of improvement had not 
reached that ftage which produces them. 

Thofe writers who have confidered the 
hiftory of man, or of the human mind, on a 

more 
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more enlarged fcale, have fallen into fimilar 
errors, not reflecting that the paffions are 
weak where the neceflaries of life are too 
hardly or too eafily obtained. 

Travellers who require that every nation 
Ihould refemble their native country, had bet- 
ter ftay at home. It is, for example, abfurd 
to blame a people for not having that degree ' 
of perfonal cleanlinefs and elegance of man- 
ners which only refinement of tafte pro^ 
duces, and will produce every where in pro- 
portion as fociety attains a general poliflu 
The moft eflfential fervice, I prefume, that 
authors could render to fociety, would be to 
promote inquiry and difcufCon, inflead of 
making thofe dogmatical affertions which only 
appear calculated to gird the human mind 
jround with imaginary circles, like the paper 
globe wh;ch reprefents the one he inhabits. 

This fpiiit of inquiry is the charafteriftic 
of the prefent century, from which the fuc- 
ceeding will, I am perfuaded, receive a great 
accumulation of knowledge ; and doubtlefs 
its difFufion will in a great meafure deftroy the 
factitious national characters which have been 
fuppofed permanent, though only rendered 
fo by the permanency of ignorance. 

Arriving 
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"• Arriving at ¥redcric(hail, at the fiege of 
•ifrfiich Charles XII. loft hia life, we had only 
time to take a tfanfieat view of it, whilft 
they were preparing us fome refiefiiment. 
r' Poor Charles! I thought of him with' re- 
"fjpecfJ:. I have always felt the iame for 
Alexander; with whom he has been clafled 
as a madman, by fcreral writers, who have 
' reafoned fuperficiaiiy, confounding the mo- 
^rals of the day with the few grand principles 
• on which unchangeable morality rpfts. Making 
-no allowance for the ignorance a:nd preju- 
dices of the period, they do not perceive how 
much they themfelves are indebted to general 
improvement for the acquirements, and even 
i the virtues, which they would not have had 

the force of mind to attain, by their in- 
dividual exertions in a lefs advanced ftate of 
fociety. 
. The evening was fine, as is ufual at this 

I feafon ; and the refrelhing odour of the pine 

! woods became more perceptible; for it was 
! ' nine o'clock when we left Fredericfhall. At 
the ferry we were detained by a difpute rela- 
tive to our fwedifti paffport, which we did 
not think of getting counterfigned in Nor- 
way, Midnight was coming on ; yet it 
\ might 



might with fuph propriety have been teAned' 
the noon of night, that had Young ever- tr»*: 
veiled towards thi north, I ihonld not have 
wond^d at his becoming enamoured of the 
moon, ^ But k is not the qtiewi of night- 
alone who reignfe here in all* her fplendor^ 
though the fun, loitetkig juft below the hori- 
zon, detks her with a golden tinge from hisf 
car, illuminating the cliiFs tfeat hide him ;• 
the heavens alfo^ of 4 clear foftenedhlwjy- 
throw her forwird, « and thd. evtning-^r 
appears a lefler moon t^ the naked eye^ Tl^e 
huge fliadows of the tocks, fringed wi^h 
firs,; concentrating the views, without dar- 
kening them, excited that tender melancholy 
which j iublimating the imagination, exalts^ 
rather than depreffes the mind. 

My companions fell afleep: — ^fortunately 
they did not fnore; and I contemplated/ 
f^arlefs of idle queflions, a night fuch as I had 
nfever before feen or felt to charm the fenfea, 
and calm the heart. The verj air was balmy, 
as it frefliened into morn, producing the 
lAoft voluptuoto fenfations. A vague Jplea- 
ffirable fentiment abforbed me^ as I opened 
my bofom to the embraces bf nature ; and 
my foul rofc to its author, with the chirping 

of 
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of the fblitary birds, which began to feel, ta» 
ther than fee, advancing day. I had teifure 
to mark its progrefs. The grey morn^ 
ftreaked with filvery rays, ufhered in the. 
orient beams, — ^how beautifully varying into 
purple!— yet, I was forry to lofe the foft 
watry clouds which preceded them, exciting 
a kind of expectation that made me almoft 
afraid to breathe, left I fhould break the 
charm. I faw the fun — ^and fighed. 

One of my companions, now a^^ake, per- 
ceiving that the poftillion had miftaken the 
road, began to fwear at him, and roufed the 
other two, who relUiSantly fliook off fleep. 

We had immediately to meafure back our 
fteps, and did not reach Stromftad before 
five in the morning. 

The wind had changed in the night, and 
my boat was ready. 

A difh of coffee, and frefh linen, recruited 
my fpirits ; and I directly fet out again 
for Norway ; purpofmg to land . much higher 
up the coaft. 

Wrapping my great coat round me, I lay 
down on fome fails at the bottom of the 
boat, its motion rocking me to reft, till a 
difcourjeous wave interrupted my flumbers, 

and 
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and obliged me to rife and feel a folitarinefs 
which vos not fo footbing as that of the 
paft night. 

Adieu ? 
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LETTER VI. 

The fea was boifterous ; but, as I had an 
experienced pilot, T did not apprehend any 
danger. Sometimes I was told, boats are 
driven far out and loft. However, I feldom 
calculate chances fo nicely — ^fufficient for the 
day is the obvious evil ! 

We had to fteer amongft iflands and huge 
rocks, rarely lofmg fight of the fhore, though 
it now and then appeared only a mift that 
bordered the water's edge. The pilot aflured 
me that the numerous harbours on the 
Norway coaft were very fafe, and the pilot- 
boats were always on the watch. The Swedilh 
fide is very dangerous, I am alfo informed ; 
and the help of experience is not often at 
hand, to enable ftrange veflels to fteer clear 
of the rocks, which lurk below the water, 
clofe to the fhore. 

There are no tides here, nor in the cattegate ; 
and, what appeared to me a confequencc, no 
fandy beach. Perhaps this obfervatioa has 
bpen made before ; but it did not occur to me 
till I faw thq waves continually beating againft 

the 
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tlie bare rocks, without ever receding to leave 
a fediment to harden. 

The wind was fair, till we had to tack 
about in order to etotet Laurvig, where we 
arrived towards three o'clock in the after- 
noon. It is a clean^ pleafant town, with 
a corifiderabk iron- work, which gives life 
to iti 

As the norwegians do not frequently fee tra- 
vellers, they are very curious to know their 
bufinefs, and who they are-^fo cilriou^ that I 
was half tempted to adopt Dr. Franklin's 
plan, when travelling*in America^ where they 
are equally pryingj which was to write, on 
a paper, for public infpedion, my name, 
from whence 1 came, where I was going, and 
what was my bufinefs. But if I were im- 
portuned by ' their curiofity, their friendly 
geftures gratified me. A woman, coming 
alone, interefted them* And I know not 
whether my wearinefs gave me a look of pe- 
culiar delicacy ; but they approached to affift 
me, and enquire after my wants, as if they 
were afraid to hurt, and wifhed to proted me. 
The fympathy I infpired, thus dropping down 
from the clouds in a ftrange land, affected me 
more than it would have done, had not my 

F fpirits 
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fpirit^* bcef> barafled by various caufesr-^^bjr 
much thinking — mufing almoft to naadnefe— 
arid €ven by a fort of weak roetancholy that 
hung about my heart at parting with my. 
daughter for the firft time» . 

You^ know that as a female I am particu- 
larly attached to her—- 1 feel Ttxarc thaa a 
mother s fondnefs and anxiety, when I reflect 
on the dependent and oppreffcd ftate of her 
fex. I dread left j(he fliould be forced to- fa- 
crifice ha* heart to her principlies, :^r prinK 
ciples to her heart. With trembling hand I 
ftiall cultivate fenfibility^' and cherifh delicacy 
Qf fentinvent^ left, wlulft I lend.frefih blufties 
to the rofc, I {harpen the tiw^ms that will 
wound the breaft I would fiiiu guard — ^I 
dread to ttnfold her mind, left it fliould ren- 
der her u^fit for the world ftie is to inhabit^ 
Haplefs woman ! what a fate is thine ! 

But whither am I w^andering ? I only meant 
to tell you that the impreffion the kindnefs of 
ihe fimple people made vifible on* my counte- 
nance increafed my fcnfibility to a panful de- 
gree^ I wiftied to have had a room to myfelf ; 
for their attention^ and rather diftreffing ob« 
fervation, embarrafied me extremely. Yet, as 
they would bring me eggs, and make my^ 

coffee^ 
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coffee, I found I could not leave them with- 
out hurting their feelings of hofpitality. ' 

It is cuftomary here for the hoft and 
hoftefs to welcome their guefts as mafter and 
miftrefs of the houfe. 

My clothes, in thek turn, attracted the 
attention of the feitiales ; and I could not help 
thinking of the foolifli vanity which makes 
many women fo proud of the obfervation of 
jftrangers as to take wonder very gratuitoufly 
for admiration. This error they ate very 
apt to fall into ; when arrived in a foreign 
country, the populace ftare at them as they 
pafs : yet the make of a cap, or the fmgularity 
of a gOwn, is often the caufe of the flattering 
attention, which afterwards fupports a fan- 
taftic fuperftrudlure of felf-conceit. 
' Not having brought a carriage over with 
me, cxpefting to have met a perfon where 
1 landed, who was immediately to have pro-, 
cured me one, I was detained whilft the 
good people of the inn fent round to all 
their acquaintance to fesu^ch for a vehicle. A 
rude fort of cabriole was at laft found, and a 
driver half drunk, who was not lefs eager 
to make a good bargain on that account. I 
bad a danifh captain of a {hip and his mate 

F 2 with 
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With me : the former was to ride on horfe-» 
back, at which he was not very expert, and 
the latter to partake of my feat. The 
driver mounted behind to guide the horfes, 
and flpurifh the whip over our fhoulders ; 
he would not fufFer the reins out of his 
own hands. There Was fomething fo gro- 
tefque in our appearance, that I could not 
avoid fhrinking into myfelf when I faw a 
gentleman-like man in the group which 
crowded round the door to obferve us. I 
could • have broken the driver's whip for 
cracking to call the women and children 
together ; but feeing a fignificant fniile on 
the face, I had before remarked, I burft into 
a laugh, to allow him to do fo too,~and 
away we flew. This is not a flourifh of the 
pen ; for we adually went on full gallop a 
long time, the horfes being very good ; in- 
deed I have never met with better, if fo 
good, poft-horfes, as in Norway ; they are 
of a ftouter make than the englifh horfes, 
appear to be well fed, and are not eafily 
tired. 

I had to pafs over, I was informed, the 
moil fertile and beft cultivated trad of coun- 
try in Norway. The diftance was three nor- 

wegian 
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wegian miles, which are longer than the 
fwedifh. The roads were very good ; the 
farmers are obliged to repair them ; and we 
fcampered through a great extent of country 
in. a more improved ft ate than any I had viewed 
fmce I left England. Still there was fufficient 
of hills, dales, and rocks, to prevent the ides^ 
of a plain from entering the head, or even 
of fuch fcenery as England and France af- 
ford. The profpe£ts were alfo embelliftied 
by water, rivers, and lakes, before the fea 
proudly claimed my regard ; and the road 
running frequently through lofty groves, 
rendered the landfcapes beautiful, though 
they were not fo romantic as thofe 1 had 
lately feen with fiich delight. 

It was late when I reached Toniberg ; 
and I was glad to go to bed at a decent 
inn. The next morning, the 17th of July, 
conv^rfmg with the gentleman with whom I 
had bufmefs to tranfaft, I found that I 
ihould be detained at Tonfberg three weeks ; 
and I lamented that I had not brought my 
child with me. 

The inn was quiet, and my room fo 

pleafant, commanding a view of the fea, 

confined by an amphitheatre pf hanging 
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woods, that I wiftied to remain there, 
though no one in the houfe could fpeak 
englifh or french. The mayor, my friend, 
however, fent a young woman to me who 
fpoke a little ftiglifh, and {he agreed to call 
on me twice a day, to receive my orders, 
and tranflate them to my hpftefs. 

My not under (landing the language was 
an excellent pretext for dining alone, which 
I prevailed on them to let me do at a late 
hour; for the early dinners in Sweden ha,d 
entirely deranged my day. I could not aU 
ter it there, without difturbing the economy 
of a family where I was as a vifitor; ne- 
ceffity having forced me to accept of an 
invitation from a private family, the lodgings 
were fo incommodious. 

Amongft the norwegians I had the ar-, 
rangement of my own time ; and I deter- 
mined to regulate it in fuch a manner, that 
I might enjoy as * much of their fweel 
fummer as I poffibly could ; — fhort,. it is 
true; but " paffing fweet.'' 

I never endured a winter in this rude 
clime; confequently k was not the contraft, 
but the real beauty of the feafon which 
inade tlie prefent fummer appear to me 

the 
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the "fineft I had ever fecn. Sheltered 
from the north and eaftern winds, nothing 
can exceed the falubrity^ the foft fr^ftinefs 
of the weftern gales. In the evening they 
alfo die away; the aipen leaves tremble 
into ftillnefs, and repofing nature ketas to 
be wanned by the moon,, which here aflumes 
a genial afpe£t: and if a light (hower has 
chanced to fair with the fun, the juniper 
the underwood of the foreff, exhales a 
wild perfume, mixed with a thoiilaad name- 
lefs fweets, th at, foothing the Ji eart, 4eavc 
images in the mem ory which the imagina r 
tion will ever hold dean 

Nature h the nurfe of fentimeat, — ^thc j / 
true fource of . tafte ; -*— yet what mifery, 
as well as rapture, is produced by a quick per- 
ception of the beautiful and fublime, wheti 
it is exercifed in obferving animated nature, 
when every beauteous feeling and emotion ex* 
cites refponfive fympathy, and the harmonized 
ibul finks into melancholy, or rifes to ex* 
tafy, juft as the chords are touched, like the 
SBolian harp agitated by the changing wind. 
But how dangerous is it to fofter thefe 
fentimeuts in fuch an imperfed ftate of 
fjciftenccj and how difficult to eradicate 
F 4 them 
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them when an affeftion for mankind, a pat 
fion for an individual, is but the unfolding 
of that love which embraces all that is 
gF(i;at and beautiful. 

When a warm heart has received ftrong im- 
preffions, they ar e not to be effaced. Emoti ons 
become fentiments ; and the imagination ren > 
ders even tranfi ent fenfations p ermanent, by 
f ondly retracing them. I cannot, without a thril l 
of delight, recollect views I have feen, 
which are not to be forgotten, — nor looks 
r have felt in every nerve which Ifhall never 
more meet. The grave has clofed over a 
dear friend, the friend of my youth j ftill 
ftic is prefent with me, and I hear her foft 
voice warbling as I ftray^ oveg the heath , 
rate has feparated me^ from another, the 
lire of whofe eyes, tempered by infantine 
tendernefs, ftill warms my breaft; even 
when gazing on thefe tremendous cliffs, fubr 
lime emotions abforb my fouL And, fmile 
•not, if I add, that the rofy tint of morning 
reminds me of a fuffufion, which will ne- 
ver more charm my fenfes, unlefs it re- 
appears on the cheeks of my child. Her 
fweet blufhes I may yet hide in my bofom, 
und fhe is ftill too young to afk why ftarts 

' ■■ ^' ' ^W 
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the tear, fo near akin to pleafure and 
pain ? 

I cannot write any more at prefent To- 
morrow we will talk of Tonfberg. 
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LETTEJl VII. 

Though tfac king of Denmark be za 
abfolute monarch, yet the norwegians appear 
to enjoy all the bleflings of freedom. Nor- 
way may be termed a fifter kingdom ; but the 
people have no viceroy to lord it over them, 
and fatten his dependants with the fruit of 
their labour. 

There are only two counts in the whole 
country, who have eftates, and exa<9: fome 
feudal obfervances from their tenafttry. All 
the reft of the conptry is divided into fmall 
farms, which belong to the cultivator. It 
is true, fome few, appertaining to the church, 
are let ; but always on a leafe for life, 
generally renewed in favour of the eldeft 
fon, who has this advantage, as well as a 
right to a double portion of the property. 
But the value of the farm is eilimated ; and 
after his portion is afligned to him, he 
fnuft be anfwerable for the refidue to the 
remaining part of the family. 

Every farmer, for ten years, is obliged 
to attend annually about twelve days, to 
learn the military exercife; but it is always 

»t 
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at a f^xall diftance from hU 4w^lllng, 4o4 
does not kad hiiji into ajuy n^w habits of 
life. 

There are about fix thoufand regulars alfo, 
garrifoned at Chriftiaaia and Fredericihaili 
which are equally referved, with the mili- 
tia, for the defence of their own country* 
So that when the prince rqyal pafled into 
Sweden, in 1788, he was obliged to requeft, 
not command, them to accompany hipfi on 
this expedition. 

Thefe corps are moIUy compofed of the fpixi 
pjf the cottagers, who being labourers on the 
farms, are allowed a few acjres to cultivate 
for themfelyes. Thefe men ypluntarily enlift ; 
^)ut it is only for a liqiited period, (f« 
years) at the expiration of which they hav^ 
the liberty of retiring. The pay is only 
t}wo-pence a day, and bread ; ftill, confid^r^ 
ing the cheapnefs of the country, it is more 
tJjAU fixpence in England. 

The diftribution of landed property into 
fmall farms, produces a degree of ^quar 
lity which I have feldon^ feen elfewhere ; 
and the rich being all merchants, who are 
obliged to divide their perfonal fortune 
amongft their children, the boys always re- 
ceivipg twice as much « as the girls, pro- 
perty 
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perty has not a chance of accumulating tiH 
overgrown wealth deftroys the balance of 
liberty. 

You will be furprifed to hear me talk of 
liberty; yet the norwegians appear to me 
to. be the raoft free community I have ever 
obferved. 

The mayor of each town or diflxidl, and 
the judges in the country, exercife an au- 
thority almoft patriarchal. They can do 
much good, but little harm, as every indi-f 
vidual can appeal from their judgment : 
and as they may always be forced to give 
a r^afon for their conduft, it is generally 
regulated by prudence. * They have not 
time to learn to be tyrants,' faid a gentle- 
man to me, with whom I difcufled the fub-? 

je<a. 

The farmers not fearing to be turned 
out of their farms, fliould they di^leafe a 
iii?m in power, and having no vote to be 
commanded at an eledion for a mock re.^ 
prefentative, are a manly racej for not be- 
ing obliged to fubmit to any debafmg te- 
nure, in order to live, or advance ^hem- 
felves in the world, they ad with an inde- 
pendent fpirit. 1 never yet hjive heard of any 

thing 
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thing^like domineering,. or oppreffion, except- 
ing fuch as has arifen from natural caufes. 
The freedom the people enjoy may, perhaps, 
render them a little litigious, and fubjed: 
them to the impofitions of cunning prad:i- 
tioners of the law ; but the authority of office 
is bounded, and the emoluments of it do riot 
deftroy its utility. 

Laft year a man, who had abufed 
his power, was cafhiered, on the reprefenta- 
tion of the people to the bailiff of the di£- 
tria. 

, There are four in Norway, who might 
with propriety be termed fheriffs ; and, from- 
their fentence, an appeal, by either party, 
may be made to Copenhagen. 

Near moft of the towns are commons, on 
which the cows of all the inhabitants, indif- 
criminately, are allowed to graze. The poor, 
to whom a cow is neceffary, are almoft fup- 
ported by it. Befides, to render living more 
eafy, they all go out to fiih in their own 
boats ; and fiflx is their principal food. 

The lower dafs of people in the towns are 
in general failors ; and the induftrious have 
ufually little ventures of their own that ferve 
to render the winter comfortable. 

With 
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With re^ed to the country at Isrfge, the 
Ifl^ortatioa is confiderahly in farour 6f Nor- 
way. . 

They arc forbiddeii, at prefent, to export 
com or rye, on account of the advanced 
price* 

The reftri£tion which moft refemWes the 
painful fubordination of Ireland, is that Vef* 
fels, trading to the Weft Indies, are obliged 
to pafs by their own ports, and unload their 
cargoes at Copenhagen, which they after- 
wards re-fliip. The duty is indeed inconfider-, 
able; but the navigation being dangerous, 
they run a double rifk. 

There is an excifc on all articles of con- 
fumption brought to the towns j but the 
dfiicera are not ftri£t ; and it would be 
reckoned invidious^ to enter a houfe to feardz, 
as in England. 

The utorwegians appear to. me a fenfiHe, 
Ihtewd people, with little fcientific know** 
ledge, and ftill lefs tafte for literature : bttt 
they are arriving at the epoch which precedes 
the introdudtion of the arts and fciences. 

Moft of the towns are fea-ports, and fea-» 
ports are not favourable to improvement. 
The captains acquire a little fuperficial know- 
lodge by travelling, which their indefatiga- 
3 ble 
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Ue aitflatiQii to tiie making of mooiey pre^ 
vents their digefting) and the £brtuiiie that 
they thus laborioiifly acquire^ k fpent^ as. it 
ufusiily is in towas of this deicriptiba, iil 
flauew and good. Kving* ' Thty love their 
coimtry^ but have not much public fpirit* * 
Their exertions are, generally fpeaking, only 
for their fitmilies j which I conceive will dX^ 
Ways be the cafe, tiil politics, becoming a 
fubjexSb of difcuffion, .enlarges the heart by 
o^fcning tbe underftanding* The firench re- 
volxition will have this effeft* They fmg 
at prefent, with great glee, many republican 
fbngs, and feem earn^ftly to wifh that th« 
republic may ftand; yet they appear very 
much atta^ched to their prince royal ; and, as 
£eur as ramoiu* can give an idea of a charad:ef^ 
he appears to merit their attachment. When 
I am at Copenhagen, I (hall be able to afcer«* 
tain on what foundation their good opinion 
.is built ;. at prefent I am only the echo 
of it 



• The grand viFtaes of the licart particularly, the en- 
larged humanity which extends to the whole human race, 
depend more on the underftandmg, I believe, than is. ge- 
xerally imagined. 

In 
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In the year 1788 he ttavelled through 
Norway ; and adts of mercy gave dignity to 
the parade, and interefl: to the joy, his. pre* 
fence infpired. At this town he pardoned 
a girl condemned to die for murdering an 
illegitimate child, a crime feldora committed 
in this country. She is fince married, ^nd 
become the careful mother of a family. This 
might be given as an inftance, that a delpe- 
rate ad: is not always a proof of an incorri- 
gible depravity of character ; the only plaufi-- 
ble excufe that has been brought forward to 
juftify the inflidion of capital punifhments. 
: I will relate two or three other anecdotes 
to you ; for the truth of which I will not 
vouch^ becaufe the fads were not of fufficient 
confequence for me to take much pains to 
afcertain them ; and, true or falfe, they 
evince that the people like to make a kind 
of miftrefs of their prince. 

An officer, mortally wounded at the 
ill-advifed battle of Quiftram, defired to 
fpeak with the prince ; and, with his dying 
breath, earneftly recommended to his care 
a young woman of Chriftiania, to whom 
he was engaged. Whqn the prince returned 
there, a ball was given by the chief inha- 
bitants. 
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bilants. He : inquired whethfer thU unfbrtti^^ 
nate girl was invked^ and requeued that ihe 
might, thpugh, of' . the fecond clafs; The 
girl came J ihe was^jjretty; and finding her-* 
ftlf aftioi!)gft htr fuperiors, baftifnlly fat 
down as tear/ the door : ias 4)0ffible, nobody 
talking notiiie of her. Shortlyr after, iheprinee 
eiiteriag, imitfediatdy* inquired for her^ and 
afked her to dance, to the moitificatioa of 
the rich denies, ' After it was ovcrte Jiafaded 
her to' the top of. the tOom^ and- placing him- 
felf by her^ fpoke of the lofe::fhc': had fuf^ 
tained, with tenderaefs, promif^ing. to provide 
for any onejh^ fhould .mfarryj^*— as.iihe ftory 
goes. She is finite married, and he.hasf.not 

forgotten, his promlfe. - » > . : , 

. A. little girl, during the fame expe^tioh^ 
in Siveden» , who informed him that the logs 
of a bridge wete cut undemeathiT:waa takca 
by, his prders to Chrifitiania, and put to 
fchool at his expence. t 

Before I retail other beneficial effefts of his 
journey, it is necefTary to inform you that 
the law« here are mild, and* do not punifh 
capitally for any crime but murder, which fel- 
doftt occurs. . Every other offence .merely 
fubjedts the delinquent to imprifonment and 
labour in the caftle, or rather arfenal, at Chrif- 
G tiauia^ 
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iXmiki and the • fortrbfe at t-rederidliatL Tbe 
iirft and fbcoofi ccmvi<3:ioiii produces a fen^ 
fence for a limited number of years,^— two^ 
three, five^ Ar. feyra, proportioned to the 
attocity oftKe crime. After thfe tbifd he is 
whippedi biranded in the forehead, and con<« 
demned ' to- perpetual flavety* This id the 
bfdii>ary »»lrdh of juftk^^ For fome fia<- 
grant breaches of ttuft, or afts of wanton 
oruelty, ^mmals have b^n condemned to 
Ihtvdry for life^ the firft time of convidion, 
bat not fwquendy. Hie number of thefe 
flaires 4^* npt^ I am informed, amount to 
more lihan^ sxt hundred, ' tvhich is not 
confidet-abie, compared with the popular 
tion, upwards of eight hundred thoufand. 
$ihdii!d-^i^pa& through Chriftiania, on my 
recUrn ta Oothciiburg, Ifiiall probably hare 
an opportuoity of ibarnifig other particlrlars. 

There is alfo a houfe of corredHon at C3iril^ 
tiania for trifling mifdemeanors, where the wo- 
men are confined to labour and imprifonmenr 
even fbi^ life^ The ftate of the prifoners was 
repr«fented to the prince ; in confequence of 
which, he vifited the arfenal and houfe of cor- 
region* The flaves at the arienal were loaded 

with 
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With irons of a great weight; he oi^der^d 
them to be lightened as much as poilible. 

Tiit people in the houfe of correftion 
were commanded riot to fpeak to him j but 
foiir women, condemned to remain there for 
life, got into the paflage, and fell at his feet 
He graiited them a pardon ; and inquiring 
rcfpefting the treatment of the prifoners, he 
wM informed that they were frequently 
iwhipt going in, and coming out ; and for any 
fault, at the difcretion of the infpe^ors. 
This cuftom he humanely abdifhed ; though 
:fome of the principal inhabitants, whofe fitu^ 
ation in life had raifed them above the temp- 
tation of ftealing, were of opinion that thefe 
chaftifcments were neceffary and whole- 
fome^ - . 

In fhort, every thing feems to announce that 
the prince really cherifhes the laudable ambi- 
tion of fulfilling the duties of his ftation. This 
ambition is cheriflied and direded by the 
count Bernftbrf, the prime minifter of Den- 
mark, who is univerfally celebrated for his 
abilities and virtue. The happinefs of the 
people is a ibl^antial eulogium ; and, from all 
I can gather, the inhabitants of Denmark, and 
Norway arc 'the leaft opprefled people of 
G 3 Europet 
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Europe. The :pJ'efs ia /ree. :They tranflate 
any qi -tlje; fretich publications of : the day, 
deliver their opinioil cHi;thefubje<a,. aad dif- 
:<fHfs thpfc: it leads to with great freedom^ 
and without fearing to difpleafe the gpverni- 
;nent*( 31; [;r- :.•• ; ...'...•.■ 

^ , Oathe fiibge^-tof rpligioa:thfy;are likewife 

becoming Wkrant, atieaft, atid -perhaps have 

'•^vSinCed'a ftepfurther in freeJthinkihg. One 

'^^ritier ha^ veMttred ta deny the divinity of 

JefusChrift, and to queftion .the neceflity or 

;itility of the ohriftian i lyftem, without being 

-confidered iifni^erfally? as /a m<?nfter,^ which 

-tvotild hav^. been the cafe* a' few years ago. 

They have ' trapflated many germaa works 

en edtickif^n j and though, they have not 

adopted any of their plans, it is become -a 

fubjeft of difctiflion* : jThere are fome.gram- 

-ttiar and free'fchOols ; rbut, from what I hear, 

not very good ones. AH the children learato 

'read,, write,- and xaft accounts, for the pur- 

fiofes ^ of •common iife.; They hare no uni- 

'verfity ; ati4 nothing that defeves the name 

of fcience is taught ; . nor do individuals, by 

- purfuing any branch of knowledge, excite 

a degree of curiofity which is the fojerunner 

of improvement. Knowledge is not abfolutely 

neceflary to enable a: confiderable portion oi 

the 
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the community to live ; and, till it id, I fear^ 
it never becomes general. 

In thitf country, where riiin^frals abound, 
there is not one collection : • and,^ in all 
probability, I venture a conjeSure, the 
want of mechanical and chemical* know« 
ledge renders the filver minesf unprodudive ; 
for the quantity of filver obtained every year 
is not fufficient to defray the expencesi It 
has been urged, that the emplbymeht of fuch 
h number of hands is very beneficial. But a 
pofitive lofe.is never to be done away; and 
the men, thus employed; would naturally find 
fome other meins of * living, inftead of being 
thus a dead weight on government, or rather 
on the community from whom its revenue is 
drawn. 

About three englilh miles from Tonfberg 
there is a fait work, belonging, like all their 
efiablifhments, to government, in which they 
employ above an hundred and fifty men, and 
maintain nearly five hundred peqple, who 
^m their living. The clear profit, an in- 
creafing one, amounts to two thoufand pounds 
fterling. And as the eldeft- fon of the in- 
fpedor, an « ingenious young man, has been 
fent by the government to travel, and ^c- 
Guir^ fom^ mathematical and chemical know-r 
G 3 ledgg 
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ledge in Germany, it has a chance of being 
improved* He is th^ only perfon I have mot 
with here, who appeara to have a (cieiMifiG 
turn of mind. I do not. mean to aflert that \ 
have not met with othwa, who have a fpirit of 
inquiry. 

The (alt«*workfi at St, Ubes are bafons in 
the fand, and the fun producer the evapora^^ 
tion ; but here there is no beach, BeGdes, 
the heat of fumm^r U fo ibort4ived, that it 
would be idle to 4:ofUrive machines for fuck 
an inconfiderable portion of the year. They 
therefore always ufe fires j and the yfhoh 
eflablifhment appears to be regulated with 
judgment. 

The fitu^tion is well chofin and beautifuU 
I do not find, from the obfervation of .a p«s 
fon who has refided here for forty years^ that 
the fea advances or recedes on this ooaft. 

I have already remarked, that little it^ 
tention is paid to education, excepting reading, 
writings ^d the rudiments of arithmetic ; I 
Qught tQ have added, that a catechifm is care* 
liilly taijght, s^^d the children obliged to read 
la the churches, before the cqngreg^tioni to 
jirpye th*t they %g^ iipt pegjefted. 
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Degrees, to enable any oAt to pradHfe any 
profeilton, muft bp taken at Ck)p^hagesi ; and 
the people of this country, having the good 
fenfe to perceive that men who ve to Uve in 
a community fhould at leaft acquire the ele- 
ments of their knowledge, and form thdr 
youthful attachments there, are ferioufly en- 
<ieavDuring to eftabliih an univerfity in Nor- 
way. And Tonfbarg, as a centrical place ia 
the beft part of the country, had the moft fttf- 
frages; for, experiencing the bad efFe^ of 
a metropolis,* they have determined xkot to 
have it |n or near Chr^ftiania. Shbuld fuch 
an eftablifhment take place, it will promote 
Inquiry throughout the country, and give 
a new face xo fociety. Premiums have been 
offered, and prize queftions written, which I 
am told have merit. The building colleger 
halls, and other appendages of the.ieat of 
fcience, might enable Tonfbcrg to recover its 
priftine confequence ; for it is one of the moft 
ancient towns of Norway, and once contained 
nine churches. At prefent there are only two^ 
One is a very old ftru^re, and has agothic 
refpcdability about it, which fcarcely amounts 
to grandeur, becaufe, to render a gothic pile 
grand, it muft have a huge uawieldinefs of* 

G 4 appear* 
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appearance. The chapel of Windfor may be 
an exception to this ruk; I mean before, k 
was in its prefcnt mce^ cJeah^att. . When I 
lirft faw itj the pillars within had acquired, 
by time, a fombre hue, which accorded with 
the architedure ; and the gloom increafed iu 
^imenfioha to the eye by hiding its parts ; but 
-liow it all burfts on the view at once ; aiafd 
the fublimity has vanifhed before the brufh 
and broom ; for it has been white- waftied and 
fcraped tillit is become as bright and neat as 
the pots arid pans in a notablq houfe-wife!s 
kitchen-^^yes ; the very fpurs. on the reeumr 
bent knights were deprived of their venerable 
ruft, to give a ftriking proof that a love of 
order in trifles, and tafte for proportion and^ 
arrangement, are very diftinfl:. The glare of 
light thus introduced, , entirely deftroys the 
fentiment thefe piles are calculated to ihfpire j 
fo that, when * I heard fomething like a jig 
from the organ-loft, I thought. it an excellent 
hall for dancing; or feafting. ^, .The meafured 
pace of thought with which I had entered the 
cathedral, changed into a trip j and I bounded 
on the terrace^ to fee the royal family, with 
a , number of ridiculous images in my head> 
that I ihall npt »ow recjill, 

The 
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The norwegians are fond of mafic; md 
every little church has an organ. In the 
church I have mentioned, there » is an iiir 
icriptioh importing that a kingj * Jaines the 
fixth, of Scotland, and firft of England, wha 
•came with more than princely gallantry, tp 
efcort his bride home, ftood there, and hear4 
divine fervice. 

There is^ a little reccfs fall of coffins, whick 
contains bodies embalmed long fince— fo long, 
that there is not even a tradition tp lead t^ 
a guefs at their names* 

• " Anno ijSj^, St. Martin's Day, which was the 
nth Day of November, on a Tuefday, came the high- 
born Prince and Lord Jacob Stuart^ King in Scotland, to 
this Town^ and the 25 th Sunday aftfsr Trinity (Sunday:) 
which was the i6th Day of November, flood his Grace in this 
Pew, and heard Scotch Preaching from the 23dPfalm, 'The 
Lord is my Shepherd,* &c. which M. David Lentz^ Preacher 
in Lith, then preached between 19 and i ^.V 

The above is an infcription which ftands in 5t. Mary's 
church, in Tonfberg. 

It is known that king James the fixth went to Norway, to 
marry princefs Anna, the daughter of Fred^riq k the fecond* 
and filler to Chriflian the fourth i and that the wedding was 
performed at Opflo (now Chriftiania), where the princefs, by 
contrary winds, was detained ; but that the king, during this 
voyage, was at Tonfberg, nobody would have known, if ^t 
ipfcription, in remembrance of it, had not been placed in 
this church* 

fi defirc 
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A dtfirt of preferring the body feems to 
have prevailed in moft countries of the woiid^ 
ibtile as it is to tenn it a prefervation, whea. 
the nobleft parts are immediately facriiiced 
merely to fave the mufdes, {kin and bone 
from rottennefs. When I was fhewn thefc 
human petrifaftions, I flirunk back with 
difguft and horron " Afhes to aihes !" thought 
I^** Duft to duft !"~If this be not diflblution. 
It 15 fomething worfe than natural decay-— It 
is treafon againft humanity, thus to lift up the 
awful veil which would fain hide its weaknefs* 
The grandeur of the adive principle is^never 
more ftrongly felt than at fuch a fight ; for 
nothing is fo ugly aS the human form when de- 
prived of life, and thus dried into ftone, merely 
to preferve the moft difgufting image of death* 
The contemplation of noble ruins produces a 
melancholy that exalts the mind.-~We take 
a retrofpedl of the exertions of man, the fate 
of empires and their rulers ; and marking 
the grand deftruftion of ages, it feems the 
necefTary change of time leading to improve^ 
ment-'-Our very foul expands, and we forget 
our littlcnefs ; how painfully brought to our 
recolledion by fuch vain attempts, to fnatcb. 
fjrpm decay what is deftincd fo foon to perifh, 
S ^ tife; 
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Life, what art thou ? Where, gpes this breath ? 
this /» fo much alive ? In what clemieat will it 
mi^, giving or receiving freih energy?— 
What will break the wchantmcat of aniin»« 
Uon ?— For worlda, I would not fee a farm 
I lovedr— embalmed in my heart— thua facri- 
legioufly handled !-~r^Pugh 1 my ftomach 
turi^<*-^U .this all the diftindion of th^^ tkk 
In th^ grave ?— They had bett^ quietly allow 
the fcythe of equality to mow th^m down 
with the common mafs, than ftruggle to be- 
come a monument of the inilability of human 
greatnefs. 

The teeth, nails and (kin were whole, 
without appearing black like the Egyptian 
mummies ; and fome filk, in which they had 
been wrapt, ftill preferved its colour, pink, 
with tolerable freflinefs, 

I could not learn how long the bodies had 
been in this ftate, in which they bid fair t(v 
remain till the day of judgment, if there is to 
be fuch a day ; and before that time, it will re-r 
quire fome trouble to make them fit to appea? 
in conipany with angels, without difgracing 
humanity, — God blefs you ! I feel a con-^ 
vi<£tion that we have fome perfedible prin-^ 
fTple in ovir preient veftment, which will not 
■— ^ — ==^ 
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be deftroyed juft as w e begin to be fcnfible o f 
jmprovement ; and I care not what habit_it ^ 
iiext puts on^ ^fure th at it will be wifely 
f ormed to fuit a hi^^^her-ftate of exiften ce> 
Thinking of death makes us tenderiy cling to 
our afie<3:ions — ^with more than ufual tender- 
nefs, I therefore ailure you that I am your\ 
wifiiiog -that the temporary death of abfence 
may not endure longer than is ^bfolutely 
peceffarjr. 
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Tons BERG was formerly the refidence 
of one of the little fovereigns of Nor** 
way; and on an adjacent mountain th^ 
veftiges of a fort remain, which was battered 
down by the fwedes j the entrance of the bay 
lying clbfe to it. 

' Here I have frequently ftrayed, fovereigri 
of the wafte, 1 ftldom met any human 
creature ; and . fonietimes, reclining ovi the 
mbfly down, under the'ftieker of a rock, -the 
prattling of the fea amongft the pebbles has 
lulled- me to lleep— no fear of any rude fatyr's 
approaching to interrupt my repofe. Balmy 
were the flumbef fe, and foft the gales, thali 
refrcfhed itae, when I awoke to follow, with 
an eye vaguely ' curious, the white f^ls, as 
they turned the cHfis,' or feemed to take 
fheltef^ under the pines which covered the 
little iflands that fo gracefully rofe tp render 
the terrific ocean beautiful. The fifhermen 
were Xralmly calling their nets j whilft the fea- 
gulls hovered over the unruffled deep. Every 
thing feemed to harmonize into tranquillity--- 
even the mournful call of the bittern was in 

cadence 
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cadence with the tinkling bells on the necks 
of the cow^, that, pacing flawly one after the 
other, along an inviting path in the. vale 
below, were repairing to the cottages to be 
milked. With what ineffable pleafure have I 
not gazed — and gazed again^lofing my hrezth 
through my eyes— ^my. very foul diffufed itfelf 
in the fcene-*«-and, fee^iing to beooine all 
fenfes, glided in the fcarcely-agitated! w^ve^ 
melted in the^ frelhening breeze, or,.takir% its 
fli^t with fairy wing, to tftie mifty moun*- 
tidns which bounded the profpeA^ hnay tript 
fi ] over new la^na, more btoutJfpl evei?. than the 
lotely Hopes, on the winding fhore before 
me.—- —I paufe,. again breathlefti to trace^ with 
renewed delight, fentiments which entranced 
me^ when, tumibg my humid <ye& frpiB: the 
txpanfe below to the fault abpve^ my fight 
pierced the fleecy clouds that foftened the 
azvore brightnefs ; and, imperceptibly recalling 
the reveries of chUdhood, I bowed before the 
awful th rone of my Creator, whilft I refted 
onitsfootftddL — ' """ 

You have fomc^imes wondered, my dear 
friend, at the extteme affection of my nature— 
But fuch is the temperature of my foul-~It is 
not the vivacity of youth, the hey-day of 

exiftence^ 
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exiftence* For years have I endeavoured ta 
calm an impetuous tide-— labouring to make 
my feelings take an orderly courfe,— It was 
driving againft the ftream. — I muft love and 
admire with warmth, o r I fmk into fadne6* To- 
kens of love which I have received have rapt 
me in elyfiumi— ^purifying the heart they cii- 
chanted. — ^My bofoni ftill glows-i*— Do not 
faucily aik> repeating Sterne's queftion, " Ma- 
" ria, is it ftill fo warm T' Sufficieatlyj O my 
trod! has it. been ehilled by forrow and un** 
kindnefs — ftill nature will prevail — and if. I 
bhilh at recoliefting paft enjoymient, it is the 
rof y hue of pleafure heightened by modefty ; 
for the bluflbL qf mpdefty a nd fliame are .ae 
diftin£t as the emotions by which they are 
produced* 

I need iCc^cely inform you^ after teUlog 
you of my walk$, that my conftitution 
has been renovated here ; and that I 
have recovered my activity, even whilft at» 
taining a little embonpoint. My imprudence 
"kft winter, and fome -lintoward accidenta 
jaft at the time I was wfianittg my child^ had 
reduced me to a ftate of weakness which I 
never before experienced. A flow fever preyed 
oh me every night, during my refidence in 
Sweden, and a^er I arrived at Tonflberg. By 

chance 
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chance I founda^finc rivulet filtered- fhfoiiglt 
the rocks, and confined in abalbn for the cattle. 
It tailed to me like a chalybeat ; at any rate it 
was pure ;^ and the good effefl: of the various 
waters which invalids are feht to drink, de- 
pendsj i believe, roore on 'the air, exercife and 
change of fceiie,' than' on^thttir medicinal qua- 
lities. ' I therefore determined t^ turn my 
morning wdUcs towards it, and feek for health 
from the nymph of the fountain ; partaking 
of the t>everage cfTered to the tenants of the 

.''ChaftHce-likewife led meto difcover:a:new 
pleifure, equally beneficial to my healtli. . X 
wifhed to avail myfelf of 'my vicinity to the 
fca> and bathe ; but it "W-as not poffible near 
the town ; there was no convenience^ The 
jr0t4Ag woman whom 1 mentioned to y^u, 
p(ropofed rowiiig nie airofs. the water, amongft 
die Focks } -but as^flie was pregnant, I infifted 
on taking one of the-- oats, and learning to 
row. It was not difficult j and I do not know 
a pleaiaaiter^ekercife. I foon became expert^ 
knd my'traiin of thinking' kept time, as- it 
^.ere, with the oars, or I fuffefed the ^oat to 
fee carried along by the current, indulging a 
jpleafmg forgetfultxefs, or falkcious hopes. — 

^ * - - -.- . . * - ; How 
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How fallacious ! yet, without hope. What is to 
fuftain life, but ^e fear of anmhila;tioil — ^the 
only thing of w£ich I have ever felt a dread— 
I cannot bea r tp think of being no more-^ 
of lofing myfelf— though exiftence is often 
but a painlui confcioufnefs of mifery ; nay, it 
appears to me impofEble that I fhould ceafe 
to e xift, or that this adtive!^ 'reliefs fpirit , 
equ ally a;live to joy and forrow, fliould only 
be organized dull — ready to fly abroad the 
mome ntthe fpring' fnaps, or the fpark goe s 
out, which kept it together. Surely fbme-* 
thi ng refides in this heart that is not pcrifh* 
able — and life is more than a dream . 

Sometimes, to take up my oar. Once more, 
when the fea was calm, I was amufed by 
difturbing the innumerable young ftar fifh 
which floated juft below the furface : I had ne- 
ver obferved them before ; for they have not a 
hard fhell, like thofe which 1 have feen on the 
fea-fhore. They look like thickened water, 
with a white edge ; and four purple circles, of 
different forms, were in the middle, over an 
incredible number of- fibres, or white 'lines. 
Touching them, the cloudy fubflance would 
turn or clofe, firft on one fide, then on the 
other, very gracefully ; but when I took one 

H ' of 
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of them lip in the ladle with which I heaved 
the Water out of ih6 boat, it a!J)][)eared only a 
colouriefs jelly. 

I (did not fee any of the ffeals, numbers of 
which follbwed our boat when we landed in 
Sweden ; for though I like to fport in the 
water, I Ihoij^ci have had no defire to join in 
their gambols. . 

Enough, you will fay, of inanimate nature, 
and of brutes, to ufe the lordly phr^fe of 
man ; let me hear fomething of the' iii- 
habitants. 

The gentleman with whom I had bufinefe, 
is the mayor of Tonlberg ; he fpeaks engKfh 
Intelligibly ; and, having a found undcrfbuid- 
ing, I was fbrry that his numetous occupa- 
tions prevented my gainiAg ks much in- 
formation from him as I could have drawn 
forth, had we frequently converfed. The 
people of the town, as far a§ I had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing their fentimentS, are ex- 
tremely well fatisfied with his mahner of dif- 
charging his ojffice. He has a degree of itt- 
.fbrmation and good fenfe which excites re- 
fpeft, whilft a chearfulnefs, almoft amounting 
to gaiety, enables him to reconcile differences, 
and keep his neighbours in good humour. — 

^' I. loft 
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**ribft my hoffe^** faid^ a woman to me; 
" but ever fince^ when I want to fend to the 
^* mill, or go out^ the mayor lends me one. — ' 
*' He fcolds if I do riot come fof it.'* 

A -driminal was branded, during my ftay 
here, for the third offence j but the relief he 
received made hirri declare that the judge was 
one of the beft men in the world. 

I fent this wretch a trifle^ at different times^ 
to take with him into flavery- As it was 
more than he expected, he wiilied very much 
to fee me ; and this wifli brought to my re- 
membrance an anecdote I he^rd when I was 
in Lifbon. 

A wretch who had been imprifoned fe* 
veral years, during which period Umps ha4 
been put up, w^s, at laft condemned to 
a cruel death ;. yet, in his way to execution, 
he only wifhed for one night's refpite, to fee 
the city lighted. 

♦ Haying dined in company at the mayor's, 
I was invited with his family to fpend the 
4»y at one of the richeft merchant's ho.ufes.-r- 
Though I cQuld not fpe^k daniih, I knew that 
I could fee a great deal : y«g j I aip perfua4e4 
^at I have formed a very juft opinion of the 
Ha - . charadef 
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/charadcr of the norWegians, without being 
able to hold Converfe with them. 

I had expefled to tneet fome company ; yet 
was a little difconcerted at being ufliered into 
an apartment full of welMrefFed people j and, 
glancing lily eyes round, they refted on feveral 
very pfetty faces. Rofy cheek s, fparkling 
eyes, a nd light brown or golden locks ; 
for I never few fo much hair with a yellow 
caft ; arid, with their fine complexions, it 
looked very becoming. 

Thefe women feem a mixture of indolence 
and vivacity; they fcarcely ever walk out, 
and were aftonifhed that I fliould, for pleafure; 
yet they are immoderately fofid of dancing. 
tJnaffeiSted in their manners, if Ihey have no 
pretenfions to elegance, fimplicity often pro- 
duces a gracefulnefs of deportment, when they 
are animated by a particular defire to pleafe — 
which was the cafe at prefent. The folitari- 
nefs of my fituation, which they thought 
terrible, interefted them very much in my 
favour. They gathered round me— fuhg to 
me— ^and one of the prettieft, to whom I gave 
my hand, with fome <legree of cordiality, to 
meet the glance of her eyes, kifled me^very 
afFeSionately* 

At 
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At dinaer^ which was conduced with great 
hofpijtality, though we remained at table too 
long, they fung feveral fongs, and^ amongft 
the reft, tranflations of fome p^triptic french 
ones. As the evening advanced^ they became 
playful, and we kept up a fort of converfar 
tion of geftures.. As thei? minds were totally 
uncultivated, I did riot lofe much, perhaps 
gained, by not being able to und^rftand them; 
for fancy probably filled up, more to their 
advantage, the void in the pidure. Be th^t 
as it may, they excited my fympathy ; and I 
was very much flattered when I was told, the 
next day, that they faid it was a pleafure to 
look at me:, I appeared fo good-natured. 

The men w«re generally captains of Ihips. 
Several fpoke englifh very tolerably j but they 
werie merely matter of fa^ men, confined to 
a very narrpw circle of obfervation-. I found 
it difficult to obtain, from them any in- 
formation refpeding their own country, when 
the fumes of tobacco did not keep me ^t 
4 diftance. 

I was invited to partake of fome other 
feafts, and always had to* domplain of the 
quantity of provifion, arid the length of 
time taken to confume it j for it would noj. 

H ;^ have 
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have been proper tp have faid dbvoii^, all went 
on fo fair and foftly. The fervants wak fls 
flowly a3 their miftrefles <:arve. 

The young women here, as well as if| 
Sweden,.have commonly bad teeth, which I a&« 
tribute to the fame caufes. They are fond<xf 
finery, but do not pay the neceflfary attentioili 
to their perfons, to render beauty left tranfient 
than a flower ; and that interefting expreflioii 
which f^iment and accomplifliments ^ive, 
feldom fup^pUes its place. 

The fervant« have likewife un inferior fort 
of food here; but their maftcrs are notaU 
k)wed-to -ftrike them with impumtfy. I might 
have added miftrefl[)£S ; for it wus a complaint 
of this kind, brought before the roayor,'which 
led me to a knowledge of the iaft. 
• The wages are low, which is particularly 
unjuft, bec^ufe the price of clothes is much 
higher than -provifions, A young wonmn, 
who is wet nurfe to the miftrefs of the infn 
where I lodge, receives only twelve dollars 
a year, and pays ten for the nurfing of her 
own child ; the father had run away to get 
clear of the expience. There was fomething 
in this mod painful ftate of widpyrhood which 
excited my compailion, and ied me to ne- 

reflexions 
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fledions ©n .th^ Inftability of^ the -mpft flatter- 
ing plans of happinefs, that were paiij^ful in^ 
tfee extreme, till I was ready to ^ft: -wljether 
this worl4 W4P nof. created to exhibit Jevcry^ 
poffible combjin^tion.of wretchednefs. l-^^ikpd^ 
thefe queftipAS of a heart writhing with an- 
guifli, whilft I liftened to a melancholy ditty 
fung by tbis popr girL It was too early for thee. 
to be abandon€;d, thought I, and I haftened 
out of the hpi5fe,, to t^ke my ^itary evening's 
>valk — And l^ejeji j§in again, to t^lk of any 
thing, but jtlre p9.n,g8 ariiing from t^e dif- 
coy^ry of eftr^n@2d' affedion, and the lonely 
^dnefs of a dejCejrt^ iieart. 

ThiC father and mother, if the father can be 
aicertained, ai^epbligqd to maintain an illggiti- 
m^^e child at tjieir joiqt expence ; but, fhoul4 
the fathfjr difa.ppear, go up the country or to 
fea, the mother muft uijaintain it herfclfi 
However, jiccidents of this J^ind do npt prer 
yent their martying; and then it is npt un- 
l^fual to take the child or qhildrein honjie ; an4 
<hey are broii^t up very amicably with .the 
jnarri^e pro^qny. 

I took fpme pains to learn what books 

.were written originally in their language,; 

but fpr any certain information refpeding the 

H 4 ftate 
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ftatc of danifli literature, I muft vhklt till I 
arrive at Copenhagen. 

The found of the language is*foft, a great 
proportion of the words ending in vowels ; 
and there is a fimplicity in the turn of fome 
of the phrafes which have been tranflated to 
me, that pleaftd and interefted me. In the 
country, the farmers ufe the thou and thee ; 
and they do not acquire the polity plurals of 
the towns by meeting at market. The not 
having markets eftablifhed in the large towns 
appears to me a great ii^convenienoe. When 
the farmers have any thing to fell, they bring 
jit to the neighbouring town, and take it 
from houfe to houfe. I am furprifed that 
the inhabitants do not feel how v«ry incom- 
modious this ufage is to. both parties, and 
redrefs it. They indeed perceive it ; for when 
I have introduced the fubjedl, they acknow- 
ledged that they were often in want of 
neceflaries, there being no* butchers, and • 
they were often obliged to buy what they did 
not want j yet it was the cujiom ; and the 
changing of cuftoms of a long Handing re- 
quires more energy than they yet poffefs. I 
received a fimilar reply, when I attempted to 
perfuade the women that they injured their 

children, 



( 105 ) 

children by keeping them too warm. The 
only way of parrying off my reafoning was, 
that they muft do. as other people did. la 
fhort, reafon on any fubjeft of change, and 
they ftop you by faying that " the town 
*^ would talk." A perfon of fenfe, with a 
large fortune, to infure refped;, might be very 
ufeful here, by inducing them to treat their 
children, and manage their fick properly, and 
eat food dreffed in a fimpler manner: the 
example, for inftance, of a count^s lady. 

Refledling on thefe prejudices made me 
revert to the wifdom of thofe legiflators who 
eftablifhe^ inftitutions for the good of the 
body, under the pretext of ferving heavea 
for the falvatiqa of the foul. Thefe might 
with ftridl propriety be termed pious frauds j^ 
and I admire the peruvian pair for aflerting 
that tliey came from the fun, when their con- 
dud: proved that they meant to enlightcft 
a benighted country, whofe obedience, or 
even attei;itioni (:puld oE^ly be fecure4 biy 
awe. ^ 

Thus much for conquwng the inertia of 
reafon ; but, when it is once in motion, fables, 
once held facred, may be ridiculed ; a^d 
facred they were, whei^ ufeful to mankind. — 

Pro. 
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Prometheus alone ftcfc fire to animate thif 
firft nian ; his ppfterity need nc* ftipernatural 
aid to prefervc the fpecies, though love -is 
generally termed a flame ; and it may nx)t hi 
neceffary much longer to fuppofe men infpired 
by heaven to inculcate the duties which de- 
mand fpecial grace, when reafon convinces 
them that they are the tiappieft who are the 
moft nobly employed. 

In a few day§ I am to fet out for the 
weftern part of Norway, and then fliall return 
by* land to Gothenburg, I cannot think of 
leaving this place without regret. I fpeak of 
the place before the inhabitant^?, though thwe 
is a tenderndTs in thdr artlefs kindaefs which 
attaches me to them j but it is an attachment 
that infpires a regret very different from that 
I fek at leaving Hull, m my way to Sweden, 
The domeftic happinefs, and good-humoured 
gaiety, of the amiable family wher-e I afld my 
Frances were fo hofpit^ibly received, woul4 
have been fuflicient to infure the tendered re^ 
membrance, without the recblleftxon of the 
focial evenings to ftimulate it, when good- 
^breeding gave dignity to fympathy, and wit, 
zeft to reafon, 



I 

I 
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Adieu !-T-I am juft informed that my Ijorfe 
has been waiting thfe quarter of an hour. I 
now venture to ride out alone. The fteeple 
Terv^i as a knd^tnark, I oi(ce or twice loll 
Xnj way, walking ^one, wi^out being abl« 
to inquire after a path« I Was theoofom 
■pMiged to mdce to the fteeple^ or wind-inili, 
<pvtt: hedge and ditch, 

ITqiirstrul^, 
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LETTER IX. 

I HAVE already informed you that there are 
only two noblemen who have eftates of any 
magnitude ia Norway. One of thefe ha^ 
a houfe near Tonibejrg, at which he has not 
refided for fome years, haying been at cour^, 
or on embaffies. He is now the danifh am- 
baflador in liondon. The houfe is pleafantly 
fituated, and the grounds about it fine j but 
their neglefted appearance plainly tells that 
there is nobody at home. 

A ftupid kind of fadaefs, to my eye, always 
reigns in a huge habitation where only 
fervants live to put cafes on the furniture and 
open the windows. I ^nter as I would into 
the tomb of the Capulets, to look at the 
family pictures that here frown in armour, or 
imile in ermine* The mildew refpedks not 
the lordly robe; and the worm riots un- 
checked oa the cheek of beauty. 

Ther6^ was nothing in the architefture of 

the building, or the form of the furniture, to 

detain me from the avenue where the aged 

pines ftretched along majeftically. Time 

Jhad given a greyiih caft to their ever-green 

foliage J 
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foKag?; and they flood, like fires of the 
foreft, fhelterled on all fides by a rifing pro- 
geny. I had not ever feen fo many oaks 
together in Norway, as in thefe woods, nor 
fiich large afpens as here were agitated by the 
breeze, rendering the wind audible — nay^ 
mufical ; for melody feemed on the wing 
around me. How different was the frefh 
odour that re-animated me in the avenue, from 
the damp chillnefs of the apartments ; and as 
little did the gloomy thoughtfulnefs excited 
by the dufly hangings, and worm-eaten 
pictures, refemble the reveries infpired by the 
foothing melancholy of their fhade. In the 
winter, thefe augufl pines, towering above the 
fnow, mufl relieve the eye beyond meafure, 
and give life to the white wafle. 

The continual recurrence of pine and fir 
groves, in the day, fometimes weariies the 
fight ; but, in the evening, nothing can be 
more pidurefquc, or, more properly fpeaking, 
better calculated to produce poetical images. 
Pafling through them, I have been flruck with 
a myftic kind of reverence, and I did, as it 
were, homage to their venerable fhadows. 
Not nymphs, but philofophers, feemed to in- 
habit them—ever mufing; I could fcarcely 

conceive 



conceive that they were witkoiit lome. coti^ 
fcioufnefe of exifteace-*-without a calnx en- 
joyment o£ the pleafure they diffufed 

How often do my feelings produce ideaa 
that remind me of the origin of many poetical 
fictions. In folitude, the imagination bodies 
forth its conceptions unreftrained, and ftopa 

, enraptured to adore the beings of its owa 
creation. Thefe are moments of blifs; and 

^the memory recals them with delight. 

But I have almoft forgotten the matters of 
fad I meant to relate, rcfpeding the counts* 
They have the prefentation of the livings oa 
their eftates, appoint the judges, and different 
civil officers, the crown refcrving to itfelf the 
jMivilege of fandioning them. But, though 
they appoint, they cannot dlfmifs. Their 
tenants alfo occupy their farms for life, and are 
obliged to obey any fummons to work on the 
part he referves for himfelf j but they are 
paid for their laboun In ihort, I have feldom 
heard of any noblemen fo innoxious. 

Obferving that the gardens round the 
count's eftate were better cultivated than any 
I had before feen, I was led to refled on the 
advantages which naturally accrue from the 
feudal tenures. The tenants of the count are 

obliged 
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obliged to Work at a ftated price, in iris 
grounds^ and garden j and the inftrudlioii 
which tTiey imperceptibly recerre from the 
head gardener, tends to render them ufeful, 
and makes them, iti the common courfe of 
things, better hulbandmen and gardeners on 
thiir own little farms. Thus the great, who 
^lone travel, in this period of fociety, for the 
obfervation of manners and cuftoms made by 
failors is very confined, bring home improve- 
ment to prolnotc their own comfort, which 
is gradually fptead abroad amongft the people, 
till they are ftimulated to think for them*- 
felves. 

The biftiops have not large revenues ; and 
the priefts are appointed by the king before 
they come to them to be ordained. There is 
commonly fome little farm annexed to the 
parfonage ; and the inhabitants fubfcribe vo- 
luntarily, three tirnes a year, in addition to 
the church fees, fCfr the fupport of the clergy^ 
man. The church latids were feized when 
lutherahifm was ititfoduced 5 the defire of 
obtaining the&i being pirobabiy the real fti»- 
mulus of reformation. The tithes, which 
are n^ver required in kind, are divided into 
three parts j one to the king, another ^to the 
3 incumbent, 



( I" ) 

incumbenf, and the third to repair the de- 
lapidations of the parfonkge. They do not 
amount to much. And the ftipend allowed 
to the different civil officers is alfo too fmall, 
fcarcely deferving to be termed an in- 
dependence ; that of the cuftom-houfe 
officers is not fufficient to procure the ne- 
ceffaries of hfe — no wonder, then, if neceffity 
leads them to knavery. Much pubUc virtue 
cannot be expelled till every employment, 
putting perquifites out of the queftion, has 
a falary fufficient to reward induftry, whilft 
none are fo great as to permit the poffeflbr to 
remain idle. It is this want of proportion 
between profit and labour which debafes men, 
producing the fycophantic appellations of pa- 
tron and client ; and that pernicious efprit du 
corps^ proverbially vicious. 

The farmers are hofpitable, as well as in- 
dependent. Offering once to pay for fome 
coffee I drank when taking fhelter from the 
yain, I was a£ked, rather angrily, if a little 
coffee was worth paying for. They jfmokcj 
and drink drams ; but not fo much as for- 
merly. Drunkennefs, often the attendant dif- 
grace of hofpitality, will here, a$ well as every 
where clfe, give place to gallantry and refine- 
ment 



( Ji3 ) 

Ihent of manners ; but the change will not 
be fuddenly produced. 

The people of every clafs are conftant in 
their attendance at church; they are vcfy 
fond of dancing : and the funday eveniiigs in 
Norway, as in catholic countries, are fpent in 
exercifes which exhilerate the fpirits, without 
vitiating the heart. The reft of labour ought 
to be gay ; and the gladnefs I have felt in 
France on a funday, or decadi, which I caught 
from the faces around me,wasa fentimentmore 
truly religious than all the ftujpid ftillnefswhich 
the ftreets of London ever infpired where the 
fabbath is fo decoroufly obferved. I recoi- 
led, in the country parts of England the 
churchwardens ufed to go out, during the 
fervice, to fee if they could catch any luck- 
lefs wight playing at bowls or fkittles ; yet 
what could be more harmlefs? tt would 
even, I think, be a great advantage to the 
Englifti, if feats of aftivity, I do not include 
boxing matches, were encouraged on a fun- 
day, as it might ftop the progrefs of metho- 
difm, and of that fanatical fpirit which ap- 
pears to be gaining ground. 1 was furprifed 
when I vifited Yorkfhire, in my way to 
Sweden, to find that fuUen narrpwnefs of 
I thinking 
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thinking had made fuch a progrefs fince I wa^ 
an inhabitant of the countryr I could hardly 
have fuppofcd that fixteen or feventeen years 
could have produced fuch an alteration for 
the^worfe in the morals of a place ; yes, i 
fay » moraljj j for ohfervance of forms, an^ 
avoiding of practices,, iniJifFprent in them- 
felves, often fuppHes the place of that regular 
attention to duties which are io natural, that 
they feldqm are vauntingly exercifed, though 
they are worth all the precepts of the law 
and the prophets,. B«fides, many of thefe 
deluded people, with the beft meaning, ac- 
tually lofe their r^afon, and become mifera- 
hle, the dread of damnation throwing them 
into a ftate which merits the term : and ftill 
more^ in running after their preachers, ex- 
pediug to promote their falvation, they dif- 
regard their welfare in this world, and neg,- 
le£t the intereft and comfort of their families : 
{o that in proportion as they attain a reputa- 
tion for piety^ they become idie^ 

. Ariftocracy and fanaticifm feem equally to 
be gaining . ground in England,, particularly 
in the place I have mentioned : I faw very , 
little of either in Norway. The people are, 
regular ia their attendance on public worfhip ; 

• but 
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but reUgion does not iiiteffere with their em- 
ploymeiatSi 

As the fariftefi^ Cut away the wood^ they 
clear the ground. Every year, therefore, 
the country is becoming fittet to fupport the 
inhabitai^ts. Half a century ago the Dutch, I 
am told, only paid for the cutting down of the 
wood^ and the farmers were glad to get rid 
of it without giving themfelves any trouble* 
At pr^fent they fofm a juft eftimate of its 
Value; nay, I was furprifed to find even 
fire wood fo dear, when it appears to be in 
fuch plenty. The deftruftion, or gradual 
redudion, of their forefts, will probably me- 
liorate the climate ; and their manners will 
naturally improve in the fame ratio as in- 
duftry requires ingenuity. It is very fortu- 
nate that men are, a long time, but juft 
above the brute creation, or the greater part 
of the earth would never have been rendered 
habitable ; becaufe it is the patient labour of 
men, who are only feeking for a fubfiftence, 
which produces whatever embellifhes exift- 
ence, affording leifure for the cultivation of 
the arts and (ciences, that lift man fo far 
above his fitft ftate. I never, my friend, 
thought fo deeply of the advantages obtained 
la by 
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by human Induftry as fince I have been in 
Norway. The world requires, I fee, the hand 
of mah to perfedl it ; and as this taik natu- 
tally unfolds the faculties he exercifes, it is 
phyfically impoffible that he fhould have re- 
mained in Rouffeati's golden age of ftupidity* 
And, confidering the queftion of human hap- 
pinefs, where, oh ! where does it refide ? 
Has it taken up its abode with unconfcious 
ignorance, or with the high-wrought mind ? 
Is it the offspring of thoughtlefs animal fpi- 
rits, or the elve of fancy continually flitting 
round the expeded pleafure ? 

The increafing population of the earth 
muft necefTarily tend to its improvement, as 
the means of exiftenee are multiplied by in- 
vention. 

. You have probably made fimilar reflections 
in America, where the face of the country, I 
fuppofe, refembles the wilds of Norway. I 
am delighted with the romantic views I daily 
contemplate^ animated by the pureft air ; and 
I am interefled by the fimplicity of manners 
which' reigns around rae. Still nothing fo 
foon wearies out the feelings as unmarked 
fimplicity. I am, therefore, half convinced, 
that I could not live very comfortably exiled 

*- • from 
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from the countries where mankind are fo 
much further advanced in knowledge, im- 
perfe(9; as it is, and unfatisfadory to the 
thinking mind. Even now I bdgin to long 
to hear what you are doing in England and 
France. My thoughts fly from this wilder- 
nefs to the polifhed circles of the world, till 
recoUediing its vices and follies, I bury my- 
felf in the woods, but find it necelTary to 
emerge again, that I may not lofe light of the 
wifdom an4 virtue which exalte ihy nature. / 
What a Jong time it requireerto know our- 
fclves J and yet almoft every one has more 
of this knowledge than he is willing toown^ 
even to himfel£ I cannot immediately ide-» 
tcrmine whether I ought to rejoice at having 
turned over in this folitude a new page in* 
the hiftory of my own heart, though I may 
venture to aflure you that a further acquaint-* 
ance with mankind only tends to increafe my 
refpe^ for your ju<%ment, and efteem for 
ypur charaft^r, 

Farewell! 
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LETTER X. 



I HAVE ohcc' more, myiriend, taken flight |^ 
for I left Tbnfberg yefterday ; but with aa, 
intention of returning, in my way back to 
Sweden. 

The Toad • to Laurvig is very fine, and the 
<K>untry the Keft cultirated in Norway, I 
never before admired the beech tree ; and 
when I md:'fl:i?agglera here, they pleafed^me^ 
ftill 4eis, Xong and lank, they would have 
forced m^ to allow that the line {of l^emif 
r^equires: foirie curves, if, the ftately pinfe^ 
fiahding near,' eredl, throwing hcfitafe ajrBWk 
around, had not looked beaUtifuli. in op|)ori» 
tion to fuch narrow rules* l-. ::: • .\> ;, 

In thefe refpe^a my very reafon Obllgea 
me to permit i my feeiingg^to' he my criterion* 
Whatever ekoites; emotion has charms for 
me; though.' I infift tfcit the cultivation of 
the mind, by warming, nay ajmoft creating 
the imagination, produces tafte, and an im* 
menfe variety of fenfatiqns and emotions, 
partaking of the exquifit^ pleafure infpired by- 
beauty and fublimity. As I know of no 
end tp them^ the word infinite, fo often mif« 
• 3 . applied^ 
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applied, mightj-on this otctifKSti^hc introduced 
with fomethi'ng like propriety^ • 

But I have rambled away again. I in^ 
tended to have remarked to you the eflfeft 
produced by a grove of towering beech. The 
airy lightnefs of their foliage admittiiig a de- 
gree of funihine, which, giving a tranfparency 
to the leaves, exhibited an appearance d£ 
freflinefs and ekgance that I hatt never bep- 
ibre 'remarked, I thought of defcriptions of 
Italian fcenery. But thefe^ evanefceitt graC^fe 
Teemed the effedi of enchantmetit j ajnd I 
imperceptibly breathed foftly, left I ihould 
deftroy what was real, y^t looked fo like 
the creation of fancy. Drydea's fable of 
the flower and the leaf was not a more poeti- 
cal reverie. . .. > 

Adieu, however, td farix:y, and to all the 
fentiments which ennoble our nature. I ar- 
rived at Laurvig,^and found myfelf in the 
midft of a group of lawyers, of different de- 
fcriptions. My head turned round, my heart 
grew fick, as I regarded vifages deformed by 
vice ; and liftened to accounts of chica- 
nery thkt were continually embroiling the 
ignorant. Thefe locufts will probably difmi- 
nifli, as the people become more enlightened* 
In this period of focial life the commonalty 
I 4 are 
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are always cunningly attentive to their own 
Intereft ; but their faculties, confined to a 
few objefts, are fo narrowed, that they can- 
not difcover it in the general good. The 
prgfeflion of the law renders a fet of men 
fUll fhrewder and more felfifh than the reft ; 
and it is thcfe men, whofe wits have been 
Jharpeocd by knavery, who here undermine 
morality, confounding right and wrong. 

Thci count of Bernftorff, who really ap-i^ 
pears to mc, from all I can gather, to have 
the good of the people at heart, aware of 
this, has lately fent to the mayor of each dif- 
trid to :name, according to the fizt of the 
place, four or fix of the beflis-informed inhai- 
bitants, not men of the law, out of which 
the citizens were to eledl two, who are to 
be termed mediators. Their office is to en- 
4eavour to prevent litigious fuits, and conci- 
liate differences. And no fuit is to be com- 
menced before the parties have difcufTed the 
difpute at their weekly meeting. If a reconr 
filiation fhould, in confequence, take place, 
it lis to be regiftered, apd t^e parties are not 
jiUowed to retradt, 

-By thefe means ignorant people will be 
prevented from applying for adyice to mei^ 

whQ 
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who may juftly be termed IHrrcrs-up of 
ftrife. They have, for a long time, to ufe 
^ fignificant vulgarifm, fet the peoplq by the 
ears, and lived by the fpoil they caught upia 
the fcramble. There is fome reafon to hopq 
that this regulation will diminifh their num- 
ber, and reftrain their mifchievous ailivity^ 
But till trials by jury are eftablifhed, little 
juftice can be expected in Norway, Judges 
who cannot be bribed are often timid, aa4 
jifraid of offending bold knaves^ left they 
fhould raife a fet of hornets < about them-^ 
felves. The fear of cenfure und^mines ail 
energy of chara(9:er; and, labouring to be 
prudent, they lofe fight pf reditude. Belides, 
pothing is left to their confcience, or faga- 
city; they muft be governed by evidence^ 
(hough internally convinced that it is falfe* 

There is a confid^rable iron manufadlory 
at Laurvig, for coarfe work, and a lajce near 
the town fupplies the water neceflary for 
yrorking feveral mills belonging to it. 

This eftablilhment belongs to the count of 
J^aurvig. Without a fortune, and influence 
equal to his, fuch a work could not have beea 
fet afloat ; perfonal fortunes are not yet fuf- 
jpcient to fupport fuch undertakings ; nevei/-, 
thdcfs th^ inhabitants of the town fpeak.ofthe 

$ fue 
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fize of his eftatc as an evil, becaufe It ob^ 
ftfofts commerce. The occupiers of fmall 
farms are obliged to bring their wood to the 
Neighbouring fea-ports, to be fhipped j but 
he, wifhing to increale the value of his, will 
ftot allow it to be thus gradually cut down ; 
which turns the trade into another channel. 
Added to this, nature is againft * them, the 
bay being open and infecure. I could not 
help fmiling when I was informed that in a 
hard gale a veflel had been wrecked in the 
fnain ftreet. When there are fuch a number 
of excellent harbours on the coaft,- it is a pity 
that accident has made one of the lai^eft 
towns grow up in a bad one. • 

The father of the prefent couiit was a dif- 
tant relation of the family ; he refided con- 
ftantly in Denmark ; and his Ton follows 
his example. They have not been in pof- 
feffion of the eftate many years j and their 
predeceflbr lived near the town, introducing 
a degree of profligacy of manners which 
has been ruinous to the inhabitants in every 
refpe<fl, their fortunes not being equal to the 
prevailing extravagance. 

What little I have feen of tlie manners of 
the people does not pleafe me fo well as 

thofe 



thofeof Tonfberg* I am forewarned that 
I fliall find them ftill more cunning an4 
fraudulent as I. advance towards the weftv 
ward, in proportion as traffic takes^ place <^ 
agriculture j for their towns are built on 
naked rocks ; the ftfeets are narrow^ bridges ; 
and the inhabitants are all feafarkig men, of 
owners of (hips, who keep (hops. 

The inn I was at in Laurvig, this journeyf 

waij not the fame that I was at belbre, Jt is 

a good one; the people civil, aftd the ac-» 

commodations decent They feem to b^ better 

provided in Sweden j but in juftice I ought 

to add, that they charge mor^ eictravagantly; 

My bill at Toniflbefg was alfo much higheif 

than I had paid in Sweden, and m:uch higher 

than it ought to have b^en where provifiohs 

are fo chtap; Iifideed they feem to confider 

foreigners as ftrangers whom they fhould 

never fee again, and might fairly pluck. 

Aod the inhabitants of the weftern coaff, in- 

fulatcd, as it were, regard thofe of the eaft 

almoft as ftrangers. Each town in that qiiar^ 

ter ieems to be a great family, fiifpicious of 

every other, allowing none to cheat them, but 

fhemfelves; and, right or wrong, they fup- 

port one another in the face of juftice, 

In 
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On this journey I was fortunate enough to 
have one compauion with more enlarged 
views than the generality of his countrymen, 
who fpoke engliih tolerably. 

I was informed that we might ftill ad- 
vance a mile and a quarter in our cabrioJes \ 
afrerwards there was no choice, but of a 
fmgle horfe and wretched path, or a boat, th© 
yfual mode of travelling. 

We therefore fent our baggage forward ia 
the boat, and followed rather flowly, for the 
road was rocky and fandy. We pafled, 
however,, through feveral beech: groves, 
which ftiU delighted me by tte frefliaefs of 
their light green, foliage, and the elegance of 
thdr affemblage, forming retreats . to veil, 
without obfcuring the fun* 

I w?ts furprifed, at approaching the water, 
to find a little clufter of hqufes pleafantly 
fituated, and an excellent inn. J could have 
^ifhed to have remained there all night ; but 
as the wind was fair, and the evening fine, \ 
was afraid to truft to the wind, the uncertain 
wind of to-mprrow. We therefore left Hel-^ 
gepaac immediately, with the declining fun. 

Though we were in the open fea, we 
failed iiiQ^e amongft the rocks axid i|lan^f| 

than 



than in my paflage from Stromftad ; and they 
often formed very pi£turefquc combinations* 
Few of the high ridges were entirely bare 5 
the feeds of fome pines or firs had been 
wafted by the winds or waves, and they flood 
to brave the elements. 

Sitting then in a little boat on the ocean^ 
amidft ftrangers, with forrow and care preffing 
hard on me, — ^buffeting me about from climc 
to clime, — ^I felt 

•* Like the lone Ihrub at random caft, 
^ That fighs and trembles at each blaft !'' 

On fome of the largeft rocks there were 
adtually groves, the retreat of foxes and 
hares, which, I fuppofe, had tript over the ice 
during the winter, without thinking to re- 
gain the main land before the thaw. 

Several of the iflands were inhabited by 
pilots ; and the norwegian pilots are allowed 
to be the bell in the world ; perfeilly ac- 
quainted with their coaft, and ever at hand to 
obferve the firft fignal or fail. They pay a 
fmall tax to the king, and to the regulating 
officer, and enjoy the fruit of. their indefati- 
gable induftry. 

One of the iflands, called Virgin Land, is a 
flat, with ibme depth of earth, extending for 

half 
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half ± norwegian mile, with three farms oft 
it, tolerably well cultivated. 

On fome of the bare rocks I faw ftraggUng 
hou&s ; they rofe above the denomination of 
huts inhabited by fiflicrmcn. My compa-* 
nions affured me that they were very com- 
fortable dwellings, and that they have not 
only the neceffaries, but even what might be 
reckoned the. fuperfluitics of life. It was too 
late for me to go on (hore, if you will al- 
low me to give that name to fhivering 
rocks, to afcertain the fad:. 

But rain coming on, and the night grow- 
ing dark^ the pilot declared that it would be 
dangerous for us to attempt to go to the place 
of our deftination, Eafi Riifoery a norwegian 
mile and a half further ^ and we determined 
to ftop for the night at a little haven ; fome 
half dozen houfes fcattered under the curve 
of a rock. Though it became darker and 
darker, our pilot avoided the blind rocks 
with great dexterity. 

It was about ten o'clock when we arrived ; 
and the old hoftefs quickly prepared me a 
comfortable bed — a little too foft, or fo ; but 
I was weary ; and opening the window to 
admit the fweeteft of breezes to fan me to 

fleep, 
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fleep, I funk into the moft luxurious reft: /I 
it was more than refrefliing. The hofpita- 
ble fprites of the grots furely hovered round 
my pillow ; and if I woke, it was to liften to 
the melodious whifpering of the wind amongft 
them, or to feel the mild breath of morn. 
JLight flumbers produced dreams, where 
Paradife was before me. My little cherub 
was again hiding her face in my bofom. 
I heard her fweet cooing beat on my heart 
from the cliiFs, and faw her tiny footflepii 
on the fands. New-born hopes feemed, like 
the rainbow, to appear in the clouds of for- 
row, faint, yet'fufficient to amufe away de- 
fpain 

Some refrefhing but heavy fliowers 
have detained us ; and here I am writing; 
quite alone — ^fomething more than gay, for 
which I want a name. 

I could almoft fancy myfelf in Nootka, 
Sound, or on fome of the iflands on the 
north weft coaft of America. We en- 
tered by a narrow pafs through the rocks, 
which from this abode appear more ro- 
mantic than you can well imagine ; and 
feal-fkins, hanging at the door to dry, add to 
the illufion. 

It is indeed a corner of the world j but 

you 
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you would be furprifed to fee the cleanltiieis 
and comfort of the dwelling* The fhclvcs 
are not only fhining with pewter and queen'i 
ware, but fome articles in filver, more pon- 
derous, it is true, than elegant. The linen 
is good, as well as white* All the females 
Ijpin ; and there is a loom in the kitchen. A 
fort of individual tafte appeared in the ar- 
rangement of the furniture, (this is not the 
place for imitation) and a kindnefs in their 
defire to oblige — ^how fuperior to the apifli 
politenefs of the towns ! where the people, 
affe<alng to be well bred, fatigue with their 
endl^fs ceremony. 

The miftrefs is a widow ; her daughter is 
married to a pilot, and has three cows. They 
have a little patch of land at about the diftance 
of two englifh miles, where they make hay 
for the winter, which they bring home in a 
boat. They live here very cheap, getting 
money from the veflels which ftrefs of wea- 
ther, or other caufes, bring into their har- 
bour. I fufpe<ft, by their furniture, that they 
fmuggle a little. I can now credit the account 
of the other houfes, which 1 laft night thought 
exaggerated. 

I have been cqpiverfing with one of my 

com- 



com{)anibns rcfpeaing the laws arid 'regula- 
tions of Norwayr He" is a man Vith a gteat 
portion of comtnoh fenf^, and heart,— yes, a 
warm heart. This is hot the fifft tiihe Fhavfe 
remarked heart without fentiment : they arc 
diftindb ;The former depefids on the redi- 
tude of the feelings, on truth of fympathy : 
thefe charaders have more tendemefs than 
paflion ; the latter has a higher fource ; call 
it imagination, genius, or what you will, it 
is fomething very different I have been 
laughing with thefe fimple, worthy folk^ to 
give you one of my half fcore danifli words, 
and letting as much of iny heart flow out ia 
fympathy as they can take. Adieu ! I muft 
trip up the rocks* The rain is oven Let me 
catch pleafure on the wing— ^I may be melan-* 
choly t^rmorrow. Now all my nerves keep 
time with the meledy of nature. Ah ! let 
me be happy whilfl; I can. The tear ftarts 
as I think of it. I muft fly from thought, 
and find refuge from forrow in a ftrogg ima ^ 
ginatioh— the only lolace for a feeling heart. 
Phantoms o f blifs ! ideal form s of excellence 1 
ftgaJH -Ih clofe me J Q^ y9^^ ."^^g^^ circle, and 
Wip^ clear from my remembrance the diTap- 

K point* 
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Ibon after ifeiiiflied m/ Uttlettey; ' 1Ritf*''f<{J 
W8i8 rough;'au*d I pcrfceived tJiat'our pU6i 
W2i$ right not toiemtir^ ferther daritig k 
hitf higfeft We had agreed to piy feti^ 
AcSlars for a bisat from HMgefirac.' i fiieS!^ 
flbn' t!hc fuih, iie^aufc'lfiejl ^x3d 3eii{ai33 
mfce a^ mUSait ftbiai ^^a ' 'TOSnJ^ir; - f \vfiS 
«»b»ged tdjiajfifteea'fof tKe^tife VUrtd ij 
iSitren.^^ . When vre wfefe iccaSylA fet 6ur/ 
itmr Boatman offered to ^tc^'a^'ilbliari aifil 
fetus'go^lftone'jMf theliJSKi dTiR'^p^ace, Ac 
^t' <wli6 live^ th<H*eH^'<HHg /Sat6ric^tu!At^| 
wtth the -coaft.' He only d^Ba&mdefd "a Uc^lar 
snjf-fialf, which waf reafonable,' I JToun^ 
hiik ' a ciiril^d' rather infelfigent man: he 
ins "m the stmcrican fervice fevcral yt9s4 
ctttrittg the revohjtibn, 

I ibon percdyed that an e^tperienced mi* 
riner was neceflary- to guide tjs j for wd 
were continually obliged to tadk {tboiK, to' 
jiv0id the rodcs, whi?h, fcitrcdy r^iihiftg' to 
the fiirfwc of the water, ccmid only be difco- 
K a VCTcd 
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vcred by the breaking of the waves over 
them. . 

The view of this wild coall, as we fkiled 
along it, afforded me a continual fubjeft for 
meditation. : I anticipated the fptux;e improve-^ 
ifX^nt pf the world,- and qhfery^ how much> 
xnan ha4 ftiU ip ^ppl^^ obtain ; ^f . ther earth all 
it could yield* /I even earned, piy fpecula.- 
tw?0? fo f^ asito advance; a ijiillion'or two of 
ye^s to the xnoniasnt wkxn. tbp eartl^ .wqal4 
|)^hap8 be {q perfedily. cujtiy/jtpd, a^d,. {o 
cop^pletel^peopled, ,as to.rpnd|er it neceifaiy; 
t;p jn,h^b^ ^Xf^ t ^R^A-JS?* ^^^^ bljsai; 
i^^^es.. . Jijwgia^tipn, wept . ftitt; farther, and 
loured .tl^e^fta^^^ man ^hep .the i^«j^ 
f^H.no.lpwg^g %a?prti;hi5ru; ^Where waa 
te^^fi^y ^^^R,W :W|i5yierf4l .jfag^^ine I.I),o,^ 
^H^^'i ^ L^??W^i ^^^^^i"^^ d^reflfed . fon thfife 
J^liow creatures, yet unhorq. • TheimaKS 
fafteqgd pn me^; and ..the ^wp^dd rajypearedi;}? 
vaJljyrifQn. I was ;fooarto.fhe in^a (m^lkj^ 
one— ^for no other name can I. give to Rufo^r* 
It would.be diiRcult to form -an idea of the 
place^^ if you haye ncycr.feen one of, thefc 
j-Qcky. coaftSf 

^ W^/W^Xfi a confide^r^bie time entering 
amon^ft the jijands, before we faw about two 
. . , . hundred 
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hundred houfes crowded together, lihder a 
very high rock— ftill higher appearing abovc^ 
Talk not of baftilles ! To be bom here, waii 
to be baftilled by nature— fliut out from all 
tifat opens the.underftandihg, or enlarges the 
heart. Huddled one behind another, not 
more than a qufeirter of the dwellings even had 
a profped of the fea, A few planks fomied 
paflages from hoiife to houfe, which you 
muft often fcale, mounting fteps like a lad^ 
der, to enter. 

The only rbad acrofs the rocks leads to a 
habitation, fterile enough, you may fup- 
pofe, when I tell you that the little earth on 
^e adjaceht ones was carried there by the late 
inhabitant A path, almoft impracticable for 
A horfe, goes on. to Arendall^ ftill further 
to the weftward. 

I enquired for a walk^ aiid mounting 
near two hundred fteps made roimd a rock^ 
walked up and down for about a hundred 
yards, viewing the fea, to which I quickly 
defcended by fteps that cheated the declivity* 
The ocean, and ' thefe tremendous bulwarks^ 
ejiclofed me on every fide* I felt the <fon- 
finement,^ and wi(hed for wings to reach ftill 
loftier cliffs, wlfofe flippery fides no foot 
I \^. K 3 was 
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t(;^ fb Ktfdy 2^ to tread ;. yet wl&at ^s» 

lyateiWiK)!; .*i gjinapfe of imahig iwture— 
not a f atfjti cf Uydy ^e^^ to rrfiere tKe 
acjting figl^t ^ or varj? the? :ot)j«^ oC swdf* 
Utiooi 

^ ji ieU my bo^ oppjeOe^t,^^ rt^tlimg 
fOi4d be clearer thaijt.thq atmofpherfc. Wmr 
4^r)n£ ther,e aite^a^ ^ foimdi 4^^ ic^Ktiide ikr 
0r^bl&j my rajv^d wa« ftoredlf lEvkh lism 
Tvhich this new fcene aflbciat^ ^mtfat; afto^ 
ijkiflung rapi£ty^ ^Vfl I JM^^ci^ ali the 
Iboqght qf receiviBg, e»ifteBr8*^ian(3t ifemamf- 
i^ig here, m the; £cJi(^<^ tHlr 

forced to lea^^e, a) W0i;I4 o£ wtrtcfa I had fewu 
fb Uttie ; fer daer ebf^a^ctir'aC tli^ iahaltttants; 
is as uncuJtfe^aterdk^f i^ot s« pii^iurfe%ielymld». 
as their abode. 

Harvl^g iio> envi}ioym(3nc bitt tiraffic, of 
t;vchif^h ^ cpf)tC4bflK)4iti»d^ n»;afeea; tftec hftfia of: 
thcdii? pr<o^^ ^, cpa^ibft f^ings:: ofr hoiuAyr 
Sim quickl(r bljoAi^dt: l^oia may^ ftippafe that % 
fpeafc ia gea€[iia};t?jmft;:. and: that, M^ilfcallitfab 
dir^^K^ntagoa o£ ipat^re and ^fcuaifiaaosSi. 
tbpire; aret ^|} /oqi^j ro^fK^^ablo ^aoceptinmi > 
thp more pfi^ifc-Jw^Qrthyi aa tckking iji;a^yex7r. 
€oat»igiou» s^fiQitairdiiieAft tttotldne^isfLalLtficii 

generous 



gliieWus jiiuces of tie heSiji. Nb^i^g gttiiaf, 
iri'fiiav iippestrs' sbtomO. M§ fJlAcfe,' dr.wltMii 
the' ctrth of iti rocksi An4j nOw I recette^i 
it feeihs to ms that the itCdft |ea!^^ii(rhii]^ 
to^' ifliarda^rii I haf e m«' wltfi iil' lifft 
■virei^e ittoft S&t6 td the f^^HtinkefiCs mf^ir^d bf 
tntii^a coithtrjr fcines; Wfeati ifiddSd, ^ 
fd huihahife tJfefe B^gs, #ho feflf fhttt up; 
for tlfe^ M^m evert 6p^' fliel? tfittdb^'s; 
finoafefig, ■ diinl^ng htatiidf, tuid dtivi^lf- batri 
gaSi^ ? I t^ KecSi alihdft MStd yy fhdfe 
fmoaScers. iTie^fb^M' in thfe firotirii^^'a^ 
are rafeiy wJllhout fliei* piipS tiB they g»6" tO 
Retf/ NothMg dam be moire dlfgtrttfegtfcaa 
^^ rtocniis aiid' njert? tcMa^dS tRfe; everiiffgt 
fetehi te'etHi cloflrefsi- ahti'. fuWlWfe, ill iite 
fir'oilt;. It is WdF fliat tlie '«voiftto' *6* tt6C 

Imfocrtfe becauJg' fhe^^ wore' theit htiffcatidi?; 
PerKapsVyou mky addi that the reiriarlg nee<f 
iitW be' ebtiifihed' to fo 6nali a pa*! of th^ 
wiJiM'r and, wiiff? »7aj, ]^ dih 6^ the fatnd 
opftifoife' Yotr ihttft flot tei^in fhis SitiSindo 
fati^V fBr it (fo«- hbt come Koihe* '.' '. 
: If I H:Cd-not- d&eifclned to -««fite, I' fliolil* 
fiaVVfStiid^ riiy confinement here, cVen foi? 
, K 4 thre« 
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,tlit«e or four days, tedidus« I havc^ oo 
^oK^;.an4 to pace up and down a fmall 
^rodfti, IpOkii^; alt tiles^. overhung by rocks^ 
Jfoon; t)^^ptne& wearifomeb I cannot mount 
jtwo J^iUndrb^ ^P^9 to \9^alk a hundred yardg, 
«any tim.es in the day. r Befides, the rodk^^ 
ITet2fiHiftg:thf, h^at of thefuo, are ititolerably 
warm* I jim :neverthelefe very well; for 
tl^Ugh'^e]^ i^ a^ihrewdnefs in the chara&er 
of thefe people, depraved by a fordid love 
of moa^y; whj&ch repds me, ftill the compaf 
tifons they force me to make keep my heart 
i^^Ii^y by exercifmg my underftanding. 

Everywhere wealth comnjands too much 
refped j^but hare, almoft exclufively ; and it 
kthe onlyobjeift purfued— nqt through brake 
and briar^ but '4)ver rocks and waves — ^yet of 
what ufe. would riches be to me? I have 
ipta;ietime$ alked myfelf, were I confined to 
Eve in fuch a Xpot. I could only relieve a 
^vf diftreiied obje£fe> perhaps render them 
14)6, .^iiid^ the refl; of life ifould be a blank, 
t My. prcfeat journey has given frefh force 
to my opinion, that no pkce is fo difagree* 
4t4e and unimproving as a c^uitr|r town. 
I fliouki Uke to d[ivide my time between the 

town 
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town and country ; in a lonehoufc, with the 
bufinefs of farming and planting, where my 
mind would gain ftrength by folitary mufing ; 
and in a metropolis to rhb off the ruft of 
thought, and polifh the tafte which the 
contemplation of nature had rendered juft. 
Thus do we wifli aa we float down the 
ftream of life, whilft chance does more to 
gratify a defire of knowledge than our beft- 
laid plans. A degree of exertion, produced 
\^y fome want, more or lefs painful, is pro- 
bably the price we muft all pay for know- 
ledge. How few authors or artifts have 
arrived at eminence who have not lived by 
their employment ? 

I was interrupted yefterday by bufinefs, 
and was prevailed upon to dine with the engliili 
vice-conful. His houfe being open to the fea, 
I was more at large ; and the hofpitality of the 
table pleafed me, though the bottle was rather 
XSH> freely pufhed about. Their manner of en- 
tertaining was fuch as I have frequently re- 
marked when I have been thrown in the way 
of people without education, who have more 
money than wit, that is, than they know what 
to do with. The women were unaffeftedj but 

had 



trad n6t the natord gftice isfiSth wa# offcft 
dbAfpictioiis- at Tohibtrg* There v^ste even- ^ 
ftrikirtg JifFerenfce irt fhe^'cJrtfe $; thdfe havitig 
loaded' theihfeRe^ with finery, m thcf rfylfe 
of the failors^ girls df Huff oi^ PortfiKotttfa; 
'JTafte ha^ not yet fertfgM th'dm'to maJfe aiif 
i>ut a:n pftentatious* dHplay of wealth : yet I 
tduid perceive even here the firff ft6j^s 6Fthe 
imj^^ovemerit which I am perfiiadfed- will mafcd 
a Y€rf obvious pro^cfe in the- <f Ourffr of iktf 
a century ; anrf if ought riot tO' Be fo&AcTy i6 
keep fiade with the cuftivatibn* of t?ie^ eattfe 
f jDiipi^oving mariners will' introduce finer morar 
^edlihg?!. t' hey fiegih tafead tranflattenVof 
fqme of the moft ufeful germari ^4*6diSft1oHtf 
fcitdy pubKihed ; and' oiie 6f our ^arty fulng 
a fong, ridicuirrig tlie pd^^s (ibafefced agafAfff 
France, arid' the c6tn{)ahy draHfe cditfufibn? tfef 
thofd who Had difnieriibered^ Polatfdi 

The evening was^ extremely' calih* arid^ 
Beautifiil. l^ot being able to walE,* T f^i' 
queffed a Boat^, asthie only means' of enjoying' 
fi'ee aif. 

The View of the tQvm' wa^'how eitriemcly 
fine. A huge rocky ihouhtairi ftdod^up bev' 
hind it; and a Vail: cliff firetcTied- on eacK fide,- 
fbfming a femicircle. In a recefs of the rocks 

was 



was & clump o^ pines, amongft wl^ich 9 
fteepife rofe pi£turef<piely beautifiiL 

TThe chufcli-yard is almoft tlie only ver- 
daiit fpof irf the place. Here, indeed, frieiid- 
fhip extends beyond the grave ; and, to grant 
a fod of earth, is to accord a favour. I 
ihquld: rathi^t ch^fe,: did k xAtiik of a choice^ 
to flcep in fome of the caves of the rocks ; 
for I am become better reconciled to them 
fmce I climbed their craggy fides, laft night, 
liftening to the fineft echoes I ever heard* 
We had a french-horn with vw; and there 
was an enchanting wildnefs in the dying 
away of the reverberation, that quickly 
tranfported me to Shakfpeare's magic ifland. 
Spirits unfeen Teemed to walk abroad, and 
flit from cliff to cliff, to footh my foul to 
peace. 

I relu<3:antly returned to fupper; to be 
fhut up in a warm room, only to view 
the vafl fhadows of the rocks e^^tending on 
the (lumbering waves. I flood at the win- 
dow fome time before a buzz filled the 
drawing-room ; and now and then the dafh- 
ing of a folitary oar rendered the fcene 
Hfll more folemn. 

Before 
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Before I came here, I could fcarcely 
Iiave imagined that a fimple objedt, rocks, 
could have admitted of fo many intereft- 
ing combinations — always grand, and often 
fublime. 

Good night I God blefs you ! 
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LETTER XIU 

I JLEFTT Eaft Rufoer the day be&re yefterday; 
The weather was Teiyiine ; but fo calm that- 
we Joitered on the water near fourteen hdurs,^ 
«hLy ' toHfAake abouit fix and twenty miles. ^ 

It feemed to me a-: fort of emancipation 
when jwe. landed at Helgefaac. The^ confine^' 
meat : which every where . ftruck me whilft . 
fojourhing amongft the rocks, madexne haill 
die earth as a land 6f promife ; and the fitu- 
ation ihone with frcflv luftre froni the con- 
traft— from appearing to be a frfee abode 
Here it was pbfiible to travel by land — T 
never thought this a comfort before, and my 
eyes, fatigued by the fparkling of the fun 
on the water, tiow contentedly repof^d ou 
the green expanfe, half perfuaded that, fuch 
verdant meads had never till then regaled 
them« 

I rofe early to purfue my journey to 
Toniberg* The country ftill wore a face di 
joy — ^and my foul was alive to its charms, 
JLeaving the moft lofty, and romantic of the 
cliffs behipd us, we w?re almoft continually 

defccndin^ 



defcending to Tonfberg, through elyfian 
fcenes ; for not only the fea^ but mount^ns, 
rivers, lakes^ and .^fff^i. ^ve an almoft 
pndlefs variety to the profped. The cotta^ 
g«E$ wfiw MJ IfeJ^Bng iomc the fcay.; aai 
tke cottagrst on this road, looked .yery xon^-* 
fpitable* fiwcci- snd^^pbnty-^-^I mvan iwt 
^bundwefi, iecaxvQd to mgn arouocW-^iU :3[> 
^ow^d':a6:I docTK near jn^ old .abo^ I 
Wia itVTf & fee the fitA Jfb* iiigh ;. ^tt / war 
Inroad noon,. Toiafticc^.vvviis ibmethihg like fip 
jbome-^gt I TTos to jeotfar ^itiuaut lighclog^i 
up pieafnik in; any cyo^I idrfikdedtiuer .fdii^ 
taristr^ 'pfri.jniyL apartasucat^ :4nd ififlttdw&r> 
lught' to itidft th4p ftiuti^ig' teayrf, or .tp-^hciQii 
tbrnioa n^y pUow, and Iclofej my ey0s on^ 
W09fld whpre I wais dflftiaed-npi yusm^^\oiie(x 
Why has jmtnra fd pianjzr ci[iiiriiis.;fqr jucr^ 
oaBiog ffHth az^d cheriOiing refined ^ &nti^ 
ments,, only. ia. woupd the.hrearft'thjUr fcifterfe 
thewE How IBufiYC, perhaps, the . mefti. ib^ 
are the plans of happinefs founded on vhtute 
and prind|)}e } Teihat inlets of mifeVy datbcy mot 
open, in a half cis>)ized: fodety ? ' The fatiii£au:« 
tion arifiag fiom conicious: re£bitude, witt 
not calm an injured hea^, when tei^demcia 
is ever finding, exeufes j and fplf-Mplaiife is. a; 
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which, bi^itog pWiire, d^8,Bp| ^Jfcl^49 

};ism.7fn% two foil tsp jiUp^ roe tp penwn i^ 

fijit,. tP iPWfM^ jpftBrrf,^,r9$her fprg^BJtr 

Dt^ ■ : •;■■■ .. ■: 

mjorroiv I fc$ pm for Mofe, m my w$y, te 
Strpmftftd, At OptJ^nbwrg I fbiall «ni)bra€» 
iBf JPifnmih i fTffii^lY f^ wil Apt j^p^ 
sw agfun)r7»ii4 I ftftW fee hijrt if. ^e 4p; pot. 
Haw !cbi)4i^ U thU r fti^ it is! a najtiirftl f<^lr 
ing, I wPii|I4rR0t permit royf^ tp iivdii|g« 
tlifi M tbiclf cpwg f(»am': Qf fo^dne^t whllft 
I.waa.det«»Bd by bi|flnefs,r-?y9t I never f^w 
|i:c^ hPUQ^i^ in 9 meadoW) that did not 
fctsacfA nvs 0f my Uttle Irolicker^ A c0^ yo^ 
fij. Yea J but a caprfal one, I oyrn. 

I caanpt write cpmppfedlyrrTrl am ev^ 
iqftant finking into, reveries — ^my heart fiut-» 
fers, I Ifnoyf fU)t yfhjf fopl } It is time thpH 
frest m reft. 

fxiix^^Osxfi and domeftic happinefs are con;; 
^uall^ pr#ed^ vet how little is there of 
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either' in the world, becaufe k requires more 
cultivation of mind to keep aw4ke affedion, 
even in our town hearts*, than the common run 
©f people fuppofe, Befides, few like to bfe 
feen as they really are ; and a degree of fim- 
plicity, and of undifguifed confidence, which, 
touninte^efted obfervers, would aimoft border 
on weaknefe, is the charm, nay the effence 9f 
love or friend (hip : a ll the bewitching gracea 
of childhood Again appearing. As objedts 
merely to exercife toy tafte, I thieiief^re like 
to fee people together who Have an affedtioD 
for each other; every turn oft th^r'f(ditujw 
touches me, and remains jiidured op my 
imagination in indelible i!baiuders. .The 
zeft of novelty is, however, ' necelfiiry* tqf 
#oufe the languid fympathie$ Which havte beefi 
hacknied in the world j is; is the faditioua 
behaviour, falfely termed good-breeding, to 
amufe thofe, who, defeiStlve W taftcy cdntimi- 
ally rely for ple^fure on, their anipiaLfphitSi^ 
which not being maintained by the imagina- 
tion, are unavoidably fooner exhaufted than 
the fentiments of the heart. Friendflii^ \s ia 
general fincere at the commencement^ :and 
iafts whilft there is any thing to fiipport it; 
but as a mixture of novelty ^nd vanity is th^ 
ufual prop, no wpn^er if it fall with the 
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flender fiay* The fop in tlie play, payed a 
greater compliment than he was aware of, 
when he faid to a perfooi whom he meant to 
flatter, ^* I like you almoft as well as a new 
*' acquaintance.^^ Why am I talking of friend*- 
fhipi after which I have had fuch a wild-goofe 
chace.— il thought only of telling you that 
the erows, as well as wild-^geefe, are here 
burds bf pafTage. 
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LETTER XIII. 

I LEFT Tonfberg yefterday, the 2 2d of Au- 
guft. It is only tyrtlve or thirteen englifh 
miles to Mofs, through a country, Icfswild 
than any traO;.! had hitherto paffed over in 
Norway. It was often beautiful j but feldom 
afforded thofe grand views, which fill, rather 
than footh the mind. 

We glided along the meadows, and through 
the woods, with fun-beams playing around 
us ; and though no caftles adorned the prof* 
pe£ks, a greater number of comfortable farms 
met my eyes, during this ride, than I have 
ever feen, in the fame fpace, even in the 
moft cultivated part of England. And the 
very appearance of the cottages of the la- 
bourers, fprinkled amidft them, excluded all 
thofe gloomy ideas infpired by the contem-r 
plation of poverty. 

The. hay was ftill bringing )in; for 
one harveft in Norway, treads on the 
heels of the other. The woods were 
more variegated ; interfperfed with fhrubs. 
We no longer paffed through forefts of vaft 
fines, ilretching along with favage magnifi-* 

cence. 
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€encc^ PoTefe that dttly Exhibited fhfe (loW 
decay of tiflie, or the de^aftatioA produced 
by warriing elements* No; daks, afhes, 
beech ; aja?d all the li^ .aftd gralceful teflanfis 
of our woods here fported fu^uriaMty; I 
had not obferred many oaiks before ; for the 
greater part of the oak plaAks, I am in- 
farnmddly come frorti the Weftward. 

In France the farmers generally litre in villa- 
gesy which is a great difadvartit^ge to the 
coimtry j but the norvtregiatn fai^rfiers, always 
owning thdr farms^ ofbekg feitofttis foi life^ 
refide in the? midflr of them ;. allowing fome 
labourers a> dWelliiig,' teat free, who ha^ve a 
litde land afj^ttadning. to the cottage, not^ 
only for a g^tSen^ bift: for crops^ of diflereflt 
hm&y fuch. as) rye, daits^ buck-^wheat^ he^p,- 
fiact, beasfe, potatxjeg^ afld hay,- ^Mth «"& 
fown in ftrrps about it ; ^emix^ding si ^^a^gi^f 
of the. firfl: atieffiipt.^ at ciitltu(re, when etery 
famcly^ was obliged ta be ain m^ep^endent 
cbminunity. 

: Thefe cott^er^ Wdrt it a ceri^n'. price, 
ten-pence per day,- for the farmiers otvwhofo 
gfoilftdthtfylive; a«d fh^ ha^^ fpai^e tiitte! 
ekiough^ to cutei:vat® their own land ; arid lay' 
ixta^ftorei of fifli- for the winter, tte- wives> 
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and daughters fpin; and the hufbands and- 
fons weave : fo that they may fairly be reck-' 
oned independent ; having alfo a little money 
in hand to buy coffee, brandy, and fome 
other fuperfluities. 

The only thing I difliked was the military 
feryice^ which trammels them more than I at 
firft imagined. It is true that the militia is 
only called out once a year — ^yet, in cafe of 
war, they have no alternative^ but muft aban- 
don their families. Even the manufafturers are 
not exempted, though the miners are, in order 
to encourage undertakings which require a ca- 
pital at the commencement. And what ap- 
pears more tyrannical, the inhabitants of cer- 
tain diftriasajre appointed for the land, others 
for the fea fervice. Confequently, a peafant- 
born a foldier, is not permitted to follow his 
inclination, (hould it lead him to go to fea : 
a natural defire near fo many fea ports. 

In thefe regulationa the arbitrary govern- 
ment, the king of Denmark being the moft 
ubfolutp monarch in Europe, appears, which 
in other refpefts, feeks to, hid6 itfelf in a 
lenity that almpft renders the laws nullities. 
If any alteration of old cuftoms is thought 
of, the opinion of the whole country is required, 
and; maturely confidered. I have feveral times 
3 had 
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had occafion to obferve, that fearing to appeat 
tyrannical, lawis arfe allowed to become ob- 
folete, which ought to be put in force, of 
better fubftituted in their ftead ; for this mi{- 
taken moderation, which borders on timi* 
dity, favours the lead refpedable part of the 
people. 

I faw on my way not only good parfonage 
houfes, but comfortable dwellings, with glebe 
land for the clerk: always a confcquential 
man in every country : a being proud of 
a little fmattering of learning, to ufe the 
appropriate epithet, and vain of the ftiff 
good-breeding reflected from the vicar; 
though the fervility pra4a:ifed in bis company 
gives it a peculiar caft. 

The widow of the clergyman is allowed 
to receive the benefit of the living for a 
twelve-month, after the death of the incum-? 
bent. 

Arriving at the ferry, the paflage over td 
Mofs is about fix or eight englifh miles ; I 
faw the moft level (hore I had yet feen ia 
Norwayi The appearance of the circum- 
jacent country had been preparing me for 
the change of fcene, which was to greet 
jae, when I reached th« coaft. For the 
L 3 graA4 



frafld fwterfW .of miur^ ha4 be^a 4wiedl«ig 
into prcttioeft a$ I ^dyaneed j yet the rocke, 
en a iinaller fc^, were fi»^ly wooded to tlie 
WU^VB edge. LUtle art aj^p^eij, yet ftiWii. 
xnity ev^ry where giiv^ pUce to elegance, 
Tfce jToad had often afTumed the appearance 
of a graveled one, made in pleafure grounda^ 
whiift the tcees excited only an idea erf em- 
bellifliment. Meadows, like lawns, in ^j| 
cndlefs yariety, displayed the carelefe gr^pe* 
of nature ; and the ripeningcorn gave a rieh** 
nefs to the landfcape, jinalogou? with the other 
cbjeds. 

Never was a fouthern Iky more beautiful, 
!|or more foft its galea. Indeed, I am led tq 
conclude, that the fweeteft fummer m the 
world, is the northern one. The vegetation 
being quick \ aad luxuriant) the tnoment the 
earth is loofened from it« icy fetters, and the 
bound ftreams regain their wonted aftivity^ 
The balance of happinefe, with refpeO: to cli-. 
mate, may be more equal than I at firft ima- 
gihed ; . for the inhabitsjnls defcribe with 
warmth the pleafurea of «t winter, at the 
thoughts of which I fhndder. Not only their 
parties of pleafure but pf bufmefs arc referved 
2 fo^f 
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for . this feafoj>i when they travel with aftp^ 
niftiiijg rapidity, the n|Loft dired way, fkim- 
xnjiag over hedge and ditch. 

On eftitering Mofs I was ftruck by the 
animation which feemed to refult from in- 
duftry. The richeft of the inhabitants keep 
fliops, refembling in their manners, and even 
the arrangement of their houfes, the trades- 
people of Yorklhire J with an air of morQ 
independence, or rather confequence, from 
feeling themfeves the firft people in the place. 
I had not time ,to fee the iron works, belong- 
ing tp^ Mr. Ajtiker, of Chriftiania, a man of 
fortune and enterprife j and I was not very 
anxious to fee them, after having viewed 
Shofe at Laurvig. , - 

Here I met with an intelligent literary, 
man^ who was anxious to gather information 
from me, relative to the paft and prefent 
fituation of France* The.newfpapers printed 
atCopenhagep,*s well as thofe inEngiand,give 
the moft exaggerated accounts of their atroci- 
ties and diftrefles ; but the Wn^er without any 
apparent' comments or inferences. Still the 
norwegians, though more conneQ:ed with the 
englifh, fpeaking their language, and copy- 
in|< their manners, wifli well to the republic 
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can caufe ; and follow, with the moft lively 
intercft, the fuccefles of the french arms. So 
determined were they, in fad, to excufe every 
thing, difgracing the ftruggle of freedom, by 
admitting the tyrant's plea neceflity, that I 
could hardly perfuade them that Robefpierre 
was a monfter. 

The difcuffion of this fubjcdl is not fo ge- 
neral as in England, being confined to the 
few, the clergy and phyfician, with- a fmall 
portion of people who have a literary turn 
and leifure : the greater part of the inhabi-r 
tants, having a variety of occupations, b^ing 
owners of Ihips, fhopkeepers and farmers, 
have employment enough at home. And 
their ambition to become rich may tend to 
cultivate the common fenfe^ which charade- 
rizes and narrows both their hearts and views ; 
confining the former to their families, taking 
the handmaids of it into the cir<;le of pleafure, 
if not of intereft ; and the latter to the in- 
fpeSion of their workmen, including^ the 
noble fcience of bargain-making— -that is get- 
ting every thing at the cheapeft, and felling 
it at the deareft rate. I ai;ri now more than 
ever convinced, that it is an intercourfe with 
men of fcienCe and artifts, which not olfty 

diflfufes 
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jiifiufes tafte, but gives diat freedom to the 
ttnderftanding, without which I have fddom 
ihet with much benevolence of charader^ qja 
a large fcale. 

Befides, though you do not hear of much 
pilfering and ftealing in Norway, yet they 
will, with a quiet confcience, buy things at 
a price which muft convince them they were 
ftolen, I had an opportunity of knowing 
that two or three reputable people had pur- 
chafed fome articles of vagrants, who were 
deted:ed. How much of the virtue, which 
appears in the world, is put on for the world 1 
And how little di£tate,d by felf refpeCt— fo little, 
that I am ready to repeat the old queftion-^and 
afk, where is truth or rather principle to be 
found ? Thefe are, perhaps, the vapourings of 
a heart ill at cafe — the eflFufions of a fenfibiiity 
wounded almoft to madnefe. But enough 
of this-^ we will difcufs the fubjedt in another 
j ftate of exiftence^-^where truth and iU | fi :ice 
wijl reign> How cruel are the injuries 
which make us quarrel with human nature ! 
—-At prefent black melancholy hovers rouncf 
my footfteps ; and forrow fheds a mildew 
over all the future profpeds, which hope no 
longer gilds, 

A rainy 
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. A rainy morning prevented my enjoying 
the pleafare the Tiewof a pidlurefque coun- 
try would have afforded mc j for though this 
road paffed through a country, a greater ex** 
lent of which was under cultivation, than I 
had ufuaily feen here, it neverthelefs retained 
ail the wild charms of Norway. Rocks; ftiil 
cnciofed the valleys, whofe grey fides enli-* 
vened their verdure. Lakes appeared like 
branches of the fca, and branches of the fea 
affumed the appearance of tranquil lakes; 
whilft flxeamlets prattled amongft the pehhlffi, 
and the broken mafs of ftone which had rol- 
led into them ; giving .fantaftic turns to the 
trees whole roots they, bared* 

It is not, in fad:, furprifing that the pine 
jlhould be often undermined, it fhoots its 
fibres in iiich an horizontal direction, ; mcrefy 
on the furface of the earth, requiring only 
cfnpugh to cover thofe that cling to the craggs* 
No^ng proves to me, fo clearly, that it is 
the air which principally nourifhes trees and 
plants, as the flourifliing appearance of Ihcfe 
pines. — The firs demanding a deeper foil, .are 
feldom feen in equal health, or fo numerous 
on the barren cliffs. They take fhelter in 
the crevices, or where, after fpme revolving 
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ages, the pines have prepared them a foot- 
ing. 

Approaching, or rather defcending, to 
Chriftiania, though the weather continued a 
little cloudy, my eyes were charmed with 
the view of an extenfive undulated valley, 
ftretching out under the Ihelter of a noble 
amphitheatre of pine - covered mountains. 
T'arm houfes fcattered about animated, nay, 
graced a fcene which ftill retained fo much 
pf its native wildnefs, that the art which 
appeared, feemed fp neceflary it was fcarcely 
perceived. Cattle were grazing in the fhaven 
jneadowa; arid the lively green, on their 
fwelling- Tides, contrafted with the ripening 
porn and rye. The corn that grew on the 
flopes, had not, indeed, the laughing luxu- 
riance pf plenty, which I have feen in more 
genial climes. A frefh breeze fwept acrofs 
the grain, parting its flender ftalks ; but the 
wheat did not wave its head with it$ wonted, 
carelefs dignity, as if nature bad crowned it; 
the king of plants. 

The view, immediately on the left, as we 
ijrove down the mountain, was almoft fpoilC 
by the depredations committed on the rocks to 
roake alum, I do not know the procefs. — I 

only 
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only faw that the rocks looked red after they 
had been burnt; and regretted that the operation 
(hould leave a quantity of rubbifh, to intror 
duce an image of human induftry in the 
fhape of deftruftion* The fituation of Chrif- 
tiania is certainly uncpmmonly fine j and I 
never faw a bay that fo foi^cibly gave me an 
idea of a pUce of fafety froni the ftorms of 
the ocean — all the furroundiiig objeiSts were 
beautiful, and even grand. But neither the 
rocky mountains, oor the woods that graced 
them, could be compared with the fublime 
profpeds I had feen towards the weftward j 
and as for the hills, " capped with eternal 
fnow,'* Mr. Coxe's defcription led me to look 
for them j but they had flown j for I looked 
vainly around for this noble back-ground. 
A few months ago the p.eople of Chrifti- 
. ania rofe, exafperated by the fcarcity, and 
confequent high price of grain. The imme- 
diate cauf? was the fhipping of fome, faid to 
be for Mofs j but which they fufpeded was 
only a pretext to fend it out of the country : 
and I am not fure that they were wrong in 
their conjecture. — Such are the tricks of 
trade ! They threw ftones at Mr. Anker, the 
owner of it, as he rode out of town 
to ^fcape from their furyj they afTem- 
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bled about his houfe. And the people de- 
manded afterwards, with fo much impetuo- 
fity, the liberty of thofe who were taken up 
in confequence of the tumult, that the Grand 
Bailiff thought it prudent to releafe them 
without further altercation. 

You may think me too feve're on com- 
merce J but from the manner it is at prefent 
carried on, Httle can be advanced in favour 
of a purfuit that wears out the moft facred 
principles of humanity and reditude. What is 
{peculation, but a fpecies of gambling, I might 
have faid fraud, in which addrefs generally 
gains thq prize ? I was led into thefe reflec- 
tions when I heard of fome tricks praftifed 
by merchants, mif-called reputable, and cer- 
tainly men of property, during the prefent 
war, in which common honefty was violated :. 
damaged goods, and provifions, having, 
been fhipped for the exprefs purpofe 
of falling into the hands of the englifh, 
who had pledged themfelves to reimburfe 
neutral nations, for the cargoes they feized : 
cannon alfo, fent back as unfit for fervice, 
have been (hipped a.s a good Jpecu/atio?i ; the 
captain receiving orders to cruize about till 
he fe|l in with axi englifh frigate. Many in- 
• . Li . . . > dividuals. 
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dividuals, I believe, have fufTered by th# 
feizures of their veffel^ ; ftill 1 am perftiad^d 
that the englifh government hc-vs been very 
much impofed upon in the charges madfe 
by merchants, who eontrrved to get their 
fliips taketi. This cenfure is not confined tc/ 
the d'anes. Adieu ! For the prefent, I muft 
take advantage of a moment of fine weatheff* 
to walk out and fee the town. 

At Chriftiania I inet with that polite recep-- 
tion, which rather cliara<fterife& the progrefs> 
of manners in the world, than of any parti-- 
cular portion of it. The firft evening of my* 
arrival' I fupped with fome of the moft fa^- 
IhronaWe people of the place; and almoft 
imagined myfelf in a circle of eiiglii^ ladies, 
fb much drd they refemble tKem in ttiant^rsy 
dreii, and even in beauty ; for the faireflf 
of my country wonien would not have bfeen- 
forry to rank with the Grand Bailiff's lady.- 
There were feveral pretty girls prefent, but' 
fhe: outflione them all ; and what intereftfe^ 
ihc ftili more, I could not avoid oblervirig' 
that in acquiring the eafy pelitenef* 
which dilHnguifhes people. of quality, fli«* 
bad preferved hernorwegian firaplicity^ There* 
Was, in fa£t, a graceful timidity in h e r ad^ 
drefs, inexpreffibly charming. This fuiprifed 
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rae a little^ bccaule her hiifl>and was quite a 
frentehman of the ancien regime^ or rather 
^ courder, the fame kind of animal in every 
country. 

Here I faw the cloven foot of defpotifnu 
I boafted, to you, that they had no viceroy 
in Norway; but thefe grand bailiffs, parti- 
,cularly the fuperior one, who refides at Chxit- 
tiania, are political monfters of the iame 
fpecies. Needy fycophants are provided for 
by their relations and connexions at Copen- 
hagen^ as^ at other courts. And though the 
aorwegians are not in the abjed: ftatc of the 
iriih, ^yet this fecond-band government is ftiU 
fdlt by their being deprived of feveral natu- 
ral advantages to benefit the domineering 
ibte. 

The grand bailiffs are moflly noblemen 
from Copenhagen, who adl as men of com- 
laoii nuQids will always a£i in fuch iituations 

• -aping a degree of courtly parade whi 

claflies with the independent charadier of a 
magiftrate. Belides^ they have a degree of 
j>ower over tibbe country judges, whkh fosaye 
of them wbo exercife a juri£^£tiqn truly 
papriax:chal| mod painfully feel^ I can fisarcely 
iay why, my friend| but m thb city, 

thouo;ht- 
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fhdiightfulnds' feemed to be fliding into, me** 
lancholy, pr rather dullnefe. — ^The fire of 
fancy, which had been kept alive in the coun-*- 
try, was almoft extinguiflied by refleftion^ 
♦on the ills that hatafs fuch a large portion 
of mankind. — I felt like a bird fluttering ofi 
the ground unable to mount ; yet unwilling t6 
crawl tranquilly like a reptile, whilft ftill con- 
fdous it had wings. 

I walked out, for the open aif is always^ 
my remedy when an aching-head proceeds 
from an opprefled heart. Chanccf direfted 
my fteps towards the fortrefs, and the figta: 
of the flaves, working with chains on theii: 
legs, only ferved to eiribitter me ftill mote 
againft the regulations of fociety, \vhieh 
treated knaves in fuch a different manneJ^, 
cfpecially as there was a degree of energy in 
fome of their countenances which unaY6idabIjr 
excited my attention, and almoft created fe^ 
fpea. 

I wiflied to have feen, through att Iron 
grate, the face of a man who has been con- 
fined fix years, for having ihdu(i«d the far- 
mers to revolt agaiilft foiile impofif ions of 
the government. I could not obtain a clear, 
account of the affair } yet^ as the compladoi^ 

wai 



vrks" igaiofi; fdnf e fkrfners of talttei t am k^ 
diaed to believe^ that it Was not totally witb* 
put fouiidatiOn. He muft have pc^Med 
fcNhe doquencd^ or hapire l»td truth- on his^ 
fide; fbr di6 fafmer* rofe hf hundreds to 
fupport him, and were very maoh exaf|ie«~ 
zftted at his imprifonment ; which will pro- 
bably kft for Kfe^ though he has fent federal' 
very fpirhed remoaflrances ta the upper cotmv 
Which makes the judges fo averfe to giving a^ 
fentence which may be caTilkd alv that they 
Udce advantage of tha glorious uncertainty 6§ 
the law, to protra^ a decifion which is onlyr 
to be regulated by r^fons oi tiiBltei 

The greater number of the ilaves, I law 
feere, were not confined for life. Their hN 
bbur is aot hard; and they wodc in the opeii 
air^ which prevefits thdr confHtutioris horn 
filfFeiing by itiiprifonitient. Still as they are 
dilowed to affociate together, and boaft of 
their dexterity, not only to each other but 
to the foldiers^ ardundthem, in the gamfon, 
they commonly, it is natural to conclude, go 
out -mprer confirmed, a^ mofer expeit kmrve^ 
than whan they entered. 

It is not sieceflGiry to trace the origin ^ 
the affo«wftioa of ideas, which led me to 

M think 
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titdtik that die ftais and gold ktyt^ which 
furrounded me the evening before, difgraced 
the wearers, as much as the fetters I was 
^dewing— perhaps more. . I even began to 
inveftigate the reafon which led me to fu& 
pe£t that the former produced the latter* 

The norwegians are extravs^ntly fond of 
courtly diflindion, and of titles, though 
they have no immunities annexed to them, 
and are eafily purchafed* The proprietors of 
mines have many privileges : they are almoft 
exempt from taxes, and thepeafantry bom on 
their eflates, as well as thofe on the count's^ 
are not bom foldiets or failors. 

One diftindion, or . rather trophy of no- 
bi£ty, which might have occurred to the 
Hottentots, amufed me ; it was , a bimch 
of hog's bnilles placed on the horfes' heads $ 
furmounting that part of the haraefs t(X 
which a roimd piece of brafs often dangles^ 
£ttiguing the eye with its idle motion* 

From the fortrefs I returned to my led|^ng^ 
and quickly was taken out, of town to be 
ihewn a pretty villa, and, englifh garden* 
To a norwegian both might have been obje^ 
qf curiofity, and of ufe, by eliciting to the 
comparifon which leads to improvementi 

But 
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Sut wliilft i gazed, I was employed in reftor- 
ing the place to natore, or tafte, by giving 
it the charader of the furrounding fcene. 
Serpientine walks, atid flowering ihhibs, l6ok« 
cd trifling in a grand recefs of the rocks^ 
fliaded by towering pines. Groves of lefier 
trees might have been fheltered under them^ 
which would have iBslted into the landfcape^ 
difplaying only the art which ought to point , 
out the vicinity of a human abode^ fumifhed 
w:ith fome elegance. But few people have 
fuflGtfdent tafte to difcem, that the art of enw 
bellifhing, confifts in interefting, not in afto- 
nifliing* 

Chriftiania is certainly very pleafantly fitu**' 
ated ; and the environs I pafled through, during 
this ride, alForded many fine, and cultivated 
profpeds ; but, excepting the firft view ap- 
proaching to it, rarely prefent any combina*- 
tion of objefts fo ftrikingly new, or pi^- 
refque, as to command remembrance. 

Adieu! ^ 
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CHKijS^TiANiA is a cleaot neat city i but it 
)i98 none of the graces o£ architedure, Tdiich 
<Hxgfat to keep pace with the ipefining man^ 
ner& of a peo[fle*>— or tibc outfide of the honfiT 
will ^gilace thr ihfide ; gloving the beholdei^ 
an idea^o£6y)eigrbwn. wealth devoid of taftcir 
Lar^: fquare wooden honfes offend the eye^ 
dtfplapi^ more than gothic barbarifiiu Huge 
gothic piks, indeed, exhibit a charadreriftic 
iuUiimitT;; aaid a!:.wildnef& of fimcy peculiar to 
the period when they were erected ; but fizc^ 
^IjUhout gi^amdi&ui: or dle^EUice, has an emphati- 
cal ftamp of meannefsi of poverty of concep? 
tip9» whi^b only a conunarci^ %|irit could 
give. 

Hie fame thought ha^ ftmck me, when I 
have entered the meeting-houfe of. my re- 
fpeded friend^ Dn Price. I am furprifed 
that the difTenters, who have not laid afide 
all the pomps and vanities of life, fhould ima-* 
gine a noble pillar, or arch, unhallowed. 
Whilft men have fenfes, whatever fooths 
them lends wings to devotion ; elfe why da 
the beauties of nature^ where all that ch arm^ 
^ them 
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&aai are <p»ad «t)tt6d with a lanfli hm d^ 
force eveii the fo iT O^?roig?hcart to acknow* 
ledge, t^texsttence is a Ueflin^iand thii 
ackaowlec^ettieiitis the moft iiiblime hdma^ 
wt can p«y to the Ddtyw . 

The 'argument of amrenniitt obi abfufok 
Who would labour jfor ^^^nMbydk^iri^m 
iprocure nothing hctt tsonvenienciBa ?'!&f' vn 
miihr tx> nsndar ihaEnkhad moral fiaofh^prand^ 
ple^ "vn nrnft, I am pesfinded^i^Yexxgretor 
Icope to the eig omenta of the Senfisi; h^ 
Uindhog tafte widi diem^ /This lia6rfix»- 
fpiemiy odbun?^ to me finoe I itavfe ibefo i& 
the north, and obferved that thwe ^uiguiiiip 
cinaadeis ahvays teke refuge in drunkehnefs 
afi^ the fbne of yovith is ^xnt; 

But I have £dwn 6com Norway^ to g» 
liack to the wooden houfes. Farihs con^ 
^kudedwith logs, and even fittfe village3» 
liere erefisd in the fame fimple manna, 
Kaye appeared to me. very pi&isrdque* In 
the more remote parts I had been pardcuh 
:birly pleafed with many cettage fituated 
*clofe to a brook, or bordering on a lake, 
swith the whcde farm cont^ona. As the 
4^ily inereafes, a little more land is culti^ 
<vated : tliunhe country is obviouily enriched by 
* . M 3 popu- 



{ ?«<? ) 

po|nulal&bn.i Conberiy die faitiiers might moFO 
joiMr/have. been temidd w6od-cutters* But 
tkfw.tbey;fy^^ nee^ffar^to i£ar€ the' woods 
a;:iittle^ imdrthis dteange i?ri;ll be lunnrerfally 
beneficial; for whilft they lived entirely by 
ftUing tjie tsrces tkey ) felled, they did hot 
pay foffitiebt^ kllfeenlion Ito huflaandcy ;. coiifb- 
i^endy^ <adTanced very ildwly in agricultur4 
lonyvrledgfiii INeoeflltyi: wilir in. future more 
uid mQn/ijpv^.iStasmi pn ; ; fo^' the groi^nd^ 
rfeained d wbod^ m&ii : be : cultiYidbed^ .or the 
•fkrtniofes iii^yaiim: tiheiretis ad waiti% f6f 
(food/ tHl >ah6ther^ genecsatiDa. lof pines bti 
grown to maturity.' •. ^ 

The people of propierty are yferf cax^ 
ful of their timber ; and, rambling throng 
0L foreft near Tonfberg, belonging, to the 
<ount, I have ftopt to admire the iappeacance 
of fome of the cottages^ inhabited by a wood- 
jnan's family-^^ — a man employed to cut 
down the wood necei&ry for the houihold 
-and the :eftate« A little lawn was cleared, 
on which feareral lofty trees ' were left 
which nature had grouped, whilft the eur 
circling firs iported with wild grace. The 
dwdliiig was iheltered by the foreft, noble 
pines fpreading their branches over the roof j 

\ ' ; • • mi 
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axid before the :doof a*t:6w^ goat, na^ and 
children, feoxied equalty content with tbduF 
lot ; and if contentment be all we ca£t at« ' 
tain, it is, perhaps, bed fecjured^ by igoo* ' 
ranee*'' 

A& I have been mod ' delighted with the 
country parts of Norway, I was foiry tp ' 
leave Chriftiania, without going furtherr to the 
north, though the advancing feaipn admo-» ; 
ni£hed me tO: depart, as well as the calk oC 
bufinefs and a0edkKiv / j 

""' June and Jtriy are the hionths to make !^ 
tolir through Notway ; for then the evenings 
andaMghts are the^fineft I have evet feenj 
but towards the njiddle, or latter end of 
Aiigiift, the clouds begin to gather, and fum-* 
mer difappears almoii before it has ripeoied 
the fruit of autumn---even, as it were, flips 
from your embraces^ * whilft the fatisfied 
fenfes feem to reft in enjoyment, ^ 

You will aik, perimps, why I wiflied to 
go further northward. Why ? not only be- 
caufe the country, from all I can gathier, is 
moft romantic, abounding in forefts and 
lake$, and the air pure, but I have heard 
much of the intelligence of the inhabitantS| 
j&jbftantial farmers, who have none of that 
M4 cunning 
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euimji^ 40 coabuaiifiate their iimfdickf* 
which dk|>Ieai€d me fo ^wch ia die condoft 
of t)ie pci^le on the ien <!oaft. A nufi, vho 
has heeji deteAed in A]:i]r4iflu>|ie^ a&^.caa 
no longer live among them. He is uiib«r« 
tally ihunnedi md (hama beccmies the fe^ 
vereft puniAment* Such a contempt luaro 
^y^ in Ikft, for every ipeci^ o£ &mAy diM 
they-wiH not aQow the peqphfc on the w^cficffn 
eeaft to b^ their eotmtrym^ ; fo muchr do 
they defpife the arts for which thoie triidera 
who live on the foeks are notpnous* 

The defeription i received of d^tm carried 
tpe hack to the fables of the golde n age ; u* 
d fepeodeflce and virtue; affluence withoo t 
^e: CHltivation of mind, without de»ra« 
yUpf qf heart j wkh ^ ever fmiiing liberty ^^^ 
t he nymph c£ the mountain^^^I want faith t 
My^tmagiiiation hnnries me iPorwaid to duk 
an afylum in fuch n retreat from «11 the di£i 
ikppeintments I am threatened with; but 
feafon drags me back, whifpcring that th^ 
world 16 l^iil the woorld, and tnan the fiima 
i^wnpound of we$}2:nefs and folly, who muft 
bccafionally excite love and difguft, admira-. 
tion and contempts But this defcription, 
though it fcems to have been Sketched by a 

^r ' fairy 
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filry pencil, was given me by atnantjf ^tm^ 
underftanding, whofe fancy Seldom appears 
Iq run away with him, 

A law in Norway, termed the odels rights 
has lately been modified, and probably will 
be abolifhed as an impediment to commerce, 
llie heir of an eftate had the power of re- 
purchaiing it at the original purchafe money, 
making allowance for fuch improvements as 
were abfolutely neceffary, during the Ipace 
of twenty years. At prefcnt ten is the term 
allowed for after thought; and when the 
regulation was made, all the men of abilities 
were invited to give their opinion whether 
it were better to abrogate or modify it. It 
is certainly a convenient and fafe way of 
mortgaging land ; yet the moft rational men, 
whom I converfed with on the fubjed, feemed 
convinced that the right was more injurious 
than beneficial to fociety ; ftill if it contri*- 
bute to keep the farms in the fanners own 
hands, I fhould be forry to hear that it were 
abolifhed. 

The ariilocracy in Norway, if we keep 
clear of Chrifliinia, is far from being formi- 
dable; and it will require a long time to 
enable the mercjiants to attain a fufiicient 

tnonied 
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monied iotereft to induce them to reinforce 
the upper clafs, at the expence oS the yeo- 
manry, with whom they are ufually con- 
neded. 

England and America owe their liberty 
to commerce, which created a new ipecie^ 
^f power to.undernuAe the feudal fyftenv 
But let them beware of the confcquence j 
the tyranny of wealth is ftiH more galling and 
iJebaliijg thim that of rank, 

fajrewcl ! J myft prepare for my depar-i 
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LETTER XV. 

XlBFT Chriftiaaiia yefterday. The weatKer 
vras npt very fine j' and having been a little 
^ekyed on the ro»d, I found that it was too 
late to go round, a couple of miligs, to fe? th^ 
cafba4^ near Fredericftadt, which I had de- 
termined to vifit. Befides, as Fredericftadt is 
fL fortrefsj it ivafs ni^eflary to arrive tberi? be- 
Ibre.they Ihut the gate, 

., The road alpng the river is very romantic^ 
tH^ugh the ..views are npt grand j and th« 
ftches of Norw^y^it^. timber, flqats filentljr 
down the ftream, often impeded in it^ 
CQW({j^ Ijy iP^d?: ^nd little catara<3:s, the 
pSpriijg, a9 it were, of thp great one I had 
frequently heard defcribed. 

I found an excjcUent inn at Fredericftadt, 
jmd Jwas gratified by the kind attention of the 
hoftefs, who, p^r9eiving that my cloti^es wer^ 
wet, tpok great pains to procure me, ^s a 
granger, every comfort for the ni^ht. 

It h^d rainf d very hard j and Mre pafTe^ 
the ferry in the dark, without getting out of 
pur carriage, which I think v^^rong, as tha 
Jiorfesf ^e iometim^s unruly. Fatigue and 



mclanclioly, however, had made me regard- 
lefs whether I went dowa or acrofs the 
ftream ; and I did not know that I was wet 
before the hoftefs remarked it« My ioia* 
gination has never yet fevered me from ttf 
griefs — and my mind has fddom been fo free 
as to allow my body to be delicate. * 

How I am altered by difappointment !~* 
When going to Lifbon, the elafticity of my 
mind was fufficient to ^ard off wearinefs, 
and my imagination ftiH could dip her brufii 
In the rainbow of fancy, and &etch fntu* 
rity in glowing colours^ Now— -but 1^ me 
talk of fomething elfc— *wiU you go "with me 
10 thecafcadei 

Hie crofs road to itwas nigged and dfeary % 
and though a confideraHe extent of knd 
was cultivated on all fides, yet the rocks 
severe entirely bare, which forprifed me, a« 
they were more on a level with the fnrikce 
than any I had yet feen. On inquiry, how*^ 
.evfer, 1 learnt that fomc years fmce a foreft 
had been burnt. This appearance of defol^^ 
lion was beyond meafure gloomy, infpiring 

• " When the mind'« free. 
The body's delicate." 

Vid.Kin^Lear. 
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emotions that fterility had never producecL 
Fires of thia ^ kind are occafiotied by the 
wind fuddenly riiing when the farmers are 
burning roots of trees, ftaika of beans, &c. 
with which they naanure the ground. The 
devaftfttion muft, indeed, be terrible, whea^ 
this, literally fpeaking, wild fire, runs alongf 
the foreftj flying from top to top, and 
crackling amongft the branches^ The foil^ 
» well as the trees, is fwept away by thc^* 
deftrudive torrent; and the country, de- 
fpoiled of beauty and riches, is left ta 
mourn for s^es* 

Admiring, as I do, thefe noble forefts^ 
which feem to bid defiance to time, I looked 
with pain on the ridge of rocks that ftretched 
hg beyond my eye, formerly crowned with 

the moft beautiful verdure, "^^^ 

I have often mentioned the gr^uideur, 
but I feel myfelf uneqiial to the tafk o£ 
conveying an idea of the beauty and ele- 
gance of the fbene when the fpiral tops of 
the pines are loaded with ripening feed, and. 
the fun gives a glow to their light green tinge,, 
which is^ changing into purple, one tree more* 
or lefs advanced, contrafting with another.' 
Ike profufion with which nature has decked 

them^ 
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them. With pendant honours, prevents ad 
furprife at feeing. In every crevice, fome 
fapling ftruggling for exiftence.. Vaft maffes 
of ftone are thus encircled j and roots, torn 
up by the ftorms, become a flieher for a 
young generation^ The pine and fir woods, 
left entirely to nature, difplay an eridlefs va^- 
riety ; and the paths in the . wood are not 
entangled with fallen leaves, which ate only 
iiiterefting whilft they are fluttering between 
Kfc and death. The grey cobweb-like ap-f 
pearance of the aged pines h a much finer 
image -of decay j the fibre^ whitening as they 
lofe their moifture, imprifoned life feems to 
\>e flealing away. I cannot tell why — hiit 
death, under every form, appears to me lik^ 
fometh ing getting free — to expand in I knbw 
iibt wKat element ; nay I fed that this con^- 
fcious being muft be as unfettered, have" th^ 
wings of thought, before it can be happy . - - 
Reaching the cafcade, or rather cataraft, 
the roaring of which had a long time an» 
nounced its vicinity, my foul was hurried by 
the falls into a new train of refle<aion&. The 
impetuous dafhing of the rebounding torrent 
from the dark cavities which mocked the 
exploring eye^ produced an equal adivity in 

my 



( «w ) 

tty mind : ray thoughts dart ed from earth 
to heaten, and 1 alked mylelif why I was 
chained to life and its mifery ? Still the tu- 
multuous emotions t his fublime objeO: ex - 
dted, were pleafurable j and, viewing it, my 
foul rofe, with renewed dignity, above its 
cares — grafping at immortality — it feemed as 
impoflible to ftop the current of my thoughts, 
as of the always varying, dill the fame, tor& 
rent before me — ^I ftretched out my hand to 
et ernity, bounding over the dark fpeck of 
life to come. 

We turned with regret from the cafcade. 
On a little hill, which commands the beft: 
tiew of it, feveral obelifks are erefted to 
commemorate the vifits of different kings. 
The appearance of the river above and below 
the falls is very pidurefque, the ruggednefi 
of the fcenery diiappearing as the torrent fub- 
fides into a peaceful ftream. But I did not 
like to fee a number of faw-mills crowded 
together clofe to the catars^ils j they deftroyed 
tihe harmony of the profpeft- 

The fight of a bridge ereded acrpfs a deep 
valley, at a little diftance, infpired very dif- 
fimilar fenfations. It was mod ingenioufly 
ibpported by i»aft4ike trunks, juft ftript pf 

their 
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f diieir braiclles ; Mid logi^ placed oae xto&ih^ 

J other, produced *an appearance equally lighl 

i aod firm^ feeming aItxK>ft to be built in tlie 

air when we were below it i the height tdiang^ 

^ I fcom the magnitude of the fupporting tte^ 

^ve them a flender, graceful look. 

Tl^ere are two noble eftates in tEi^ nei|^ 

* bourhood, the proprietors of whi(^ feeiifi to 

have caught more than their portion of the 

eoterprifing fpirit that is gone abroad. Many 

i ' agricultural experiments have been made^ 

and the country appears better enclofed and 

, cultivated i yet tht cottages had not the com- 

fortible afped: of tbofe I had obferved 

i neait Mofs, and to the weftward. Man it 

alwajrg debafed by itrvitude^ of any ddcrip- 

ttoa ;. and^here the peaiaatry are not entirely 

free. 

Adieu ! 

i I almoft forgot to tell you, that I did oof 
leave Norway without making feme inquirie* 
after the monfters faid to have been feen in 
the northern fca; but though I coiwerfed 
With feveral captains, I could not meet with 

; one who had ever heard any tradition^ 

defcrip-» 
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defcription of them, much lefs had any ocu- 
lar demonftration of their exiftence. Till the 
fadt be better afcertained, I Ihould think the 
account of them ought to be torn out of our 
Geographical Grammars* 
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JLETTER XVI, 

I SET out from Fredericftadt about thrctf 
o'clock in the afternoon, and exped:ed to* 
yeach Stromftad before the night cloftd in j 
but the wind dying away, the wfeather be- 
came fo calm, that we fcarcely made any- 
perceptible advances towards the oppofite 
eoaft, though the men were fatigued with, 
rowing. 

Getting amongft the rocka and iffands as? 
the moon rofe, and the ftars darted forward 
out cf the clear expanfe, I forgot that the 
night ftole on, whilft indulging affectionate 
reve rieSy the poetical fiflions of fenfibility ; 
I- was nC€, therefore, aware of the length of 
time we had been toiling to reach Stromftad* 
And when I began to look around, I did not 
perceive any thing to indicate that we were 
ii> its neighbourhood. So far from it,^ that 
when I inquired of the pilot, who fpoke a 
little englilh, I found that he was only ac- 
cuftopujd to GO|ft along the norwegian fhore ; 
and had been, only once, acrols to Strom* 
ftad. But he had brought with him a fellow 

better 
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bertef afequairited, he aflured me, with the 
rocks by which they were to fteer our courfe ; 
for we had not a compafs on board ; yet, as 
he was half a fool^, I had little confildence in 
his IkilL There was th6n great reafon to fear 
that we had loft our Way, and were ftray- 
ing amidft a labyrinth of rocks, without a 
cllife. 

This Was fomething like an adventure ; 
but not of the moft agreeable caft j. befides, I 
was impatient to arrive at Stromftad, to be 
able to lend forward, that night, a boy to 
order horfes on the road to be ready ; for 
I was unwilling to remain there a day, with- 
out having any thing to detain me from my 
little girl ; and from the letters which 1 was 
impatient to get from you, 

I l?egan to expoftulate, and even to fcold 
the pilot, for not having informed mfe of his 
igiioratice, previous to my departure. This. 
toade him row with more force; and we 
turned round one rock only to fee another, 
equally deftitute of the tokens we were in 
fearch of to tell us ^r^ere we were. Enter- 
ing alfo into creek after creek, which promif- 
ed to be the entrance of the bay we were 

ISl 2 feeking ; 
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feeking, we advanced merely to find our- 
felves running aground. 

The folitarinefs of the fcene, as we glided 
under the dark ftiadows of the rocks, pleafed 
me for a while ; but the fear of pafling the 
whole night thus wandering to and fro, . and 
lofmg the next day, roufed me, I begged 
the pilot to return to one of the largeft 
Iflands, at the fide of vv-hich we had feen a 
boat moored. As we drew nearer, a light, 
through a window on the fummit, became 
our beacon ; but we were farther off than I 
fuppofed. 

With fome difficulty the pilot got on fliore, 
not diftinguiihing the landing place ; and I 
remained in the boat, knowing that all the 
relief we could cxped, was a man to direct 
us. After waiting fome time, for there is 
an infenfibility in the very movements of 
thefe people *, that would weary more than 
ordinary patience, he brought with, him a 
man, who, affifting them to row, we landed 
at Stromflad a little after one in the morn« 
^^ng. 

It v^as too late to fend off a boy ; but I did 

* It Is very poffible that he ilaid to finoke ^ pipe> though 
I was waiting in tha cold. 

not 
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not go to bed before I had made the arrange- 
ments neceflary to enable me to fet out as 
early as poffible. 

The fun rofe with fplendor. My mind 
was too aftive to allow me to loiter long in 
bed, though the horfes did not arrive till 
between fey en and eight. However, as I 
wifhed to let the boy^ who went forward to 
order the horfes, get confiderably the ftart 
of me, I bridled-in my impatience. 

This precaution was unavailing, for after 
the three firft pofts, I had to wait two hours^ 
whilft the people at the poft-houfe went, fair 
and foftly, to the farm, to bid them bring up 
the horfes, which were carrying in the firft- 
fruits ,of the harveft. I difcovered here that 
thefe fluggifh peafants had their Ihare of cun- 
ning. Though they had made me pay for a 
horfe, the boy had gone on foot, and only 
arrived half an hour before me. This dif- 
concerted the whole arrangement of the dgy ; 
and being detained again three hours, I reluci- 
tantly determined tq fleep at Quiftram, two 
pofts ihort of Uddervalla, where I had 
hoped to have arrived th^t night, 
' But, when I reached Quiftram, I found I 
could not approach the door of the inn, for 

N 3 men, 
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men, liories^ an4 carts, cows, fnd pigs hud-^ 
died together. From, the .concourfe of people, 
I had met on the road, I cpnjeaured that 
there was a fair in the ndghbourjiood, this 
crowd convinced me tl^at it was but too true. 
The boilierous merriment that almoft every 
inftant produced a quarrel pr made me dread 
one, with the clouds of tobacco, and fume^- 
of brandy, gave an infernal appearance to the 
fcene. There was every thing tq drive mej 
back, nothing to excite fympathy in a rudei 
tyimult of the fenfes, which I forefaw would 
end in a grofs debauch. What was to be- 
done? No bed was to be had, or even a quiet 
corner to retire to for a momenta—all was 
Joft in noife, riot, and confufion. 
. Aftei; fome debating they promifed me 
horfes, which were to go on to Uddervalla, 
two ftages. I requefted fomcthing to eat 
firft, not having dined ; and the hoilefs, whom 
i have mentioned to you before, as knowing 
, how to take care of herfelf, brought me a plate 
of fifh, for which fhe charged a rix dollar 
and a hal£ This was making hay whilft the 
fun fhone. I was glad to get out of the up- . 
roar, though not difpofed to travel in an in- 
commodious open carriage all night, had I 

thought 
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bought that there wai aay ehaaa "of gcffr. 
ting horfes. 

Quitting Quiftram, I mk a mmtbcr of 
joyous groups, and thougb the evetilng waifr» 
frefh, many were ftretcfaied on the grafs liter' 
weary cattle ; a^d drunl^B tnen had fallen 
hy the road fide^ On a rock, undir tS^ 
(hade of lofty trees, a laorge party of iheti 
and women had lighted a fire, cusiiiig down 
fuel around to keep it alive ill night.. They- 
were drmfcing, fmoMng, attd laMghiffg, wkh 
alt their might and rtksm, 1 {t\% for i^tvtti^ 
w^ole tera b^aaches ftircwddf ttore groiofiKl.^'^f^ 
Hxpkfe Ayraphs 1 thy h»«Qses 1 £iair ^tere pot^ 
listed; by m^ny an mibalkw^ flaisiafe; th^r- 
^fual bufrfi: of tbe momentl 

The horfffg weia« on ttxf weft;- hat wli«6h 
>v(»e dorew near tike pe£yu>t&ft&, th^ poftlKo» 
ftapt flic^ aud neitb^r thrdstt^s, noF pso^i^s, 
€04ild prevs^ 0x% him fo ^ fm-^il^^d. H^ 
even begaa. t0 hpwt ai^d wtsep, whefA { infift- 
eA on- his keeping his w<p!Pdr Nothing, indeed, 
cam eqmai' the ftupid obftinacy of fon^e of thefe 
half alive beings, who ikem tp H^vebeen made 
by Prometheus j when die fii?e be' ftole from 
Jie^ven wagfo exhauft^d, thaJt h^^ could' only 

N 4 fp^r-e 
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fpare a fptrk to give life, not inimation,, to 
the inert clay. 

It was fome time before we could roufe 
any body; and, as I cxpeded, horfes we 
were told could not be had in lefs than four 
Or five hours. . I again attempted to bribe the 
churliih brute, who brought us there ; but I 
diicovered, that in fpite of the courteous 
hoftefs's promife, he had received orders not 
to go any feirther. 

As there was no remedy I entered, and 
waj almoil driven back by the ftench — a 
fofter pbrafe would not have conveyed an 
idea of the hot vapour that iflued from an 
apartment, in which fome eight or ten people 
were fleeping, not to reckon the cats and 
dogs ftretched on the floor. Two or three 
of the men or women were lying on the 
benches, others on old chefts ; and one figure 
ftarted half out of a trunk tp look at me, 
whom I might have taken for a ghoft, had 
the ckemife been white, to contrail with the 
fallow vifage, But the cojiume of apparitions 
not being preferved I paffed, nothing dread-^ 
i^Zy excepting the effluvia, warily amongfl 
the ^ots, pao$, milk-pails, and waJSiing-tubs* 

After 
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After (caling a ruinous fialrcafe, I was (hewn 
a bed-chamber. The bed ^id not invite me 
to enter ; opening, therefore, the window, 
and taking fome clean towels out of my 
night-fack, I fpread them over the coverlid, 
on which tired nature fpund repofe, in fpitc 
of the previous difguft. 

With the grey of the mom the birds 
awoke me ; and defcending to enquire for the 
horfes, I haftened through the apartment, I 
have already defcribed, not wifliing to aflb- 
ciate the idea of a pigftye with that of a 
human dwelling. 

1 do not now wonder that the girls lofc 
their fine complexions at fuch an early age, 
or that love here is piercly an appetite, to 
ftilfil the main defign of nature, never enli*. 
rened by eitjier afFediop or fentiment 

For a few pofts we found the horfes wait- 
ing ; but afterwards I was retarded, as before, 
by the peafants, who, taking advantage of 
my ignorance of the language, made ine pay. 
for the fourth horfe, that ought to have gone 
ibrward to have the others in readinefs, though 
it had never been fent I was particularly im- 
patient at the laft poll, as I longed to aflfurc 
atvyfelf that my child was well; 

My 
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My impatience, bqwever, did not prevent. 
«y enjoying the journey. I had fix weeks 
before paffed over the fame ground, ftiU it 
jbad fufficient novelty to attraiji my attention^ 
and beguile, if not banifh, the fprrow that 
^lad taken up its abode in my heart How 
interefting are the varied beauties; of nature ; 
^nd what peculiar charms cTTaraSenze each 

' — -- ' — ; III ■ I i n Mil l { I . tr 

fealbn ! The purple hue which the heath now 
aflumed, gavjC it a degree of. richnds, that air 
moft exceeded the luf^re of the young green of 
^ring-r^nd |iarnionized exq.uifitely with the 
rays of the ripening corn. The weather wag 
uninterruptedly fine, ^r^ t\^ people bufy 
^n the fields cutting down the corn, or bind^ 
iag up the (heaves, ,<?pntinuaily varied the 
profpe^. The rp(:ks, it i^ true,, were un?. 
ulually rugged and-, dreary, yet as the road; 
tuna for a conflderafete way l?y the fide ©£ a 
fine river, with ?ext«nded, paftures on the? 
Qther fide, the image of fl»rility wiiar npt tfess 
predoininant pbj^iSfc, though the cpttageft 
looked ftill more mifcrafclp,. g&er having feea. 
tjle norwegijan fwrms. The treefr, likewifci^ 
appearied of the grpwth of yefterdayi .(com- 
pared with thoftoi Neg^^ oi^ the fbceft I have 
frequently mentipned^. . I^ht W49xnen an^i 

childrex) 



( 1^7 ) 

jtSxildrea were cutting ofF t)ranchea ftom \i\9 
beech, birch, oak, &c, ^pd leaving theni to 
jdryr— Thi5 w^y of .helping put their fodder, 
injure? the -tyees. Biut the Y?^iatprs are fq 
long, that the pooy cannot afford to hj vx ^ 
fufBcient &ioc\ qf hay* By fuph ipeans tbey 
jufl: keep life in the poor cows, for little milk 
can be expefted when they arc fo miferably 
fed/ " 

It was faturday, and the evening was un- 
commonly ferene. In the villages I everywhere 
faw preparations for funday ; and I pafled by a 
little car loaded with rye, that prefented, for 
the pencil and heajft, the fweeteft picture of 
a harvpft home I had ever beheld. A little 
girl was mounted a ftraddle on a Ihaggy 
horfe, brandifhing a ftick over its head ; the 
father was walking at the fide of the car 
with a child in his arms, who muft have 
come to meet him with tottering fteps, the 
little creature was ftretchipg out its arms to 
cling round his neck j and a boy^ juft abovQ 
petticoats, y/as labouring hard, with a fork, 
|)ehind, to keep the fheaves from falling. 

My eyes followed them to the cottage, 
?ind an involuntary figh whifpered to my 
heart, that I envied the mother, much as I 

dillike 
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dlflikc cooking, who was preparing their 
pottage. I was returning to my babe, who 
may never experience a father's care or ten- 
dernefs. The bofom that nurtured her,^ 
lieaved with a pang at the thought which 
only an unhappy? mother could feel. 

Adieu I 
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LETTER XVIK 

I WAS unwilling to leave Gothenburg^ 
without vifiting Trolhsettse. I wifhed no^ 
only to fee the cafcade, but to obferve tha 
progrefs of the ftupendous attempt to form :& 
canal through the rock&, to the extent of an 
englifh mile and a half 

This work is carried on by a company 
who employ daily nine hundred men ; 
five years was the tiine mentioned in th^ 
propofals, addrefled to the public, as neceflary 
for the completion. A much more confi- 
derable fum than the plan requires has been 
fubfcribed, for which there is every reafon to 
fuppofe the promoters will receive ample in- 
tereft. 

The Danes furvey the progrefs of this 
work with a jealous eye, as it is principally 
undertaken to get clear of the Sound duty. 

Arrived at Trolhsettse, I muft own that the 
firft view of the cafcade difappointed me : 
and the fight of the works, as they advanced, 
though a grand proof of human induftry, 
was not calculated to warm the fancy. I, 
however, wandered about j and at laft coming 

to 
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td tlie conflux of the various caiarads^ 
rufhing from different falls, ftruggling with 
the huge m^lTes of rock, and rebounding from 
the profound cavities, I imiiiediately tetradtedj 
acknowledging that it was indeed a grand ob^ 
je£t. A little ifland ftood in the midft, covered 
with fifs, which, by dividing the tdri'ent^ 
rendered it more pidurefque ; one half ap- 
pearing to iflue from a dark caverh, that 
fancy might eafily imagine a Vaft fountain^ 
throwing Up its waters from the very centre 
of the earth. 

I gazed I know not how lotig^ ftuiiiied 
with the noife ; and growing giddy with 
only looking at the never-ceafing tumultuous 
motion, I liftened, fcarcely confcious where 
I was, when I obfefved a boy, half obfcured 
by the fparkling foam, fifhing under the iiil* 
pending rock on the other fide. How he had 
defcended I could not perceive ; nothing like 
human footfteps appeared}' and the horrific 
traggs feemed to bid defiance even to the 
goat^s activity* It looked like an abode • 
only fit for the eagle, though in its crevices 
fome pines darted up their fpiral heads ; but 
they only grew near the cafcade ; every 
wjtcx^ elfe ftetility itfelf reigned with drearf 
3 grandeur; 
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grandeur; for the huge' grey mdTy rocks 
which probably had been torri afunder by 
feme dreadful convulfion of nature, had not 
tven their firft covering of a little cleaving 
mofs. There wer-e fo many appearances to 
excite the idea of chaos, that, inftead of ad- 
toiring the canal and the works, great as /hey 
are termed, and little as they appear, I could * 
not help regretting that fuch a noble fcene 
had not been left in all its folitary fublimity. 
Amidft the awful roaring of the impetuous 
torrents, the noife of human inftruments, and 
the buftle of workmen, even the blowing up 
of the rocks, when grand maltes trembled in 
the darkened air — only refembled the infigni- 
ficant fport of children. 

One fall of water, partly made by art, 
when they were attempting ^ to conftruft 
flutces, had an uncommonly grand efFedj 
the water precipitated itfelf with immenfe 
velocity down a. perpendicular, at leaft fifty or 
fixty yards, into a gttlph, ^o concealed by the 
foam as to give full play to the fancy : there 
was a continual uproar : I ftood on a rock 
ta oWerve it, a kind of bridge formed by 
4aature, nearly oft a ^ level with the com*- 
W6naen3kent of the falL After mufing hy it a 

long 
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long time> I turned towards the othef fide, 
and faw a gentle ftream ftray calmly out. 
I fliould have concluded that it had no com- 
munication with the torrent, had I not feen a 
huge log, that fell headlong down the cat- 
cade, fteal peacefully into the purling ftream. 

I, retired from thefe wild fcenes with regret 
to a miferable inn, and next morning returned 
to Gothenburg, to prepare for my journey to 
Copenhagen. . 

I was forry to leave Gothenburg, without 
travelling further into Sweden ; yet I ima- 
gine I fliould only have feen a romantic 
country thinly inhabited, and thefe inha- 
bitants ftruggling with poverty. The nor- 
wegian peafantry, moftly independent, have 
a rough kind of franknefs in their manner; 
T>ut the fwedifli, rendered more abje£t by 
mifery, have a degree of politenefs in their 
addrefs, which, though it may fometimes 
border on infmcerity, is oftener the efFed of 
a broken fpirit, rather foftened than de- 
graded by wx:etchednefs. 

In Norway there are no notes in circula- 
tion of lefs value than a fwedifli rixdollan 
A fmall filver coin, commonly not worth 
more than a penny, and never more than 
a twopence. 
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ti^opetfce, fiarves for change : but in Sweden 
theyhavdndtes as low is fixpcnce* I never 
faW any filver jpieces thef e } And could not 
without difficulty, and giving a premium^ 
obtain the value of a rixdollar^ in a large 
copper coin, to give away on the road to the 
Jpoor who open the gates. 

As andther proof of the poverty of Swe- 
tien, I ought to nientidn that foreign mer- 
chants, who have acquired a fortune there^ 
iare ^obliged to depofit the fixth part when 
they leave the kingdom. This law, you 
may fuppofe, is frequently evaded. 

In fadl, the laws here, as well as in Nor- 
way, are fo relaxed, that they rather favour 
than reftraiil knavery. 

Whilft I was at Gothenburgh, a man who 
had been confined for breaking open his 
matter's defk, and running away with five 
or fix thoufand rijtdoUars, was only fentenced 
to forty days confinement on bread and wa- 
ter; and this flight punifhment his rela- 
tions rendered nugatory by fupplying him 
with more favoury food. 

The fwedes are in general attached to their 

families ; yet a divorce may be obtained by 

f ither party, on proving the infidelity of the 

O other, 
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tythefj or acknowledgiiig k tbemfelves. ' Th^ 
wwnefi do not efteiv rtcHr to this equal' 
privBtge j» for they cither rctaliatii en their 
hufbandsj by foUdwirig their owff devicesi or 
fiDk into the HfteJ^eft dofticftic drudges^ worn 
^(ywn by tyran»y to forvite fubmiffion. Do 
not term me fevtere, if I add, tjiat after youth 
is flo^n, tht hufbitAd beGOmes^ a fot > and the 
wife amufea h^rftlf by feelding her fervants-r 
in faifiy trhi* is to bfe expefted m any coun-^ 
try where tafte and cuhivation of fniiid do not 
fopply the place of youthful beauty and animal 
fpirits ? AfFedlion i^qmres a' ikitiet founda^^ 
tion than fympathy ^ and feW people have a 
principle of a&ion fufficiently ftabletopro-* 
duce reftitude of feeling j . for ^ in fpite of all 
the arguments I have heard to juftify devia-^ 
tfions from diity^ I am {terfiteded that evet» 
the moil fpontaneoUs fenfaSiions are m^e un-^ 
der the dire^lron of principle thafi weak poch^ 
pie are billing to allow. 

But adieu to moralis^iflg* I have been 
writing thefe laft (heets at asx inn in Elfmeur,, 
where I am waiting for horfiw ^ and as they 
are not yet ready, I wiU give you a* Ihott ac- 
count of my journey frwn Gothenburg ^ fdr 

Ifet 
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I fet on% the morning gfter I pQtx|rpcd. frpm 
- TroIhsEtta. 

Xl^exjountrjf, duripgtbe firft (^i^y? jpur- 
tiey» prefepted ^ ippft b^rr^n appeftr^ijce j as 
rpc)^y, yet not fo pidturef^ue ps Norway^ 
tec^ufe on 4 diminutiYf fcde. We ftopt to 
ileep af ^ toler^blp inn \n Falckerlherg, ^ 4er 
c?nt little town* 

. T|ie next day beQch^s an4 pafesf fcegan to 
grace the profpeds, tljiq fea( pyery npw ^i)4 
;lien appearing to give theim dignit:y. I could 
not avoid obferving alfo, that even in thi^ 
part of Sweden, one of the mpft fterilp, as I 
Vras informed, there \\^as more ground yndejr 
cujtjiv^tiqn than in Norway. Plains of varied 
<;r9ps ftretched out to ^ confideraljle extfint, 
and floped down to the fliore, no longer tjerr 
rific. And, as far as I could judge, from 
glancing my eye over the country, as \ve 
drove along, agriculture vvras in a more ad- 
vanced ftate ; though, in the habitations, a 
greater appearance of poverty ftill remained. 
The cottage^ indeed often looked moft un- 
comfortable, but never fo miferable as thofe 
I had remarked on the road to Stromftad; 
and the towns were equal, if not fuperior to 
many of the little towns in Wales, or fome I 
O 2 have 



C ^9-6 ) 

Have paffcd tttrougli in my w^ from Calaisf 
to Paf is^ 

" The innsi, as we advanced, were not to he 
complained of, unlefs I had always thought of 
England. The people wefe civil, and much 
more moderate in their demands than the 
norwegians, particularly to the weftward, 
where they boldly charge for what you nevef 
had, and feem to confider you, as tTiey do a 
wreck, if not ais lawful prey, yet as a lucky 
chance, which they ought not to negleft to 
feize. 

The profpecl of Elfineur, as we pafled the 
Sound, was pleafant. I gave three rixdollars 
for my boat, including fomething to drink. 
I mention the fum, becaufe they impofe on 
ftrangers* 

Adieu ! till I arrive at Copenhagen. 
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liETTER XVIII, . 

COPENHAGEN. 

The diftance; from Elfineur to Copenhagen 
is twenty-two miles j the road is very good, 
over a flat country diverfified with wood, 
moftly beech, and decent manfions. There 
appeared to be a great quantity of corn land ; 
and the foil looked much more fertile than it 
is in general fo near the fea. The rifing 
grounds indeed were very few ; and around 
Copenhagen it is a perfeft plain, of courfe 
has nothing to recommend it, but culti- 
vation, not decorations. If^ I fay that 
the houfes did not difguft me, I tell you 
all I remembei/ of them ; for t cannot recol- 
ledt any pleafu^able fenfations they excited ; 
or that any objeft, produced by nature or 
^, took m? out pf myfelft The view of the 
city, as we drew near, was rather grand, but 
withouj: any ftriking feature to intereft the 
imagination, ejf cepting the tre?s which fliacje 
the foot-paths. 

Juft before I reached Copenhagen, I faw 

a number of tents on a wide plain, smd fup- 

3 pofod 



pofed that the rage for encampments had 

reached this city;, but i fooB difcovered that 

they were the afylum of many of the poor 

families who had befei SfiVeh out of their 

habitations by the late fire. 

' Enterib^ Toon afte^, I pc^fed iniibfigll 

the diift and nibbtih it hid kft, aflright- 

ed by >re'^ihg th-e extent of the dfe^^- 

ftation ;• for iat leaft h quartef of the City 

had bten deftroyed. , Thei^ was -fittie ift tfee 

a]f)^earaiice--of fallen bri<^-fc's and ftacks of 

chimney* to Wkirfe thfe 4magijaatit)it into 

foothing melancholy rSK^arifes; todthiwg to 

attfadt the eye of tafte, but much to afffitt 

the benevolent heart. The depfHeda^ifonfe of 

time have'ah^vays fomethmg in them to 4OTI- 

^'pflby the fahcy, or lead to mufmg oh fub- 

' jefts which, v^ithdraWing tlife mind -frbm ob- 

'je£ts of fenfe, Teem to jg^*^e it ne*r d%nity : 

but here I was l!reading on We. iaSies. The 

fuffererswere ftill undef "fee p*eC** bf the 

"fnif^ry occafioried by this -dreadful c6tiffiii- 

"gration. I could rtot take refuge in the 

thought ; f/?ey fujj'ered^^but they are n^ tn6r^ ! 

a reflection I frequently fummon to c^lm my 

mind, when fyiripathy rifes to anguifti : I 

* therefore defired the driver to baft^n to the 

hotel recommended to me, that I might 

3 avert 
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ing which Igiad fcpt me into aU the cjQrftjera^iipf 

" die city, ki .iearch ©f .haufelefe licads^ . I't^r 
. ^f\m ancxming. JH iiave' htea wjiifciog iTpiiQci 
«he 4iO-wa, tiy i ahi -aweary iof jofefcrsriiig ithe 

/ravagf & i iiad ^^ca ^eard. the Aaoj^y ^&n 

-tiiofe iwko had ieea Paris^ahd Loodoa^Mfp^liik 
<rf <SopeabAgen with xaptureu jGectakdy rl 
]ikve&e^'4t -in a ^.ery. difadvaktageous ^og^ 

Ubnae* of (di^ beft ftreets Jiaving bccia bikut 
'and '^lie whole »pdace tiirowi^:iiitQ ooofufiofi* 

■^iMithe -wti^ioft that can, or .cauki ewaryil 
|)€&iQto^, iiave been iaid in iu praife, Jid^t.fie 

'<x2)«n|)rifed in ^a few -W*oxd& \ Tljse .ftriwets are 
'<9peD, =2«id many xrf* tftieJ houfes large ; ibiatH 

-Cawtootbing to roufe «he idea of elegance lOr 
^andeur^iif I .except the circus wbq'eAe - 

- ^ng and prince Toy al refide. - 

The palace, ^hich was ijoijfunied fiiboht 
'two years ago, muft have i)e«^n a'handfoine 
Ipacious building : the fl:(^ne*-wO]fk is iftill 

-^ftanding; an4 a great 'number/<3if ^the pocir, 
diLiring*the late fire, took refuge in its ruins, 
till *they could find 'fonje other ^bode, Beds 
were thrown on -the landing places of the 
grand ftair-cftfe, where whole jfemilies crept 
O4 fronv 
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from the cold, and every little.nook is boardcjd 
up as a retreat for fome poor creatures de- 
prived of their home. At prefent a roof may 
be fufficient to fheker them from the night 
air ; but as the feafon advances, the extent of 
the calamity will be more feverely felt, I fear, 
though the exertions on the part of govern- 
ment are very confiderable. Private charity has 
alfo, no doubt, done much to alleviate the 
: mifery which obtrudes itfelf at every turn ; ftUI 
public fpirit appears to me to be hardly alive 
.here. Had it exifted, the conflagration might 
have been fmothered in the beginning, as it 
was at laft, by tearing down fcveral houfcs 
! before the flames had reached then^* To 
this the inhabitants would not confent ; and 
the prince royal not having fufl|cient energy 
of character to know when he oiight to be ab- 
solute, calmly let them purine their own courfe, 
till the whole city fcemed to be threatened 
J with deftrudion. Adhering, with puerile 
, fcrupulofity, to the law, which he has im- 
, pofed on himfelf, ofafting exactly right, he 
did wrong by idly lamenting, whilft he 
marked the progrefs of a mifchief that one 
decided ftep would have ftopt. PJ^ was af- 
terwards 
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t€rwards obliged to refort to violent meafures j 
but then — ^who could blame him ? And, tp, 
avoid cenfure, what facrifices are not nxade bjr* 
weak minds ! 

A gentleman, who was 2^ witnefs of the 
fcene, aflured me, likewife, that if the peq- 
ple of property had taken half as much pai^s 
to extinguilh the fire,. ^ to pref^rve their vij- 
luables ^nd furnitpre, it wpuld fpon have 
been got under. But they w ho were not 
immediately in danger did not exert thenj- 
felve? fufficiently, till fear,, like . an eledrical 
^ock, roufed all^tl^ inhabitants tp a fenfe q£ 
the general ^viL Even the fire engines were 
out of order, though the burning of the pa- 
lace ought ^to have admoniihed tl^enx of the 
neceifity of keeping them in conflant r^ 
pair, P^t this l^ind pf indolence, refp^diujg 
what does not immediately concern theip, 
feems to charaderi^^e th^ dane§« A ilu^gifib 
concentration in tl^emfelves nxakes them ip 
careful to preferv? their property, that they 
'Vvill not venture op any ^nterprife to increafq. 
jt, in which there is a fliadow pf hazard. 

Ponfidering Copenhagen . as the capital of 
Penmark and Norway, I was furprifed not 
\Q lee fo much In^udrj ox ^ft? i^ i^ Chril^i- 
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anisu Indeed from every thing I have tiad an 
opportunity of obfcrving, the danes are the 
people who have made the feweft facrifices to 
the ^aces. 

'Hie men of bufinefs are dbmeftic tyrants, 
coldly immerfed ki th^r own affairs^ andfo-ig-r 
notant of the ftate of other countries, tliaf they 
dogmatically aflert that Denmark is the hap* 
picft country in the world ; the prince royal 
the heft of all poffibie -princes j and count 
Bernftofff the wifeft of minifters. . 

As for the women, they are fimply 

notable houfewives 7 without accowtpUfliv 

ments, or any of the charms^ -that' adorn 

more advanced focidi life. 'This total igner 

ranee may enable them to fave fomething -in 

their kitchens V but it is far from rendering 

l!hem better parents. On the contrary, 'the 

children * are fpoik ; as they tffuafUy are^ 

'when left to the care of wcaik, indulgent 

' toothers, who havfaig no priticipfle of tttStion 

^o regulate their feeKngs, become the flave^ 

X)f infants, enfeebling both body and mind by 

falfe tendemefs. 

I am perhaps a little prejudiced, as I write 

;from the impreflion of the moment ; for I 

Tiave been tormented to-day by the prefcnce 

of 
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t)f unruly children, and made angry by foinp 
invedives thrown out againft the maternAl 
xharader of the unfertuxiate Matilda. Shie 
ivas cenfured, with the moft cruel inflnuatioli, 
for her management of her fou; though, 
from \yhat I could gather^ (he gave proofs 
of good fenfe, as well afe tendemefs in fedr 
-ittetttion t^o Jiirn, She ufed to bathe hifii 
•herfelf every morning ; itififted ^n his being 
,ioofeiy dad; awd wouiM not permit his al- 
tehdants to injure hk digeftion, by humour- 
ing hiis appetite. She was equally careful to 
•|)revent his acquiriiag haughty airs, and play- 
ing the tyrwat in leadinrg-ftrings. The quecti 
lio wager woiaJd «kOt permit ber to fuckle him; 
battfee fteW dhJd i>eing a d^tu^ter, and il<^t 
the hek apparent of the ci?own, Ids oppc- 
£tion wasmaiie t)b her difcbarging the duty of 
a mother, 

f*oor Matiida! liiou haft haunted me ever 
Jmce my arrhrd j and the view I have had 
'df the manniers of the country, exciting my 
fympathy, has increafed my refpcdt for thy 
memory ! 

I am now fully convinced that fhc was the 
vidfcim of the party fhe difplaced, who 'would 
have overlooked, or encouraged^ her attach* 

ment, 



( 204 ) 

xaetity had her lover not, aiming at being 
;ufeful, attempted to overturn fome efta- 
blilhed abufes before the people, ripe for the 
change, had fufficient fpirit to fupport him 
^when ftruggling in their behalf. Such in- 
deed was the afperity fharpened agaipft her, 
that I have heard her,^ even after fo many- 
years have flapfcd, charged with Hcen- 
tioufnefs, not only for endeavouring to 
render the public amufemeht^ more elegant, 
but for her very charities, becaufe ihe ereded 
^mongft other inftitutions, an hofpital to re- 
ceive foundlings. Pifgufted with many cuf- 
tpms yrhich pafs for virtues, though they are 
nothing moye than obfervanaes of fprms, often 
isit the expence of truth, flie probably ran 
iriLtp an error common to innovators, in wifli- 
ing to dp immediately what can only be dbaq 
by time, ♦^ 

Ma»y very cogent reafons have been 
UFged by her friends to prove, th^t her af- 
feftion for Struenfee was never carried to the 
length alledged againft her, by thofe who 
feared her influence. Be that as it may, fhe 
certainly w?is x^Qt ji woman of galljintry ; and 
if fhe had, an attachment for him, it did not 
difgrac^ her he^rt OT wndgrftandin^, the king 
S bein| 



( 26y ) 

l)€irig a notorious debauchee, and an Idiot itttd* 
the bargain. As the king^ conduft had al- 
ways been direfted by fome favourite, they 
alfo endeavoured to goverti him, from a prin-* 
ciple of felf-prefervation, as well as a laudable 
ambition ; but, not aware of the prejudices 
they had to encounter, th6 fyftem they " 
adopted difplayed more benevolence of heart 
than foundnefs of judgement,. As to the 
charge, ftill believed, of their giving the 
king drtigg^ to injure his faculties, it is too 
abfurd to be refuted. Their oppreflbrs had 
better have accufed them of dabbling in the 
black art ; for the potent fpcU ftill keeps his 
wits in bondage. 

I cannot defcribfe to you the effect it had 
on me to fee this puppet of a monarch 
moved by the ftrings which count Bernftorff 
holds faft; lit, with vacant eye, ered, re- 
ceiving the homage of courtiers, who mock 
him with a Ihew of refpeft. He is, in faft, 
merely a machine of ftate, to fubfcribe the 
name of a king to jhe ads of the government, 
which, to avoid danger, have no value, un- 
lefs counterfigned by the prince royal ; for 
he is allowed to be abfolutely an idiot, ex- 
cepting that now and then ao obfervation, 

or 
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or tricky cfcapc$ him^ which looks wow like 
madnefs than imbecilityi 

What a farce is life ! This eflSgy of m^ 
jefty is allowed to burn down to the focket, 
Whilil the haplefs Matilda was hurried into 
an untimely grave* 

*' As flies to wanton boys, arc we to &e gods | 
*« They kill us far their ^jeirt*'* 

Affieu! 
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LJETXER XIX4 



Business having obliged me to go a fevi/ 
miles out of town this moi-ning, I was fur-« 
prifed at meeting a crowd of people of dvery 
defcription ; and inquiring the caufe, of a fer-^ 
irant who fpoke french, I was informed that 
a man had been executed two hours before^ 
and the body afterwards burnt* I could not 
help looking with horror around— *-the fields 
loft their rerdure — and I turned with difguft 
from the jvelWreffcd women, who were re- 
turning with their children from this fights 
.What a Ipedacle for humanity I The feeing 
fuch a flock of idle gazers, plunged me intd 
a train of refle^trons, on the pernicious efFeds 
produced by falfe notions of juftice* And 
I am perfuaded that till capital puriifliments 
be entirely abolifhed, executions ought to 
have every appearance of horrour given to 
them; inftead of being, as they are now, a 
fcene of amufement for the gaping crowd,' 
where fympathy is quickly effaced by curi- 
^fity. 

jL have* always^ been of opinion that the 

allowing 
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allowing adors to die^ in the prefence of the 
audience, has an immoral tendency; but 
trifling when compared with the ferocity ac- 
quired by viewing the reality as a fhow ; for 
it feetns to me, that in all countries the ddtti- 
mon people go to executions to fee how the 
poor* wretch plays his part, rather than to 
commiferate his fate, much lefs to think of 
the breach of morality which has brought 
him to fuch a* deplorable end. Confequently 
executions, far from being ufeful examples to 
the furvivors, have, lam perfuaded, a quite 
contrary efFedt, by hardening the heart they 
ought to terrify* Befides, the fear of an 
ignominious death, I believe, never deterred 
any one from the commiflion of a crime ; 
becaufe, in committing it, the mind, is roufed 
to adivity about prefent circumftances. It 
is a game at hazard, at which all expeO: 
the turn of the die in their own favour; 
never refleding on the chance of ruin, till it 
comes. In faft, from what I faw, in the 
fortrefles of Norway, I am more and more 
convi^iced that the fame energy of charafter, 
which renders a man a daring villain, would 
have rendered him ufeful to fociety, had that 
fociety been well organized. When a ftrong 

mind 
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ttiind 16 n6t diicipiined by cultivation, it i$ 4 
foife of injufticethat fenders it unjuft. 

Executions, however, occur very rarely at 
Copenhagen ; for timidity, rather than cle- 
mency, ^alfies all the operations of the pre- 
fent government* The malefadlor, who 
died this morning, would not, probably, have 
been puni&ed with death at any other pe«- 
riod ; Imt an incendiary, excites univerfal 
execration ; and as the greater part of the in- 
habitants are ftill diftrefled by the late con- 
flagration, an example was thought abfo- 
lutely neceJTary ; though, from what I can 
gather, the fire was accidental. 

Not, but that I have very ferioufly beea 
informed, that combuftibie materials wer^ 
placed at proper diftances, by the emiflarle$ 
of ^r. Pitt ; and, to corroborate the fa£b, 
many people infift, that the flames burft out 
at once in different parts of the city; not 
allowing the wind to have any hand in. it 
So much for the plot. But the fabricators of 
plots in all countries build their conje&ures 
on the ** bafelefs fabric of a vifion j" and, it 
feems even a fort of poetical juflice, that whilft 
this minlfter is crufhing at home, plots o£ 
hU own conjuring up, that on the (;ontinent, 

P. and 
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And Jn tfaic. timh, he: Chdjk^ wkh »6 .Utd< 
foundation^ be acdulbd <^ wiihln^ t6 iet th^ 

Ifmffyt to m^tioHi to ypu, th*t t wW 
laformed, by a mim of ytaracitf, thajt twQ 
pii^ibnp^ cime torlhc (lake to .drwk ^ glafi of 

faif the ^oplcxy. And wlicn I amiBudvfit^d 
Ia tbe company^ vrhcre i« was meutioned^ on 
fupH a horrible violation of nature^ a daniih 
Iftdy reproyed nlcvery feverely, aiking hovr 
Xknew that it wa^/not.a.cure for the difeafe t 
tddiTigi that every attempt was juftiiable tn 
fearch of healtfi^ I did not^ you ihay ima^ 
g»e, filter into an arguinent .with a perfon 
fcl»flayeL of fucha grofs prejudice. And J 
allude to it not only as a tr^t of the igno«^ 
ranee of the people^ but to cenfure the go*^ 
yernment^ for . not preventing fcenes that 
throw an odium on th; human race; . 

Empiricifm is not peculiar to Denmark ; 
and I know no way of rooting it out, though 
it be a remnant of e^cploded witchcraft, till 
the acquiring a general knowledge of the 
component parts of the hwnan frame, be^ 
come a part of public education* 

Since the fire, the imiabitantB have beea 
2 . very 
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veiy afli^oufly employed m (apitcUmg S^t 
property feqrated during the confofion i And 
it i$ aftofii£bing hew many peopj^f forHuerly 
tern^ rep^tablei had avjiiled themfelves of 
the cammoa caJanuty to purl^ what the 
flames fpared* OtWs^ txpert at making a 
difti^dion without a diiTerence^ ^onomkd 
what th«y fouiid» not tHO^bHftg thtfmielreis to 
enqiure for the oMmei^ though dbsy icrupled 
to feafck for plusider wf wh«re^ hUt Maoogft 
the ruisiS4 , . 

To be hoAtfter than tib4 lawa require^ i^ 
by ffioft ptople thought a w<»rk of fupcrero^ 
gatioa ; and to iHp thro^^ dkc ^ate of the 
law, has ever eiceccifed the abilitiea of adti^o^ 
turers, who wiih to get rich the (horteft way. 
Knavery, wkhout peribnal daiig^, is an art, 
broi^ht to great pcrfedion by the fUtefinafii 
aad fwindler; aad ineaner koi^ea are i»ot 
tardy in £biilowiiig their foot^^« 

It moves my gaU to difeovo: fome of the 
commercial frauds praiSbifed durifig the pre- 
feat war* To ihort, undo: whatever point d[ 
view I cofi£der fociety, it appeacs, to m^ 
that aa adoralioh of property is the root of 
ail evil Here it does not reader the people 
eaterprirmg, as in America, but thrifty and • 

P a cautious^ 
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catitlous. I nevier, therefore, was in a capi- 
tal where there was fo little appearance of 
active induftry ; and as for gaiety, I looked 
in vain for the fprightly gait of the norwe- 
gians, who in every refpeft appear to me to 
have got the ftart of them. This difference 
I attribute to their having more liberty : a 
liberty which they think their right by inhe- 
ritance, whilft the danes, when they boaft of 
their negative happinefs, always mention it 
as the boon of the prince royal, under the 
fuperintending wifdom of count BernftorfF. 
Vaflallage is neverthelefs ceafmg throughout 
the kingdom, and with it will pafs away that 
fordid avarice which every modification of 
flavery is calculated to produce. 

If the chief ufe of property be power, in 
the fliape of the refpeft it procures, is it not 
among the inconfiftencies of human nature 
mod incomprehenfible, that men fhould find 
a pleafure in hoarding up property which 
they fteal from their neceflities, even when 
they are convinced that it would' be dange- 
rous to difplay fuch an enviable fuperiority ? 
Is not this the fituation of ferfs in every 
country j yet a rapacity to accumulate money 

. feems- 
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feems to become ftronger in proportion as it 
is allowed to be ufelefs* 

Wealth does not appear to be fought for, 
amongft the danes, to obtain the elegant 
luxuries of life; for a want of tafte is very 
conijpicuous at Copenhagen; fo much fo; 
that I atoi not furprifed to hear that poor 
Matilda offenoed the rigid lutherans, by 
aiming to refine their pleafures. The ele- 
gance which ihe wifhed to introduce, was 
termed lafcivioufnefe : yet I do not find that 
the abfence of gallantry renders the wives 
more chafte, or the hufbands more conftant. 
Love here feems to corrupt the morals, with- 
out polifhing the manners, by banifhing con- 
fidence and truth, the charm as well as ce- 
ment of domeftic life. A gentleman, who has 
refided in this city fome time, aflures me 
that he could not find language to give me 
an idea of the grofs debaucheries into which 
the lower order of people fall ; and the pro- 
mifcuous amours of the men of the mid- 
dling clafs with their female fervants, debafes 
bc^h beyond meafure, weakening every fpe- 
cies of family affedion; 

I have every where been flruck by one 
P 3 cha-- 
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charaS<l4ftie ^ifhtemt in the eeadu^ of the 
two fexes ; women, \n gaa.eraU are feduced 
hf their fuperiors, and men jilted by their 
inferiors I yank |Ad manners awe the omei 
9]»d qunniag and wamto^efs flitgugate the 
othef 2 ambition ereepiixg into the wok&an'e 
pilfioni and tyranny giving foroe to the 
man*6 i for moft men treat th«Lr miftre0b as 
kwgs do their favouiitea; erga ia not mati 
^en tbf tyraat of the creation ? 

Sti)l harping cm the fame fubje£k| yciu 
will exekim--Kow ean I avoid it, when moft 
of tl^ ftrugglee of an eventful Uf^ hate been 
OQcafioned by the oppre(led ftate of my fi» : 
we reaibn deeply, when we forcibly fe^ 

But to return to the ftr^ght. road of oh* 
{Ration. The fe&fuahty .id prevalent, Uppoars 
to me to arife rath^ from ibdotetice of mJiad^ 
and dull fenfes, than (rom 2ixk eiube^s^e c^ 
}jtky which often fru^ftea the whole ih^ 
rader when the vivacity bf youth^ joints 
b^l^s to fubfide iatoilrength of mind. 

I have befoire mentiofied that the aien aye 
domdlk tyrants^ confidering them a& fsthets^ 
brothers, or huibands ; but there iaa kind of 
interregnum between lhf.)reign of the father 

and 
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and httibandy wbsv:^ U the* only peormd ^ 
freedom^ and pleafyre. that the women enjoyv 
Young, people, who are attached to each 
pther^ with the coofent of their friends,, ex^, 
change rings, and are permitted to enjoys ^ 
degree of liberty together, which I have, ne- 
ver noticed in any other country. The days 
of courtfhip are dieyefore prolonged, till it he, 
perfedly convenient to marry: the intimacy; 
often becomes very tender: and if the lover 
obtain the privilege of a huiband,. it can 
only be termed half by ftealth, becaufe the 
family is wilfuliy blinds It happens very 
rarely tj^t tbefp honorary engagements are 
difTolved or diiregarded, a ftigma being at-* 
tached to a b^e^ch of faith, whifsh is thought 
more difgraceful, if not fo criminal^ as the 
violation of the marriage tow« 

Do not forget that^ in my general obferva- 
tions, I do not pretend to iketch a national 
charader} but merely to note the prefent 
ftate of morals and manners, as I trace the 
progrefs of the world's improvement. Be* 
caufe, during my reiidence in different coun* 
tries, my principal obje£t has been to take 
fttcb a di%affion»te view of men as will lead 

P 4 mc 
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mc « form a juft idea of the natuife of matt. 
And, to deal ingcnuoufly with you, I believe 
I fliould have been icfs fevere in the re- 
marks I have made on the vanity and de- 
pravity of the french, * had I travelled to- 
wards the north before I vifited France. 

The interefting pidhire frequently drawrx 
of the virtues of a rifing people has, I fear, 
been fallacious, excepting the accounts of 
the enthufiafm which various public ftrug- 
gles have produced. We talk of the depra- 
vity of the french, and lay a ftrefs on the 61d ' 
age of the natlpn; yet where has more 
virtuous enthufiafm been ^ difplaycd than 
during the two laft years, by the common ' 
people bf France and in their armies? I' 
am obliged fometimes to recoUefl: the num- 
berlefs inftances which I have either wit- 
rieffed, or heard vrd\ authenticated, to ba- 
lance the ' account of horrours, alas ! but 
too true. I am, therefore, inclined to be- 
lieve that the grofs vices which I have al- 
ways feen allied with fimplicity of manners, 
are the concomitants of ignorance. 

* See Hiftorital and Mor»l View of tbe French Revo- 
kuoa. 

What 



i What, for example, has piety, underfill 
heathen, or. chriftian .fyftem, l>een,:but^ a 
blind faith in things contrary to the ■ princi^ 
pies of reafon ? And could poor • rteafon' make 
confiderable advances, when it was redcdned 
the higheft degree of virtue to do viplence to 
it's dilates ? Lutherans preaching) cefbrma-^: 
tion, have built a reputation for fandiity oa 
the fame foundation as the catholics ; yet I 
do not perceive that a regular attendance oq 
public worfhip, and their other obfervances, 
make them a whit more true in their aflfec- 
tions, or honeft in their private tranfa<aions. 
It feems, indeed, quite as ea/y to preva- 
ricate with religious injun£tions as human 
laws, when the exercife of their reafon does 
not lead people to acquire principles for 
themfelves to be the criterion of all thofe 
they receive from others. 

If travelling, as the completion of a liberal 
education, were to be adopted on rational 
grounds, the northern ftates ought to be 
viiited before the more polifhed parts of 
Europe, to ferve as the elements even of the 
knowledge of manners, only to be acquired 
by tracing the various fhades in different 
countries. But, when vifiting diftant climes, 

a momen- 
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a ttomentary ibeial fympathy ihould Act be 
^owtd to iftfluente the ^ncluflons of the 
fiflderftan^g } fftr hdfpiuility too frequently 
leads tmvelterd, efpecially thofe who travel 
m (tuch cf pleafure, to make a faMd dll- 
mate of the Tirtued of a nation ; which^ I 
am now amiincedt bear an exa£fc i^r0p6x^ 
tion to didr icientific improvements 

Adkvtm 
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LETTER XX. 

i i^AVB fornewerly cenfured tlie french fof 
tiieir extreme attachment to theatrical exhi- 
Vition^, becauit I thought that they tejaded 
to TCDtder them vain and unnatural charac^ 
ter& But I muil acknowledge^ efpecially a3 
women of the town never appear in the 
parifian) a;^ at our theatres, that the Uttl« 
feving of the week is more ufefuUy expended 
there, every funday, than in porter or 
brandy, to intoxicate or ftapify the mind% 
The common people of France have a gre« 
iuperiority over that clafc in every oth« couft^ 
try on this very fcor e. It is merely the fobriety 
of thepariiians whu;h renders their fetes more 
Interellin^ their g^ty never becoming dijC^ 
gufting^ or dangerous ; as is always the cafe 
when liquov circulates. Intoxicati(m is the 
pleaJTure of favages, and of all thofe whofe 
employments rather exhauft their animal fp^ 
rits^ than exercife their &cnlties. Is not thkig 
in fa£t,. the vice^ both in England and the 
northern ftates of Europe^ which appears to 
be the g;ceale0t impediment to general im^ 
l^veakcttt? l>cinking is here the principal 

f ekxah 
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relaxation of the men, including fmoking j 
but the women are very abftemious, though 
they have no public amufements as a fubfti- 
tute. I ought to ckcept one theatre, Vhich 
appears more thaii is neceflary * for when I 
was there, it was not half full ; and rteither 
the ladies * nor adrefles difplayed much fancy 
in their drefs; - - 

The play was founded on the ftory of the 
Mock t)b(3:or j and, frohi the geftur es of the ; 
fervants, who were the beft ^ftors, . 1 fhould 
imagine contained fome humour. The farce,' 
termed ballat, was a kind of pantomime, the 
childifh incidents of which were fuffi'cient to 
Ihew the ttate of the dramatic art in Den- 
mark, and the gfofs ta'fte of the Audience, A 
magician, in the difguife of a tinker, enters a 
cottage where the women are all bufy iron-- 
mg, and rubs a dirty frying-pan againft the 
linen. The women raife ah hue-and-cry, 
and dance after him, roufing their hulbands, 
who join in the dance^ but get the ftart of 
of them in the purfuit. The tinker, with 
the frying-pan for a Ihield, renders them im-p^ 
moveable, and blacks their cheeks. Each 
laughs at tW other, unconfcious of' his own 
appearance j mean v^hilc'thc %VDiiien enteric 
* enjoy 
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enjoy the fpo«;^ * ^tke rare juriy *ith qtlief 
incidents of jthe fatoe-ipetfies. * - ' - 

The finging was- much* on a par "with thii 
dancing;. the one as deftitute -of grac&^nis 
the other of exjMrcffioa j' but *the or^heflS^^ 
was well filled,- the inftrumental bemg -far 
fuperior to the vocal mufic, • ' 

I have likewife vifited'the public library 
and mufeum, as well as the palace of Rb^ 
fembourg. This palace, now defcrted, fli(^ 
plays a gloomy kind of grandeur throughoiit ; 
for the filence of fpacious apartments always 
makes itfelf to be felt ; I atleaft feel it ; and I 
liilen for the found of my footfteps, as I have 
done at midnight to the ticking of the deaths 
watch, encouraging a kind of -fanciful fuper*^ 
ftition. Every objeft carried me back to 
paft times, and impreifed the mainiers of the 
age forcibly on my mind. In this point of 
view the prefervation of old palapes, and thei( 
tamifhed furniture, is ufeful ; for they may 
be confidered as hiflorical documents. 

The vacuum left by departed greatnefs wa^ 
every where obfervable, whilft the battles and 
proceflions, pourtrayed on the waHs, told 
you who had here excited revelry after re-^ 
tiring from flaughter; or difmiffed pageantry 

in 
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in fetreh «f pk^ure. It (etttk^A a irftft tennb^ 
full of the (hadowf phtntomt of tfaofe who had 
played or toiled their hour out, and funk be^ 
kind the tapeilry^ wfaicb celebrated the cofi^ 
quefts of love or war. Could they be no 
more—i*to whom my irmi^natioa thusj^v e 
life? Could the thoughts, o f which th ere 
remained fo many veftiges, have vaiyiflied 
quite away ? And thc^e beings, compofcd of 
filch pohit materials of thinking and feefi ng, 
have they only melted into the elements to 
keep in motion the grand ma& of life? It 
ttnnpt be, !— As eafily could I beliere t&at 
die large iilver tions, at the top of the txm- 
feting room, thought and reafoned. Bat 
i:vaunt ! ye waking dreams !-- ^yet I cttinoc 
4ci(^be the curioiides to you. 

There were cabinets full of baubles, and 
|pms, and fwords, which muft ha^e heea 
nrlelded by giaat's hand. The coiDnadon 
«nament$ wait quietly here till wanted; 
and the wardrobe exhibits the ireftments 
which formerly graced thefe fliews. It is a 
]^cy they do not lead them to the afitors, 
kiftead of allowing them to perifh inglo- 
nouily. 
^I have not viilted any other palace, except- 
ing 



Ihg Hirniolm ; the g;ir4m of vtlxUh are laid 
out with tafte, and command the fineft vi^w* 
the country affords. ,As th^y.^are in the^ 
modern and englifh ftyle^ I thought I wa$ 
following the footileps of Matilda^ wha 
wiflibd to multiply around her the images of 
her ployed country.^ I was aUb gratified by 
the fifht of a norwe^an landfcap^ in minia- 
ture^ which with great propriety makes a 
part of the danilh king's |;arden«^ Tbc <;c^« 
tage is well in^itated^ and the whole has > 
pleafang effe^, particularly fo to mc wh9 
love Norway-4t*s peaceful, farms and ipacioto 
wilds. 

The public library confifts of a coIledicHX 
much larger than I expected to fee ; and it iB 
well arranged. Of the value of the Icelandic 
manufcripts I could not form « judgmeMi 
though the alphabet of fome of them amufed 
me) by {hewing what immenfe labour men 
will fubmit to, in order to tcsujibut their 
ideas to pofterity. I have fometlniea thpu^ 
it a great misfortune for individttajls to ac<» 
quire a certain delicacy of fentimcnt^ which 
often makes them weary of the comimoxi 
occurrences of life ; yei it is this very d^ 
cacy of feeling and thinkifig which pro]gaU|^ 

has 
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tiaSproduced^moft of tlie perfottnances that 
have benefited mankind. It might with pro- 
priety, perhaps,^ be termed the malady of 
geniiis ; the' caufe of that* charadteriftic me- 
lancholy which * grows with ijs growth, and 
ftrengthens with its ftrength.* ^ 

There are fome.goodpidures in the royal 
mufeum — Do not ftart — I am not going to 
trouble you with a dull, catalogue, or ftupid 
criticifms on matters, to 'whom time Ixas af^ 
(igned their juft niche in the temple of fame j 
had there been any by living artifts of this 
country, r fhould have noticed them, as 
making a part of the fketches I am drawing of 
the prefeiit ftate of the place. The good 
piftures were mixed indifcriminately with 
the bad on6s,' in order to aflbrt the frames. 
The fame fault is confpicuous in the new 
Iplendid gallery forming at Paris ; though it 
feems an obvious thought that a fchool for 
artifts ought to be arranged in fuch a man* 
ner, as to fhew the progreffive difcoverie^- 
and improvements in the art. 

' A'coUeftion of the drefles, arms, and' im- 
plements of the laplanders attracted my at- 
tention, difplaying that firft fpecies of inge- 
nuity which is rather a proof of patient {)er- 
4 feverancc^ 



feveranctf, tkah comprelriiinfioii of mind. Thf 
fyecimens of natural ilxiftoiy, and curiofitiei 
of art, were UkeWife huddled together whh« 
out thitt fcitottfic order which alone I'endei'tt 
them lifeful ; bttt this may partly have been 
occafidned by the hafty mannef in which 
^ey were rdmoved firom the palace, when 
in flames. 

There are £bme refpe£table m6n of fcience 
here, but few literary charadera, and fewer 
artifts. They wipt encouragement, and will 
continue, I fear^ from the prefent appearance 
of things, to languifh unnoticed a long time { 
for neither the vanity of wealth, nor the en^ 
terprifing fpirk of commercei haa yet thtown 
a glance that way. 

Beiides, the prince royal, determined to 
be oeconOmkal, ^moft deicends to par(i«> 
mony ; and perhaps depf eiTes his fubje&s, by 
I labouring not to opprefs them ; for his in^^ 
• tentions always feem to be good— yet nothing 
can giYe a more forcible idea of the duUnefs 
which eats away all activity cf mind, than tht 
tnfipid routine of a courts without magnifi* 
eence or eleganee. • 

The prince, firom what I can now cblleS^ 

has very modeeate abilities ; yet is fo weU 

Q^ difpofcd, 
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difpofed, that count BernftorlF finds him ^aft 
tradable as he . could wifh ; for I confided 
the count as the real fovereign, fcarcely be- 
hind the curtain ; the prince having none 
of that obftinate felf-fuflSciency of youth^ fo 
often the fore-runner of decifion of charadler. 
He, and the j)rince(s. his tvifc, dine every day 
with the king, to fave the expence of two 
tables. What a mummery it muft be to 
treat as a king a being who lias loft the 
inajefty of man ! But even count Bef^ftorff's 
morality fubmits to this ftanding impofitioo; 
and he avails himfelf of it fomctimes, to foften 
^ refufal of his own, by faying it is the nmH 
.of the kingi my mafter, when every body 
knows that he has neither will nor me- 
mory. Much the fame ufe is made of 
him as, I have obferved, fome termagant 
wives make of their hufbandsj they would 
dwell on the neceffity ,of obeying their huf- 
bands, poor paflive fouls, who never were 
allowed to nvilly yAxtn they wanted to^ conceal 
their own tyranny. 

A .ftory is told here of ^ the king.'s for- 
merly making a dog counfellor of ftate, be- 

caufe when the dog, accuftomed to eat at the 
royal table, fnatched a piece of meat off an 

old 
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old officer's plate, he . reproved him jocofely, 
faying that he, monjieur le cbien^ had not the 
privilege of dining with hismajefty; a privi- 
lege annexed to this diflindiion. 

Hie burning of the palace was, in faft,' a 
fortunate circumftance, as it afforded a pre- 
text for reducing the eftabliftiment of the 
houlhold, which was far too great for the 
revenue of the crown. The Prince Royal^ at 
prefent, runs into the oppofite extreme; and the 
formality, if not the parfimony, of the court, 
feems to extend to all the other branches of 
fociety, which I had an opportunity of ob- 
ferving ; though hofpitality ftill charaderizes 
thdr intercourfe with ftrangers. 

But let me now ftop ; I may be a little 
partial, and view every thing with the jaun- 
diced eye of melancholy — for I am fad — and 
have caufe. 

God blefs you ! 



CXj^ LETtER 
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1 HAVB fecM count Benxftorff; and feia cpn^ 
verfatiorv confirms ai^ in the opinioa I bad 
prcviroufly formed of him ;— I mean', ftnce my 
arrival at Copenhagea. He U a worthy. man^ 
a little vairf of his virtue a h Necker\ anrf 
more anxious not to do wrong, thj^t is tiy 
avoid bkme,, than defirous of doing good ;- 
efpecially if any particular good denmnds a 
change^ Prudence, in fhort, feems te, be the 
lafis of his charader ^ andy from the tenouir 
of the government, I fhouW think inclining 
to that cautieua circumfpedion which treads^ 
on the heels of timidity. He has confidera-» 
hie information, and Tome fine& ; or he could 
not be a minifter. Determined not to rilk 
his popularity, for he is tenderly careful of 
his reputation,, he wiH never glorioufly fail 
like Struenfee, or difturb, with the energy of 
genius, the ftagnant ftate of the public mind.^ 
I fuppofe that Lavater, whom he invited 
to vifit him two years ago, Ibme fay to fisr 
the principles of the ehriftian religion firmly ^ 
ixvthe prince royal's mixiLd^ found lines in hia 

face 
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face to prove him a ftatefman o? tlae firft 
order ; becaufe he htis a ktxick at feeing d 
great charadier in the cbuhtetiarfces of men irt 
'exalted ftations, who have noticed him,* or 
his works. Befides, the couiif's fentimenti 
felative to the frefich revoltition, agreeing 
with Lavater's^ muft have cnfured his ap* 
^latife. 

The danes, in general^ fcem extremely 
jiv-erfe to innovation, and, if happinefs only 
libnfift in opinion, they are the JiappieilL 
people in the \^orld ; for I ijever faw any fcj 
well falisfied with th6ir own fituationu Tet 
the climate Appears to be very difagteeable j 
the weather being dry ^a4 fultry, by moift 
and cold ; the atmofphere nevpr having tha^ 
Ihar^, bracing purity, Which in* Norway pre- 
pare* foti to brave its rigours, I do not thei^ 
hear the inhabitants of this place talk with 
delight of the winter, whicii is the conflant 
theme of the norwegians, on the contrary 
they feem to dread it§ conifortlfefs inclcn 
piency. 

The ramparts are pleafant, and n^uft have 

Been much more fo before the fire, the 

walkers not being annoyed by the clouds of 

^Uft,. which, at prefent, the flighteft wind 

0^3 W^ftS 
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wafts from . the ruins. The wind-mills, »nd 
the comfortable hoiifes contiguous^ belonging 
to th^ millers, as well as the appearance of 
the fpacious barracks for the foldiers and 
failors, tend to render this walk more agreeable. 
The view of the country has. not much to 
recommend it to notipe, but its extent and. 
tultivation : yet as the eye always delights to 
dwell on verdant j^ains, efpecially when we 
are refident in a great city, thefe fhady walks 
fhould be reckoned amongil the advantages 
procured by the government for the inha- 
bitants. I like them better than the royal 
gardens, alfo open to the public, becaufe the 
latter feem funk in the heart of the city, to 
concentrate its fogs. 

The canals, which interfe£t the ftreets, are 
equally convenient and wholefome j but the 
view of t;he fea, commanded by the.'town, had 
little t6 intereft me whilft the remembrance 
of the various bold and pidurefque fliores, I 
had feen, was frefh in my memory. Still 
the opulent inhabitants, who feldom go 
abroad, muft find the fpots where they fix 
their country feats much pleafanter on ac- 
count of the vicinity of the ocean. 

One of the i)eft ftreets in Copenhagen is 

almoii 
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alftidft^ filled- VJrltfi hcfgitalsV^-^reaed by ^th*- 
government ; and, I am aflured, as well re- 
gulated as inftitutidns of this kind are in any 
country ; but whether hofpitals, or work- 
hbufes, are a^y where fuperintiended with 
fufficient humanity, I have frequently had 
reafon to doubt. ' . 

The autumn -is fo tsncommonly fine, that 
I am unwilling* to put off my journey to 
Hamburg much longer, left the weather 
fliould alter fuddenly, and the chilly har- 
bingers of winter catch me here, where I 
have nothing now tq detain me but the hofpi- 
tality of the families to whom I had recom- 
mendatory letters. I lodged at an hotel 
fituated in a large open fquare, where the 
troops exercife, and the market is kept. My 
apartments were very good ; and, on ac- 
count of the fire, I was told that I fhould 
be charged very high ; yet, paying my bill 
juft now, I find the demands much lower in 
proportion than in Norway, though my din- 
ners were in every refpe£t better. 

r h4ve remained more at home, fince I 

arrived at Copenhagen, than I ought to have 

done in a ftrange place j but the mind is 

not always equally adive in fearch of infor- 

0^4 ' xnation; 
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nuiticm ; Mfd my oppnfftd hfivi t«o dften 
figbs oui:, 

f H(W didlf &t, MJ luiprdift^ble 

< Are ^ QK all theufages of diis wqrld-^-r 

< Thai it Ihotdd came to tWs !'— 

Farewcirr Fare thcc well, I fayrr-if thou 
can'il^ repeat tb^ ddieii in a diSgre^t tone. 
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I ARRIVED at Ccffiber tlie night after I quitted 
Copenhagen, purpofing to* take my paffage 
^crofs the Great Belt the next morning, though 
the weather wag rather boifterous. It is 
about four and twetity miles ; but as nei- 
ther I nor my little giyl are ever attacked by 
fea fickne&y though who can avoid ennui? 
I enter a. boat with the fame indifference as I 
change horfes; and as i(x danger, comp 
when it may, I dread it piot fufficientty to 
have ^y anti(:|pating fears. 
. The road from .Copenhagen was very 
good, through an open, flat country, that had 
little to recommerid it to notice excepting 
the cultivation, which graftified my heart 
more than my eye. 

I took a^ btfge with a german baron^^ 
who was hailening back from a tour inta 
penmark, arlarm^d'hy the mtemgence of the 
&ench ^ving paffed the Rhine. His coa* 
ireriatioa beguiled the time, and gave a fort 
c^' ftimulus to my i^ints^ which had beea 
growing more and more languid ever finde 
my wixti^Gr to G!p«heBl)urg-^)i(oa kaow why« 

Uad 
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I had often endeavoured to roufe myfelf to 
cbfervation by reflating that I was paffing 
through fcenes which I fhould probably ne- 
vet fee ^gain, and confequently ought liot- 
to omit obferving; ftill I fell into reveries,' 
thinking, by way of excufe, that enlarge-' 
ment of mind and refined fedHngs are of little 
ufe, but to barb the arrows of forroW which 
waylay us every where, eluding the fagacity 
of wifdom, and' rendering principles un- 
availing, if confidercd as a breaft-work to 
fecure our own hearts. 
' Though we 'had- not a direft wind,' we 
were not detained mt)re than three hdurs and- 
a half on the water, juft long enough to 
give us an appetite for our dinner. > 

We travelled the remainder of the day, and 
the following night, in Company with the feme; 
party, the german gentleman whom I have 
mentioned, his friend, and fervant": the meet- 
ings, at the poft-houfes, were, pleafant to 
me, who ufually heard riothing but ftrange 
tongues around me. Margueritfc^ and the 
child often fell afleep; and when they were 
awake, I might ftill reckon myfelf alone, as 
our train of thoughts had nothing in com--* 
mon. Marguerite, it is true, was much" 

amufed 
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-Mfiufed by the coftume of the women ; particti- 
.lady by the panier * which jadorned both their 
heads and tails ; and, with great glee, retrounted 
to me the ilories fhe had treafured up for 
her family, when once-mofe within the bar- 
riers of dear Paris ; not forgetting, with that 
arch, agreeable vanity peculiar to the frcnch^ 
which they exhibit whilft half ridiculing it^ 
to remind me of the importance ftie (hould. 
aflfume when fhe informed her friends of all 
her journeys by fea and land-^fhewing the 
pieces of money fhe had collected, and ftam-^ 
mering out a few foreign phrafes, which {he 
repeated in a true parifian accent, Happy 
thoughtleflhefs ; aye, and enviable harmlefs 
vanity, which thus produced a gaite du cceur 
worth all my philofophy^ 

The man I had hired at Copenhagen ad^ 
vifed me to go round, about • twenty miles, 
to avoid paffing the Little Belt, excepting by 
a ferry, as the wind Was contrary. But the 
gentlemen over-ruled his arguments, which 
we were all very forry for afterwards, whea 
we found ourfelves becalmed on the Little 
Belt ten hours, tacking about, without 
ceaTing, to gain. on the fhore. 

* This wox4 i& french meany both ha&et an4 boop. 

2 An 
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Aft ovtr-fight li^ewife made fhc .paflage 
lippear much more tedious, nay almoft in- 
fopportable. When J went On board at the 
Great Belt, I had provided refrefhments in cafe 
of detention, whieh remsaning untouched, X 
thought not then any fuch precaution necef^ 
fary for the feeond paflage, mifled .by the 
epithet of little, though I have fmce been 
informed that it is frequently the longeft* 
This miftake occafioned much vexation ; for 
the child,, a^laft, began to cry fb bitterly for 
bread, that fancy conjured up before me thi 
Wretched Ugolino, with his famifhed chiK» 
ftreii ; and I,^ literally fpeaking, enveloped 
iSiyfelf in fympathetic horrours, augmented 
hj every tear my babe fhcd ; from which I 
could not efcape, till we landed, $tnd ^ hin^ 
thton of bread, iaid biafon of milk, routed 
|3ic fpe&res of fehcy, 

I then Zapped with my companions, with 
^fiofn^ I wa^ foon after to part for ever — afc 
vr^ys a moff melancholy, death-like idea— a 
fort 6f feparatioa of foul j for att the regret 
^hich foflow's tfhblip from n^hom^ fate feparates^ 
tw, Iwms to be foraething torn' from cutfelves; 
Thqfe were ftrangers I remerfiber ; yet whed 
^h?re is^ahy^ piS^nafity ix;^ 5' i^oujitenarece, it 

tak?Si 
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takes its place ia our xmmotji and W4f 
are jTorry to lofe an, acquaintance the mo* 
inefxt be htQlm to intereft U89 though picked 
tip on the highway- There was, in fa<9:^ a 
fjbgree of intelligen{:e9 and iiUl more fenfi'* 
bility in the features and eonvet&tion of one 
pf the gentlemen,, that made me regret the 
k)& of hia Ibciety during the reft of the jour^ 
ney ; for he wa« compelled to travel poft, by 
his defure to reach hts eftate befoire the arrival 
t£ the french^ 

This was a comfortable inn, at were feve^ 
ral others I ftopt at j but the heavy fandy 
ifoadj were very fatlgning, after the fine ones 
we had lately (kimmed over both in Swedeft 
luid Denmark The country refeknbled the 
moft open part of England ; laid out fof 
eom, rather than grazing : it was pleafant % 
yet there was Kttle in the prafpeds to awaken 
curiofity, by* di^Uying the peculiar charac- 
teriftic&.of.a new country, which had £0 fre- 
quently ftoie me from myfelf in Notwayir 
We Qften pajSedrover large uninclofed tradtsy 
non graced with toecs, or aft feaft very^ 
fparingly enlivened by thcQi ; and the hall^ 
formed toads feezed to demand thi> tat^^ 
marks,^^iec ^xp: in |he \\tdkp^ to pr^xem the 
• 3. traveller 
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^ tftivelkr from ftraying far out of his Way, 
and plodding through the wearifome fand. 

The heaths were dreary, and had none of 
the wild charms of thofe of Sweden and 
Norway to cheat time; neither the terrific 
rocks, nor fmiling herbage, grateful to the 
fight, and fcented from afar, made us forget 
their length ; ftill the country appeared much 
more populous; and the towns, if not the 
farm-houfes, were fuperiour to thofe of Nor- 
way. I even thought that the inhabitants of 
the former had more intelligence, at leaft I 
am fure they had more vivacity in their 
countenances than I had feen during my 
northern tour: their fenfes feemed awake 
to bufinefs and pleafure. I was, therefore, 
gratified by hearing once more the bufy hum 
of induftrious men in the day, and the exhU 
larating founds of joy in the evening ; for as 
the weather was ftill fine, the women and 
children were amufmg themfelves at their 
doors, or walking under the trees, which in 
many places were planted in the ftreets ; and 
as moft of the towns of any note were fitu« 
ated on little bays, or branches., of the Baltic, 
their appearance, as we approached,- was o& 
ten very pi^urefque, and, when /we: entered, 

difplayed 



C ^39 ) 

difpkyed::^he. 'comfort ind deanllnefe of 
eafy, if not ^xhe. elegance of opulent, circum- 
ftinces. • But the ohearfulnefs of the people in 
the ftreets was particularly grateful to me, 
irftcr having been deprefled-:by the /deaths 
like filence of thofe of Denmark,* whdrc 
every houfe inade me think of a tomb/ The 
drefe 6f the peafantry is fuited to the cli- 
mate ; in (hort, none : of. that 'poverty and 
dirt appeared, at the fight of which the he^ 
fickens, ; ; 

. As I only ftopt to change horfes, take 
refrefhmentj and fleep, I had not an oppoct 
tunity of knowing more of the country than 
conclufions, which the information gathered 
\yy my eyes enabled me to draw j and that 
was fufficient to convince me that I ihould 
muph rather have lived in fome of the 
towns I now pafs through, than in any I 
Imd fecn in Sweden or Denmark. The 
people ftruck me, as having arrived at that 
period when the faculties will unfold them- 
^fdves ; in flbtort, they look alive to improve^ 
ment, neither congealed by indolence, nor 
"bent down by wretchedftgfs to fervility* 
; , From the previous impreflion, I fcarcely 
.i»n, trace frpm; vfbenpe. It-XW^iye^ it^.I^YW 

agreeably 
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kgt^eeabiy fiirprif^d to perceive Tuch an a]»i« 
Clearance o£ comfort in this part of Ger*^ 
tnan)r« J had fcmnecf a conception c^ the 
tyranny, of the petty potentates that^ had 
thrown a gloomy veil over the face bf the 
whole conntry, in thy imll^atidtt^ that 
cleared away likd the darknefs of night before 
the fun« As I faw the reality, I ihould pro^ 
bably have dii<k>vered much lurking mifery, 
the coniequence of ignorant q>pteifion, no 
doubt, had I had time to inquire into parti* 
culars ; but it did not ftalk abroad^ and in« 
ik& the furfaee otef which my eye glanced 
Ves, I am pcrfuaded that a conflderable 
degree of general knowledge pervades thia 
country j fot it is Only from the exercife of 
the mind that th^ body acquires the adivity 
fr^n which I drew thefe^ inferences. Indeed 
the king cf Denmark's german dominiona^ 
Holftein^ appeared to me far fuperidut t* 
any other part of his kingdom which had 
fallen utider my view j and the rd)uft ruftie^ 
to have their muleled braced^ inftead of the 
4fjit wen lounge of the danifii peafantry« 

Arriving iat Sle(Wick, the r^dence of 
prince Qiark^ of He^«Gaflel, the fight of 
the ibldScr^ reealkd ^ the unpleafmg ideal 
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of gefm^n dci|)Otifm» which imperceptibly 
vanifhed as I advanced into the country. I 
vi^A^^ed, with a mixture of pity and horrour, 
thefe beings training to be fold to (laughter, 
or be ilaughtered, aitd fell into refl^dions, on 
an old opinion of mine, that it is the pre-^ 
ferration of the fpecics, not of individuals, 
which appears to be the defign of the Deity 
throughout the whole of nature. Bloflbms 
come forth only to be blighted ; fifh lay 
their fpawn where it will be devoured : and 
what a large portion of the human rac6 are 
bom merely to be fwept prematurely away.^ 
Does not this wafte of budding life emph^i^ 
cally aflert, that it is not men, but man, whofe 
]^e£erration is fo neceilary to the comple* 
tion of the grand plan of the univerfe ? Chil^ 
dren peep into exiAence, fuifer, and diei 
zscn play like moths about a candle, and 
fink Into the flame : war, and ^ this tboufand 
iils which flefh is heir to,'" mow them dowQ 
in ihoaJs, whilft the more cruel prejudices of 
fodety paliies exiftence, introducing not hi$ 
fure, though flower decay. 

The caftle was heavy and gloomy ; yet 
the grounds about it were laid out with ibme 
taiie; a walk, winding under iht ihade <^ 

R Jofty 
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Ipfty trees, led to a regularly built, afld ani- 
mated town. 

, I crofled the draw-bridge, and entered to 
fee this fliell of a court in miniature, mount- 
ing ponderous ftairs, it would be a folecifm 
to fay a flight, up which a regiment of menr 
might have marched, ihouldering their fire- 
locks, to exercife in vaft galleries, where all 
the generations of the princes of HeflTe-CaflTel 
might have been muftered rank and file, 
though not the phantoms of all the wretched 
they had bartered to fupport their ftatc, un- 
lefs thefe airy fubftances could flirink and ex- 
pand, like Milton's devils, to fuit the occa- 
fion. 

^ The fight of the prefence-chamber, and 
of the canopy to fhade the fauteuil^ which 
aped a throne, made me fmile. All the 
world is a ftage, thought I ; and few are there 
in it who do not play the part they have 
learnt by rote ; and thofe who do not, feem 
marks fet up to be pelted at by fortune ; or 
rather as fign-pofts, which point out the 

road to others, whilft forced to ftand ftill" 
themfelves amidft the mud and duft. 

Waiting for our horfes, we were amufed 
by^obferving the drels of the women, which 

was 
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Wis \^ery grotefque and unwieldy* Tke 
falfe notion of beauty *whrcli ptevails here; ad 
Well as in Denmark^ I fhould think very in* 
convenient in furomef, as h^ confifts in giving 
a rotundity to a cettain part of the body, not 
the moft dim, when nature* has done her 
part. This dutch prejudice often leads them 
to toil under the weight of fome ten or a 
dozen pettitoats, which, with an enormous 
baiket, literally fpeaking, as a bonnet^ or a 
ftraw hat of dimenfions equally gigantic, almoft 
completely concealing the human form, as well 
as face divine, often worth (hewing — ftill they 
looked clean, and tript along, as it were, be*, 
fore the wind, with a weight of tackle that 
I could fcarcely have lifted. Many of the 
country girls, I met, appeared to me pi'etty^ 
that is, to have fine complexions, fparkling 
eyes, and a kind of arch, hoyden playfulnefs 
which diftinguifhes the village coquette. The 
fwains, in. their fund^y trim, attended foijie 
of thefe fair ones, in a more flouching pace^ 
though their drcfs was nbt fo cumberfome. 
The women feem to take the lead in-poliih-^ 
ing the manners every where^ that being the 
only way to better their condition. 

From what I have feen throughout my 
R 2 journey, 
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j^tiihcf^ t d6 not think the fitnatio* of et« 
poor in England b inuch^ if at all fuperiouif 
to that of the lAvht clftfs in difftteot ()arts of' 
the world ; and kl Ireland, I am ftat^ it i^ 
tfnith ihfeirioftn I allnde to the foriiier flate^ 
df Englaild ^ for at prefent the accuinulation of 
national wtahh only intreafaft the cares of tke 
poor, s^nd hardens the hearts of the i^eh^ in fpite 
of the highly extolled rag^ for ahns^giving# 

YoQ know that I hare always been iai 
enemy to what is termed charity, becaufe 
timid bigots endeatDuring thns^ to coTer their' 
^ns^ do violence to juftice^ till, a£ting the 
demi-god, they forget that they are men^^ 
And there are dtbers wher do not eveh think 
of laying up a treafu^re in heaveny who(e^ 
feeneyejcnce i^ mtrcly tyranny in difguife i 
they affift the moft Worthlefo, becaufe the 
j&oft fertife, aftd i«rm thent helplefe only itu 
proportion to^ theii^ fawning. 

After leitihg Slefwick, we pafled throughr 
ifeveral pr^ty towns;. Itzchel particularly 
pleafed me t and the country ftiil wearing 
the fdtne afpefl:, was improved by the a^^ 
pearance of iaaore tree^ and enclofures. But 
what gratified me moft, was the populationir 
1 was vv^eary of travelling four or five hours, 
3^ never 
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fiever meeting a carriage, and fc«ircely a peifc- 
iknt-— aad then to ftpp at fueh wretched 
huts, as I had feen in Sweden, wa« (]imly 
fufficicai: to chill any heart, awake t9 fynv- 
pathy, And throw a gloom over siy fwourit© 
fuhj«<f:i: of conten^platioo, th^ futwe iiB^ 
proveme^t of the worfd. 

The farm-houfes^ iiki^wife, with the feuge 
ftabies, into which W9 drove^ whilft this 
horfes were putting t9, ar Jbaitieg, wetic 
very clean and cpipi^Lodisss, Th* ropmi, 
with a door iirto tkip hfiJUifce ift^hte imd. 
jftorehonfe 'm one, wer^ decent; aad thene 
was a cocQpai^nei^ iji the ifip9«rance af t]^ 
whole fan^ily lyiag thus &iagjy tpgethfipr pqp- 
4€r the fanw ropf^ that cani«i my fmi^f 
t>ack to the prii»itiY« times, which prpbahlf 
fiev^ ei^ifted wUix &ph ^ gpJdf a J»ftr« «s th« 
a»iniate4 in)^inatiQ» lesda, ^^s^o^nly .aHe 
<o feize the pro^iisest feature*. 

At one of theffl, ? pretty yOung worow, 
fvith IrangwAimg eyejs, pf c^kftiai blm^, ce g^ 
duQ:ed us into, a very neat parlour $ and ^h^ 
fepring hm lopfely, aad lightly, my little 
girl wa« cJW, began to pity her in thg 
fareeteft acpeoti^, regardlefs pf the rpfy down 
^]^6^Jth 4?^ hejr cheeks. Thi^ fa»>« d»mfej 
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^Va&•d^e(^ed, it was funday, with tafte,- and 
even coquetry, - in Pl cottoii jacket, orna- 
mented with knots of blue ribbon, fancifully 
-difpofed to give life to her fine complexion, 
I loitered a little to admire her, for every 
gefture was graceful ; and, amidft the other 
villagers, fhe looked like a garden lily fud*- 
denly rearing its head amongft grain, and 
corn-flowers. As the houfe was fmall, I 
gave her a piece of money, rather larger 
than it was my cuftom to give to the female 
waiters; for I could not prevail on her to 
:^fit down ; which fhe received with a fmile j 
yet took care to give it, in my prefence, to 
a girl, who had brought the child a flice of 
bread ; by which I perceived that fhe was 
themiftrefs, or daughter, of the houfe — and 
without doiri>t the hl/e of the village. There 
was, in fhort, an appearance of chearful in^ 
duftry, and pf tfcat degree of comfort which 
fhut out mifery, in all the little hamlets as 
I approached Hamburg, which agreeably fur- 
prifed me. 

The fliort jackets which the women wear 
here, as well as in France, are""not only more 
becoming to the perfon, but much better 
calculated for women who have ruftic or 

houfhold 
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houflidld employments, than the^ lenggowi^ 
worn in England, dangling in the dirt. 

All the inns on the road were better than 
I expeded, though the foftnefs of the beds 
Hill harafled me, and prevented my finding 
the reft I was frequently in want of, to enable 
me to bear the fatigue of the next day. 
The charges were moderate, and the people 
very civil, with a certain honeft hilarity and 
independent fpirit in their manner, which 
almoft made me forget that they were inn-- 
keepers, a fet of men, waiters, hoftefles, 
chamber-maids, &c, down to the oftler, whofe 
cunning fervility, in England, I think particU'<» 
larly difgufting. 

The profpedk of Hamburg, at a diftance, 
as well as the fine road ihaded with trees, 
led me to expe£i: to fee a much pleafanter 
city than I found. 

I was aware of the dilBculty of obtaining 
lodgings, even at the inns, on account of tho 
Goncourfe pf ftrangers at prefent reforting to 
fuch a centrical fituation, and determined to 
go to Altona the next day to feek for ^n 
abode^ wanting now only re{K But even 
for a fingle night we were fent from houfe 
to houfe, and found at laft a vacant room to 
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flcep Ifl, which I fhould have turfted from 
with difguft, had there been a Choice. 

I fcarcely know any thing that produces 
more difagreeable ^enfations, I mean to fpeak 
of the paffing cares, the recoUeftion of which 
afterwards enlivenfe our enjoyments, than 
thofe excited by little difafters of this kind. 
After a long journey, with our eye§ dire£ked 
to fbme particular fpot, tQ arrive and find 
nothing as it fhould be, is vexatious, and 
(inks the agitati^d fpirits* But I, who re- 
ceived the crueleft bf difappointments, laft 
fpring, in returning to iny homci terfti 
fuch as thefe cimphatically paffing cares. 
Know you of whgit materials fome hearts are 
made ? I play th<? chlld^ and weep at the re- 
coUeition- — .for the girief is ftill ftefti that 
ftunned as well afe wounded me — ^yet nevtt 
did drops of anguifh like thefe bedew the 
cheeks of infantine inhocehce— *-4nd why 
fliould they mine^ that never were ftained 
by a blufti of guilt ? Innocent and credu*. 
lous as a child, why have 1 tiot the lam|^ 
happy thoughtleflfnefe ? 

Adieu i 
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li-ETTER I^XII^ 

I MipHT have fpared myfelf the difagreesd^Ie 
feelings I experienced the firft night of my 
arrival at Hamburg, leaving the open air to 
be fliut up in noife and dirt, had I gone im- 
mediately to Altona, where a lodging had 
beeti prepared for me by a gentleman fromt 
whom I received many civilities during my 
journey. I wifhed to h«ve travelled in com-* 
pany with him from Copenhagen, becaufe I 
found him intelligent and friendly ; but bufi^ 
ftefs obliged him to hiury forward; and I 
wrote to h}m on the fubjeO: of acconimoda* 
tions, as foon as I was informed of the diffiw 
culties I might have to encounter to houfe 
myfelf and brat. 

It is but a fliort and pleafant walk from 
Hamburg to Altona, under the ihade ojf feve- 
ral rows of trees; and this walk is the more 
agreeable, after quitting the rou^ pavement 
of either place. 

Hamburg is an ill, dofe-buik town 
fwarming with inhabitants ; and, from what 
I could learn, ^ike all the other free towns, 
governed in a manner which bears hard on 

the 
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the poor, whilft narrowing the minds of the 
ridi, the charader of the man is loft in the 
hamburger. Always afraid of the encroach- 
jnents of their danifli neighbours, that is, an?* 
sdoufly apprehenfive of their fharing the 
golden harveft of commerce with them, or 
taking a little of the trade off their hands, 
though they have more than they know 
whjit to do with, they are ever on the watch, 
till their Tery eyes lofc all expr^fliQn, ex- 
icepting the prying glance of fufpicion. 

The gates of Hamburg are Aut 4? feven, 
m the winter, and nine in the fummcr, left 
jfbme ftrangers, who come to tyaflSc in H^m^ 
burg, {hould prefer living, and confequently, 
fo exadly do they calculate, fpend their mo-» 
pey out of the walls of the hamburger's 
world, Immenfe fortunes have been ac-r 
quired by the per cents arifmg from commit- 
fions, nominally only two and a half; but 
mounted to eight or ten at leaft, ' by the 
fecret manoeuvres of trade, not to include the 
advantage of purchafing goods wholefale; \x\ 
common with contractors, and that of hav-i 
Ing fo much money left in their hands — not 
to play with, I can afliire you, Mufliroom 
fortunes h*ve ftart?d up during the war j thg 
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men, indeed, fcem o£ the fpecies of the fun* 
gus; and: the infolent vulgarity which a 
fudden influx of wes^lth ufualjy produces in 
common minds, is here very confpicuous, 
which contrafts with the diftreiTes of many 
of the emigrants, ** faUeri-r-r-fjinen from their 
high eftate''f-*-fuch are the ups and downs of 
fortune's wheel ! Many emigrants have met, 
with fortitude, fuch a total change of circum-* 
ftances as fcarcqly can he paralleled, retiring 
from a palace, tq an pbfgure lodging, with 
dignity ; but the greater number glide about 
the ghofts of greatnefs, with the crotx de Stm 
Louis ofte^tatioufly difplayed, determined t© 
hope, ; ^^ . though heaven and earth their 
wiflies Grpflfed," Still good-breeding points 
out the gentleman ; and fentiments of hpnour 
jmd delicacy appe^ the piFspiing of great- 
nefs of foul, when compared with the gr<>-. 
veiling views of the fprdid accumulators of 
cent, per cent. 

Situation feeras to be the mould in which 
men's characters are formed j fo much fo, 
inferring from what I have lately feen, 
that \ mean not tp be fevere when I add, 
previoufly aiking why priefts are in general 
(yooipg, ^n4 ilatefm^n falfe ? that men en-^ 

a tirely 



( «5* ) 

tirdy devoted to commerce Qfver acquire, or 
lofe, all tafte and greataefs of mind. Aqi 
ofteatatious ^Kfplay of wealth without ek^ 
gance, a^d a greedy enjoyment of pleafurc 
without £sntiment^ ^mbrutes tbem tili they 
Iterm all virtue, of an heroic caft^ romantic 
attemj^ at fomething above <Mr nature ; ^nd 
anxiety about the welfare of others, a fearck 
after mifery, iiji which we have no concern. 
^ut you will fay that I afn growing bitter, 
|>erha|;>6, perfonal. Ah ? ihaU I whifper t9 
you — ^that you— ryourfelf, are ftraagely ^- 
Cered, fince you have entered deeply into 
€Ommerce-«-*4nore than yQu are aware pfr- 
never allowing yourfelf to Kfled, and keepr 
Ing your mind, or rather paffions, in a coiv- 
tinual ftate of agitationr-^Nature has given 
y<m talents, which lie dormant, or are wafted 
in ignoble p«rftiit6~*You will roufe yourfelf^ 
and Ihake off the vile duft th«t ol^cu^es you, 
or my ijnderftandingj> as well as my heart, 
dleceives mc, egregtoufly*— only tell me ?v^hen ? 
JSut to ^ farther a-field. 

Madamis La Fayistle left Aitona the 
day I arrived, to endeavour^ at Vienna, to 
obtain the enlargement of her hufband, <sir 
permiffion <» ihare his prUpn, She lived 14^ a 
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iodtgmg tip two |>air c^ ftair^^ \<rithotit i fer^ 
tant| her two daughters chearfuUy affiding i 
chufing, ad well a» herfeH*, to defcend ta 
iny thing before unneceflarjr ' oSligations* 
During her profperkjr, and confequcnt idle- 
nefsy ihe did not, I am told, en}of a good 
ftate of health, having a train of nervous 
eomplainta which, though they have not SL 
fiame, unlefs the figniEcant word ennui be 
f>orr6wed, had an exiflenc^ in the higher 
french cii'cies ] but atdverftty and virtuous 
exertions put thefe ills to flight, and difpol^ 
fefTed her of a devil, who deierves the appel- 
lation of legioni 

Madame Genlis, alfd^i refided at AltonsI 
fome time^ under an afiumed namc^ with 
many other iafl^rer» c^ le& note, though 
higher ranki It ia, in fa<fl, fcarccly pofiible 
to i&r vast witkoiil meetii% interefting couch- 
tenaoces, every &3eament of which telb you 
that they have feen better days^ 

At Hambitrg^ I Waft informed^ a duke had 
entered into piomerihip with his cook, who 
becomifrg a traitevr^ they were both com- 
fortably iupported by the profit arifmg fi-om 
bis induftry« Many xi^ble ixiftances of the 
attachment of icrvaats to their xmfortonate 
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ihafters, have come to my knowledge totli 
here and in France, and touched rrif hearty 
the greateft delight of which is to difcovct 
human virtue* 

At Altona^ a pfefideiit of ofte of the 
cl^evant parliaments keeps? an ordinary, in the 
french flyle j and his wife, with chearful 
dignity, fubmits to her fate, though fhe is 
arrived at an age when people feldoni relin-* 
quifli their prejudices. A girt who waits there 
brought a dozen double lonis d*or concealed 
in her clothes, at the riffc of her life, from 
France ; which fhe preferves, left ficknefs, or 
any other diftrefs, Ihould overtake her mif- 
trefs, ^ who,** flie obferved, " Was not ac-^ 
*' cuftomed to hardfhips*" This houfe was 
particularly reconmiended to me by an ac-' 
quaintance of your's, the author of the Ame- 
rican Farmer's Letters. I generally dine 
in company with him : and the gentlemaa 
whom I have already mentioned, is often 
diverted by our declamations againft com- 
merce, when we compare notes refpefting 
the charafteriftics of the hamburgers. " Why, 
madam," faid he to me one day, " yon will . 
** not meet with a man who has any calf to 
^ his leg ; body and foul, mufcles and heart, 

i^arc 



u 



** are equally fhrivelkd up by a thirft of gain* 
^ There is nothing generous even in their 
** youthful paflions ; profit is their only 
" ftimulus, and calculations the fole employ- 
** ment of their faculties ; unlefs we except 
** fome grofs animal gratifications which^ 
*' fnatched at Jpare moments^ tend ftill 
•* more to debafe the* charader, becaufey 
though touched by his tricking wand, 
they have all the arts, without the wit, of 
the wing-footed god.'* 
Perhaps you may alfo think us too fevere ; 
but I muft add, that the more I faw of the 
manners of Hamburg, the more was I con- 
firmed in my opinion relative to the baleful 
efFe£t of extenfive fpeculations on the moral 
charader. Men are ftrange machines ; and 
their whole fyftem of morality is in general 
held together by one grand principle, which 
lofes its force the momept they allow them- 
felves to break with impunity over the bounds 
which fecured their felf-refpe£t. A man 
ceafes to love humanity, and then individuals, 
as he advances in the chafe after wealth ; 
as one claflies with his intereft, the other 
with his pleafures : to bufinefs, as it is termed, 
every thing muft give way j nay, is facri- 
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BctA i mA ail th^ (endeanog charities of cki- 
^en, hufbaad^ father, brother^ become empty 
names. But — ^but what?. Whjjr^ to fnap the 
chain o£ thought| I muft fay farewelL Caf- 
iandra was n6t the ovlf. prophetefs whofe 
Warning voice has been dif^egarded. How 
much eafier it is to meet with love in the 
\r6rid| than afiedion 1 

Vour'si fincerelyt 
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LETTER XXIV. 

My lofd^Agd at Altona are tolerably c6m* 
fortable, thcnagh tiot in any proportion t$ 
the price I payi but, owing to th^e prefent 
<:ircumftMiccs, all the neceflaries of life are 
}\^t extravagantly dear. Confidering it as a 
temj^orary refidence, the thief inconveniencit 
of which, I am inclined to complain, i$ the 
rough ftreets that muft be pafTed befoiie 
Marguerite and the ^ild can r^ach a level 
-road. 

The views of the Elbe, in the vicinity df 
the tawn^ are pleafant, particularly as thte 
prbfpe^s here afford fo little variety, I atn 
^empted to defcend, and walk clofe ta thi: 
water *edge ; but there was no path ; and th^ 
£meU of glue|. ha£iging to dry, an extenfive 
^manufstdtory of which is carried on dole to 
the beach, I found extremely itifagreeabk. 
Cut £0 commerce every thing muft> give 
Way I profit and profit are the only fpecula-^ 
tions — •' idouble— double, toil and troublciv* 
J have feldpiii entered a fhady wsJk without 
Jbeit^ fpon obliged to turn afideto make room 
for the xope-makers :; and the only tsee, J 
havefeeRi that a|:qpteared to i»e planted liy. the 

S . hand 



( 2^8 ) 

hand of tafte, is in the church-yard, to fhade 
the tomb of the poet Klopftock's wife. 

Moft df the merchants have country 
houfes to retife to, during the fummerj 
and many df them are fitu^ted on the banks 
of the £lbe, where they have the pleafure 
of feeing the packet-boats arrive, the periods 
of moft confequence to divide their week. 

The moving picture, confifting of krge 
veflels and fmall-craft, which are continually 
-changing their pofition with the tide, renders 
this noble river, the vital ftream of Ham- 
burg, vefy interefting; and the windings 
^have fometimes a very fine effed:, two or 
-three turns being vifible, at once, interfefking 
the flat meadows : a fudden bend often 
increafing the magnitude of the river; and 
the filvery expanfe, fcatcely gliding, though 
bearing on its bofomfo much treafurc, looks^ 
for a moment, like a tranquil lake. 

Nothing can be ftronger than the contraft 
-which this flat country and ftrand afford, 
compared with the mountains, and rocky 
:coaft, I have lately dwelt fo much among, 
:In fancy I return to a favourite fpot, wheK, 
J feetned to : Have retiried from man sinil 
: wretchednefsj but the din of trade dra^ me 
^ bac^ 
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Ifec* to all the cartful left behind; when lofF. lit 
foblittie ^motf(mi.•^ 'Rocks afpiriiig towards^ 
the heatens, and; as it werei ftiuttibg out for^ 
row; furrounded in^&y whilft: pewfee appeared: 
to ilea! along the lake to calm my! bofom? 
modulating the wind x that < agitated the neigh-I 
bouring poplar?.. Now I he»r only an ac- 
count of the tricks of trade, or Kfteti to the Sf^ 
trefsful tale of fomSa va£tim of ambition*> 
« ;The hofpitality of Hambmrg is cpniined 
to liinday invitations^ to the country houfes I) 
have mentioned, when difh after dilh fmoakau 
upon the boar4 j ^and the converfation i ever 
flowing^ in the rauddy channel of buiinefs^ 
it is not ea{y to obtain any appropriate in-^ 
formation. Had I intended to remain here- 
ibme time, or had my mind been more alive 
to general inquiries, I Ihould have en^ea-. 
voured to have been introduced to fome cha-. 
rafters, not fo entirely immerfed in com- 
;mercial affairs ; thongh, in this whirlpool of 
g^in, it is not very eafy to find any but tbe- 
wretched or fuperdlious emigrants, who are 
not engaged in purfuits which, in my eyes, 
appear as difhonourable as gambling. The' 
interefts of nations are bartered by fpeculating 
merchants. My God ! with whdit fang froid 
S a artful 



artfijl trauftt of ©arrupjioa bi«<g:t«eafaj$ver 
comnliiffions into particular hanth, difcfglfifd'" 
k^ the relatm. fitwaiion of different ?Qitn- 
tried--r-aftd tmt. much c<Maitoa Iwrwfty bet 
(xpeded in the difcharge of tnifts obtained 
by fraud ? But this, entre nws. 
^ During my prefent jcmmey, aad whilft 
ipefiding in France, I have had an oppottu** 
nity of peeping^ behind the fcenes of what 
^e yu^ady termed great aiaairs, only to 
difcover the mean machinery yrhjich haa 
dtre<^ed many tranfadiioiai of 'inoinent The 
iword has been merciful!, compared with the 
4epffcdation8 made on human life b j conr> 
tra£tors^ and by the fwarm of locufta who 
have battened on the peiiilence they j^oread 
ai>road. Thefe men, Hke the owners cxf. 
negro (hips,, never fmell on- their money the 
blood by which it has been gained, but iibeep 
quietly in their beds, terming fueh o^ctqia^ 
tkns lawful callings ; yet the lightning maf ka 
not their roojfe,. to thiuider convidHon on them^ 
^^ and to juftify the ways of Grod to man." 
, Why fliould I weep for myfelf ?— .*^ Take,. 
O world \ thy much indebted tear 1" 

Adieu f 

J-ETTER 
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There Is a pretty Tittle french theatre at' 
Altoria ; and the a£i(?rs are much fuperiour 
to thofe I faw at Copenhagen, The theatres 
at Hamburg are not open yet, but will very' 
fhortly, when the ihutting of the gates at 
feven o'clock forces the citizens to quit their 
country houfes. But, refpetfting Hainburg, 
I fiiall not be able to obtain much ftiorc 
information, as I have deterxbhied to fail 
with the firft fair wind for England* 

The prefence of the french army would 
have rendered my intended tour through 
Germany, in my way to Switzerland, almoft' 
impraQiicable, had not the advancing feafon 
oblige^ me to aiter my plan. Befides, though 
Switzerland is the country which for feveral 
years I have been particularly defirous to 
vifit, I do not feel inclined to ramble any 
farther this year } nay, I am weary of 
changing the fcene^ and quitting people and 
places the moment they b^in to intereft 
mef^This alfo is vanity I 
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Dover. 

I left this letter unfiai(hed, as I was 
hurried on board j and now I have only to 
tfll you, that, at the fight of Dover cliffs^ I 
wondered how, any body could term them 
^rand; they appear foinfignificant to me^ 
after thofe I had feen in Sweden and Nor* 
way* . : . 

. Adieu ! My fpirit of obfervation feems to 
be fled — and I have been wandering round 
ttis dirty place, literally fpeaking, to kill 
time J though the thoughts^ I would fain fly 
from, lie too clofe to my heart to be e^ily 
fhook oflf, or even beguiled, by any employ- 
ment, except that of preparing for my jour-^ 
ney to London»-~God blefs you ! 

. Maiiy ■■ ' ■ ' . "■■» , 
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Private tufineTs and cares have frequentlj^ 
fo abforbed me, as to prevent my obtaining 
^11 the information, during this joiirney, 
which the novelty of the fcenes would havi 
afforded, had my attention been continually 
awake to inquiry; This infenfibility to pre* 
fent objefts 1 have often had occafion to 
lament, fmce I have been preparing thefe 
letters for the prefs j but, as a perfon of 
any thought naturally confiders the hiftory 
of a ftrange country to contraft the former 
with the prefent ftate of its manners, a coa- 
-viaibn of the increafmg knowledge and hap- 
pinefs of the kingdoms I paffed through, was 
perpetually the refult of my comparative 
refledions. 

The poverty of the poor, in Sweden, ren^ 
ders the civilizaticHi very partial ; and flavery 
has retarded the improvement of every clafe 
in Denmark ; yet both are advancing ; and 
the gigantic evils of defpotifm and anarchy 
have in a great meafure vanifhed before the 
meliorating manners of Europe. Innumerable 
evils ftill remain, it is true, to af9i£t the hu* 
Siaae iuveftigator, and hurry the benevolent 

reformer 
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reformer into, a labyrintlLof eirouf, who aims 
at deftroying prejudices qulcldly which only 
time caa toot out, as the plibHc opiaion be- 
cofiaes Xubje^ to reafon. 

An ardent afieiSion for the liumati race 
t&aJoe^. enthU^aftic , charaifters eager to pror 
4uce tdteratioa in laws and governments 
prematurely. To reader them ufeful and 
{)ermanent» tfaey mull be the growth of each 
particular foil, and the gradiial fruit of the 
r^)ening uade^flanding of the nation, ma<» 
tured by tinie, iKrt forced by ^n unnatural 
fermentation* And, to convince m« that 
iuch a^ change is gaining ground, with acce- 
lerating ,pact^ the v^ew I have had of fociety^ 
^during ay northern journey^ would have 
^een fiifiicieni:,_ha4 I not previoufly confi- 
dered the grand caufes which combine to 
Mory msuikmd forwa^ and dlniiniili the ium 
^ human mifery* . . 
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Note u 

Norway, according to geometrical meafurc, is 202 fnlles 
in length. In breadth it is very unequal. The common 
Norway mile contains about 24,000 yards, Englifh mea- 
furement. 

Norway is reckoned to contain 7558 quadrate miles : it 
Is divided into four parts. There are four grand bailiffs, 
and four biftiops. The fbur chief towns are Chriftiania, 
Thordhiem, Bergen, and Chriftianfand. Ite natural pro,, 
dufts are wood^, filver, copper, and iron, a little gold has 
' been found, fifh, marble, and the (kins of (bveral animals* 
The exportation exceeds the importation. The balance in 
favour of Norway ^ in the year 1767*, was about 47^5085 
rixdollars, 95,2x7!. fterlitig. Dr Kas been increafing ever 
fince. The filVer mines- of Kongfterg yield fllver to the 
amountof 350>ooarixdtcHlar9, 70,000!; fterling; but it is 
aflbrted, that this^ Cum is not fiiflicicnt to deftay the cxpences 
of working them. Kongfberg is the only inland town, and 
(Contains 10,000 fouls. 

The copper mines at Rorraas yield abqut 4000 fhip-pound 
g year ; a fhip-pound is 320 pounds : the yearly profit 
amounts to 150,000 rixdollars, 30,0001. flerling. I'here 
are f^teen or fixteen iron works in Norway, which produce 
iron to the value of 400,000 rixdollars, 8o,oooI, per anr 
num. 

The exportation of faltcd and dried fi(h is very confider- 
able. In the year 1786 the returns for its exportation 
amounted to 749,200 rixdollars^ 169,840!. 

There are four regiments of dragoons, each confiding of 
108 mcn^ of!icers included; twp regiments of marching 
3 iiifantry,. 
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infantry^ 1157 men each, with €ve companies in gUfrifofty 
amounting to 3377 men; thirteen regiments of militia, i^iS* 
men each, making 24,908 men; 960 men, light troops,, 
who, in winter, whilil the fnow is on the ground, run aloog 
on a kind of ikates— 'a couple of long inftruments made of 
wood. 
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The TAXES in Norway confift of 
f. A land tax. Farms, worth from two to three thoiifand 

dollars, pay from fifteen to twenty dollars annually. 
a. A duty on all articles of pfoviiion^ and en all goods 

carried in or out. 

3* A tax on rank and ofiuse. 

4. A tax on penfions and falaries ; two per cent, on one 
hundred doUftrs, and in proportion to ten per cent. 

5. A tax on money put out to intereft, with fecvrity ob 
land or houfes, of a quarter per cent. And as the allowed 
intereft is four per cent, the duty is one fousth of the in- 
tereft. 
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